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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  die  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1-o77-d4o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 
www.louisianalandbank.com. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Pettus  Chosen  as  Washington  Representative 

Disaster  Assistance 

Good  Neighbors 


At  the  August  30th  meeting  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  Board  of 
Directors,  Jack  Pettus  was  chosen  to 
serve  as  our  Washington,  D.C.  representative. 
The  League  undertook  an  exhaustive  search 
process  that  began  in  June  and  culminated  with 
the  selection  of  Jack. 

Jack  served  Louisiana's  sugarcane  industry 
for  the  past  five  years  through  his  association 
with  Don  Wallace,  our  longtime  lobbyist  who 
passed  away  earlier  this  summer. 

Our  Executive  Committee  was  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  identifying  and  interviewing 
candidates,  then  recommending  a  final  candidate 
to  the  Board. 

Jack's  knowledge  of  Louisiana  sugar 
production  and  national  agricultural  policy  gave 
him  the  edge.  He  knows  our  industry,  and  he 
knows  our  farmers  and  millers.  His  passion  for 
our  industry,  along  with  the  ability  to  provide 
us  with  sound  advice,  make  him  a  perfect  fit. 

Prior  to  his  work  with  the  League,  Jack 
represented  Tradigrain,  a  commodities  trading 
firm  for  whom  he  served  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  North  American  Export  Grain 
Association.  He  was  the  Washington,  D.C. 
representative  for  the  National  Barley  Growers' 
Association  and  provided  government  and 


public  relations  expertise  to  the  U.S.  Rice 
Producers'  Association. 

Disaster  Assistance 

The  $40  million  hurricane  disaster  assistance 
package  for  Louisiana's  sugar  industry 
continues  to  make  its  way  through  the  U.S. D. A. 
and  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget.  We 
are  still  looking  at  late  November  for  distribution 
of  these  funds.  Please  know  that  the  League 
and  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  are  monitoring  the 
movement  of  this  proposal  on  a  regular  basis  to 
insure  that  this  assistance  gets  into  the  hands 
of  the  industry  as  soon  as  possible. 

Good  Neighbors 

As  the  harvest  season  swings  into  full  gear  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  remind  our  producers 
and  processors  of  the  importance  of  being  a 
"GOOD  NEIGHBOR."  Please  remember  to  Mow 
our  Prescribed  Burn  Management  Program. 
Also,  I  encourage  you  to  visit  with  your 
equipment  operators  on  a  regular  basis  to 
reinforce  the  importance  of  operating  farm 
equipment  in  a  safe  and  courteous  manner. 
Remember  it  only  takes  one  careless  incident  to 
do  irreparable  damage  to  the  tremendous  effort 
that  we  make  to  all  be  "GOOD  NEIGHBORS." 


You're  First  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe 
that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are 

important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 

personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST 

at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(985)  446-9450 


Michele  Simoneaux 

Thibodaux 


Donna  Booty 

Thibodaux 


Anxiety,  Insects, 

Sugar  Cane  and 

Old  Age 

Wm.  Henry  Long,  PhD 


An  account  of  the  life  of  one 

sugar  cane  entomologist 
including  a  history  of  insect 
management  practices  and 
associated  research  in  Louisiana  sugar  cane 
during  nearly  half  a  century  (1950s  to  1990s). 
Available  in  paperback  and  hardback  formats 
through  your  local  book  store,  Amazon.com, 
Barnesandnoble.com,   Borders.com,   and 
www.xlibris.com/bookstore  or  888-795-4274  ext.876. 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA         (337)  367-8233 


Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 


Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer  (License#65M6) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser  #01249 


Farm  Works  Software 
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FARM 


Computerized  maps  and  much  more! 

Contact  me  to  find  out  what  myself  and 

many  other  sugarcane  growers  are  using. 


(985)369-6611 
Ronald  Woods 


(985)513-0791 
rw109@charter.net 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


in:  5 


House  Holds  Farm  Bill  Hearings 

Agricultural  Appropriations  Tied  to  Omnibus 

USDA  Considers  Beet  Thick  Juice 

USDA  WASDE  September  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


The  House  Agriculture  Committee  in 
September  convened  two  hearings  on 
farm  programs.  The  first  hearing 
included  testimony  from  the  sweetener  users 
laying  out  their  arguments  for  a  payment-based 
sugar  program,  including  the  alternative 
approaches  laid  out  in  Chicago  earlier  this 
summer.  The  Corn  Refiners' Association  (CRA) 
also  testified  at  this  hearing,  arguing  that  sugar 
marketing  allotments  needed  to  be  eliminated 
to  comply  with  NAFTA. 

At  the  second  hearing,  Jack  Roney  provided 
testimony  highlighting  the  continued 
effectiveness  of  the  current  no-cost  sugar 
program.  Roney  noted  the  budgetary  and 
WTO-related  challenges  to  turning  the  US  sugar 
program  into  a  direct  payment  program  similar 
to  other  commodities.  Roney  provided  a  list  of 
direct  and  indirect  subsidies  provided  by  major 
sugar-producing  countries  and  noted  that 
bilateral/regional  free  trade  agreements  fail  to 
address  these  underlying  problems.  Further, 
he  noted  that  the  current  WTO  framework  fails 
this  essential  test. 

Roney  also  described  several  factors 
weighing  against  the  "trainwreck"  that  others 
are  beginning  to  describe  regarding  the 
opening  of  a  US-Mexico  sweetener  market, 


including  the  CRA  argument  for  elimination  of 
marketing  allotments.  Roney  stressed  that 
Mexico's  continued  government  involvement  in 
the  sugar  processing  sector,  where  roughly  50% 
of  the  mills  remain  under  government  control, 
requires  the  attention  of  legislators  and  the 
Administration.  While  arguing  that  a  common 
market  with  Mexico  can  be  a  balanced,  two-way 
market,  Roney  noted  that  the  Mexican 
government's  role  in  that  market  creates  a 
situation  where  US  beet  and  cane  growers  are 
competing  against  the  Mexican  government. 

Agricultural  Appropriations  Tied  To  Omnibus 

At  the  time  of  this  writing,  there  have  been  no 
substantive  discussions  to  narrow  differences 
between  House  and  Senate  agricultural 
appropriations  packages.  Congress  appears 
poised  to  leave  town  September  30  without 
approving  many  of  the  appropriations  bills  that 
are  necessary  to  continue  funding  government 
programs,  opting  instead  to  pass  a  supplemental 
appropriations  package  that  will  keep  the 
government  solvent  until  Congress  returns  after 
the  elections.  With  plans  for  only  one  week  of 
business  in  mid-November,  an  omnibus  package 
of  appropriations  is  unlikely  to  be  approved 
before  December. 


? 


The  House  has  approved  all  appropriations 
bills  except  the  Labor  appropriations,  while  the 
Senate  has  only  approved  Homeland  Security 
and  Defense.  The  Homeland  Security 
appropriations  bill,  including  provisions  to  reform 
the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 
(FEMA),  appears  headed  for  approval  before  the 
October  recess. 

USDA  Considers  Beet  Thick  Juice 

In  early  September,  USDA  published  advance 
notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  regarding  the 
regulation  of  marketing  of  sugar  derived  from 
imported  beet  thick  juice.  An  advance  notice  of 
this  type  allows  USDA  to  solicit  comments  on  a 
range  of  questions  before  attempting  to  draft 
proposed  rules. 

You  may  recall  that  former  Undersecretary  J.B. 
Penn  expressed  confidence  at  the  May  2006 
Senate  Agriculture  Committee  hearing  that  USDA 
would  act  soon  to  close  the  loophole  that  has 
prevented  USDA  from  counting  sugar  derived 
from  imported  beet  thick  juice  as  a  part  of  the 
domestic  marketing  allotments.  Publication  of 
this  advance  notice,  rather  than  proposing  actual 
changes  to  fix  the  problem,  suggests  that  USDA 
is  not  yet  prepared  to  act  on  this  issue.  We  will 
continue  to  work  in  the  coming  months  to  seek 
resolution  of  this  circumvention  of  the  tariff  rate 
quota  and  of  the  marketing  allotment  system. 

USDA  WASDE  September  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  September  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2005/ 


06  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  at  1,332,000 
short  tons  (raw  value).  2005/06  production  was 
increased  to  7,406,000  tons  from  7,334,000  tons 
last  month,  with  beet  production  rising  to 
4,421,000  tons  from  4,349,000  tons  and  cane 
production  unchanged  at  2,985,000  tons. 
Louisiana  and  Florida  production  were 
unchanged  at  1 ,202,000  tons  and  1 ,368,000  tons, 
respectively.  Imports  are  decreased  to  3,390,000 
tons  from  3,415,000  tons  due  to  a  25,000  ton 
reduction  in  high-tier  imports.  The  higher  beet 
production  led  to  an  increase  in  supply  to 
12,128,000  tons  from  12,081,000  tons  last  month. 
Deliveries  are  unchanged  at  10,300,000  tons  and 
total  use  was  unchanged  at  10,500,000  tons. 
Ending  stocks  are  raised  to  1,628,000  tons  from 
1 ,58 1 ,000  tons  last  month,  and  the  stocks-to-use 
ratio  was  raised  to  15.5  percent  from  15.1  percent. 
USDA's  2006/07  projections  were  raised  to 
8,445,000  tons  from  8,345,000  tons,  with  beet 
production  rising  to  1 ,878,000  tons  from  4,800,000 
tons  and  cane  production  rising  to  3,567,000  tons 
from  3,545,000  tons.  Louisiana  was  raised  to 
1,370,000  tons  from  1,350,000  tons  and  Florida 
was  lowered  to  1 ,730,000  tons  from  1 ,745,000  tons. 
Imports  are  unchanged  at  2,298,000  tons.  As  a 
result  of  the  higher  beginning  stocks  estimate 
and  higher  production,  total  supply  would  rise 
to  12,371 ,000  tons  from  1 2,224,000  tons  last  month. 
Exports  are  unchanged  at  200,000  and  deliveries 
are  unchanged  at  10,415,000  tons.  Total  use  is 
also  unchanged  at  10,615,000,  causing  ending 
stocks  to  rise  to  1,756,000  tons  from  1,609,000 
tons  last  month.  The  stocks-to-use  ratio  was 
increased  to  16.5  percent  from  15.2  percent  last 
month. 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 
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UNITED  AGRI  PRODUCTS 


formance  Quality  Value 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


CapitalQne 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  '  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  '  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


f=t   ©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
lender    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

Farm  Equipment 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL  OR  NO  DEAL" 

Introducing 
The  NEW  "Mark  3"  &  "Mark  5" 


The  Revolutionary 
"Mark  3" 

A  UNIQUE  3  ROW 
CULTIVATOR  THAT  CAN 
BE  EASILY  CONVERTED 
INTO  THE  NEW 

"MARK  5" 


The  New 
"Mark  5tt 

A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will 

cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

time  period  than  a  3  row. 

The  fuel  and  labor  savings 

could  be  as  much  as  $  1 .00 

or  more  per  acre. 


New  Tapered 

Timken  Style  Bearings 

Available  on  "Mark  3" 

ex  "MARK  5" 


205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 
email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Planting  Progress  and  Crop  Report 
New  Varieties 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  September 
18,  2006,  even  though  the  seedcane  was 
tall  and  growers  got  an  initial  early  start, 
many  throughout  the  industry  are  struggling  to 
complete  their  plantings.  Most  growers  are  on 
the  downhill  side  of  their  planting,  but  with  wet 
fields,  rain  in  the  forecast,  and  harvest  set  to 
start  in  less  than  two  weeks,  the  pressure  to 
complete  planting  is  great.  It  is  fortunate  that 
the  opening  of  the  2006  harvest  season  was 
delayed;  growers  do  not  have  enough 
equipment  or  labor  to  harvest  a  full  quota  and  to 
plant  at  the  same  time.  With  a  little  luck  the 
weather  will  break,  the  2006  planting  will  be 
completed,  and  harvest  will  start  with  dry  field 
conditions. 

HoCP  96-540  and  L  97-128  were  straight  for 
planting,  which  meant  that  they  planted  very 
good  whether  planted  by  hand  or  with 
mechanical  planters.  Most  growers  report  that 
the  population  and  weight  of  L  97-128  appear  to 
be  somewhat  less  than  those  of  HoCP  96-540. 
Both  varieties  gave  planting  ratios  in  excess  of 
eight  to  one  for  hand  planting  and  approached  a 
ratio  of  five  to  one  for  growers  who  mechanically 
planted  whole  stalks  of  these  varieties.  The 
number  of  growers  that  are  planting  billeted 
seedcane  is  greatly  reduced  this  year.  The  great 
amount  of  seedcane  used  (generally  ratios  of 
four  to  one  or  less)  previous  weak  stands,  erect 
seedcane  supply,  and  the  availability  of  imported 
labor  are  some  of  the  reasons  growers  mentioned 
when  asked  why  they  are  planting  by  hand  and 


not  with  mechanical  planters  this  year.  Better 
and  more  efficient  mechanical  planters  and  other 
methods  to  reduce  the  cost  of  planting  must  be 
further  investigated.  The  year-to-year 
availability  of  labor,  whether  domestic  or 
imported,  greatly  affects  the  cost  of  planting  and 
the  methods  by  which  the  crop  is  planted  that 
year.  At  this  time,  Congress  is  working  on 
immigration  legislation.  The  outcome  of  this 
legislation  could  greatly  influence  our  ability  to 
import  labor  for  planting.  No  matter  the  outcome 
of  this  legislation,  now  is  the  time  to  start  looking 
for  more  cost  effective  means  of  planting. 

New  Varieties 

The  number  of  varieties  planted  on  the  primary 
stations  and  in  outfield  tests  has  declined  over 
the  last  five  or  six  years.  This  lower  number  of 
varieties  is  a  sign  of  improved  testing,  of  more 
data  and  better  early  data,  not  a  sign  of  less 
quality  crosses  at  the  breeding  stations.  Thirteen 
04 's  were  introduced  to  the  primary  stations  and 
to  the  outfield  this  fall.  For  those  varieties  from 
the  '04  series  introduced  to  the  primary  stations 
and  outfield,  yield  data  on  smaller  infield  plots 
at  a  limited  number  of  locations  has  indicated 
that  their  tonnage,  trs,  and  sugar  per  acre  are 
comparable  to  the  commercial  checks.  More  yield 
data  from  larger  mechanically  harvested  plots, 
along  with  disease  and  insect  information, 
harvestability  and  stubbling  ability,  cold 
tolerance,  maturity  data,  and  reaction  to  billet 
planting  must  be  compiled  before  the  varieties 
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in  this  series  can  become  possible  candidates 
for  release  to  the  industry  in  the  fall  of  201 1 . 

L  01-299,  because  of  its  erratic  yields,  was 
replanted  on  the  primary  and  in  outfield  tests, 
but  was  not  sent  to  secondary  stations.  L  01- 
283  may  not  set  new  high  yielding  record; 
however,  the  data  presented  to  the  Variety 
Advancement  Committee  indicated  that  L  01- 
283 's  yield  potential  was  such  that  it  should  be 

List  of  varieties  remaining  in  the  variety  selection  and  increase  programs  after  the  2006  Variety 
Advancement  Committee  Meeting: 


advanced  to  the  secondary  stations.  L  01-283  is 
a  good-looking  variety  that  has  yields  as  good 
as  the  other  newly  released  varieties.  At  this 
time,  there  have  been  no  reports  of  severe 
disease  or  insect  problems  in  this  variety.  The 
secondary  stations  that  received  this  cane  were 
impressed  with  L01-283's  look  and  how  erect  it 
was  at  the  primary  stations. 


Number  of  Varieties 
and  Year  of  Introduction 

Varieties  Planted 
in  2006 

Status 

Year  of 
Release 

In  2002  there  were 
sixteen  introductions 
from  the  '00  series 

HoCP  00-950 

This  variety  was  replanted 
on  secondary  stations  and 
replanted  in  outfield  tests 
and  will  be  harvested  in 
plant-cane,  first-stubble,  and 
second-  stubble  plots. 

2007 

In  2003  there  were 
fifteen  introductions 
from  the  '01  series 

L01-299 
L01-283 

Due  to  erratic  yields,  this 
variety  was  not  sent  to 
secondary  stations,  but  was 
replanted  on  primaries  and 
in  the  outfield,  and  will  be 
harvested  in  plant-cane  and 
first-stubble  plots. 

This  variety  was  sent  to 
secondary  stations  and  re- 
planted in  outfield  tests  and  will 
be  harvested  in  plant-cane  and 
first  stubble  plots. 

2008 

In  2004  there  were 
nineteen  introductions 
from  the  '02  series 

HoCP  02-623 

This  variety  was  replanted 
on  primary  stations  and 
in  outfield  tests  and  it  will  be 
harvested  in  plant-cane  plots. 

2009 

In  2005  there  were 
eight  introductions 
from  the  '03  series 

L  03-371  HoCP  03-743 

These  varieties  were  replanted 
on  primary  stations  and  in 
outfield  test  plots. 

2010 

In  2006  there  were 
thirteen  introductions 
from  the  '04  series 

L  04-408  L  04-425  L  04-434 
HoCP  04-803  HoCP  04-809 
HoCP  04-8 1  OHoCP  04-8 1 4 
HoCP  04-82 1  HoCP  04-824 
HoCP  04-836HoCP  04-838 
HoCP  04-847  HoCP  04-856 

These  varieties  were  planted  as 
introductions  on  primaries  and 
in  outfield  tests  for  the  first 
time  this  year. 

2011 
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Thank  You 

Most  research  projects  start  out  as  small 
experiments  on  one  of  the  sugar  research 
stations.  From  there  they  are  exported  to  the 
real  world  conditions  of  on  farm  or  in  mill  testing. 
This  all  is  done  in  cooperation  with  growers  and 
processors.  This  is  true  for  the  development  of 
new  varieties,  herbicide  and  insecticide 
recommendations,  cultural  practices  and 
numerous  research  projects  that  deal  with  sugar 
processing  at  the  raw  mills.  The  growers  and 
processors  who  participate  in  these  projects  do 


not  receive  any  compensation  for  the  use  of  their 
land,  equipment,  or  employees.  Because  of  this 
cooperation  from  industry  members,  this 
industry  gets  much-more  research  for  the  dollars 
that  it  invests.  In  many  cases,  cooperators  will 
put  their  own  operation  on  hold  in  an  effort  to 
get  research  projects  completed  in  a  timely 
manner.  The  entire  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  those  growers  and 
processors  who  allow  researchers  to  invade  their 
farms  and  mills. 
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HON  I  RON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUG.4R  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(S)honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 
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BROUSSAR 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


Service 

Service  for  all  wholestalk 
cutters  and  loaders. 


Case  Austoft  cane 

combines,  sales,  parts 

and  service. 


Sprayer 

Get  ready  for  the  new  varieties.  Delivery  slots 
available  for  early  spring. 

Sprayer  Conversion 


A  two  row  cutter  is  used  to  make  a  10  row  heavy  duty 
high  crop  sprayer  for  all  spraying  schedules. 
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The  Importance  of  a 
Healthy  Seedcane  Program  and  Disease  Testing 


by  Jeff  Hoy 
LSU  AgCenter 


Sugarcane  diseases  are  controlled  primarily  with  resistant  varieties  and  healthy  seedcane.  Since 
sugarcane  is  vegetatively  propagated,  a  healthy  seedcane  program  is  one  of  the  most  important 
parts  of  a  sugarcane  farming  operation.  Most  of  our  most  important  diseases  are  systemic. 
This  means  they  are  distributed  throughout  the  plant  and  can  be  spread  and  increased  during 
planting.  Most  sugarcane  farmers  now  rely  on  tissue  culture  produced  seedcane  for  their  healthy 
seedcane  program.  The  biggest  advantage  of  this  type  of  program  is  that  it  can  help  control  all  of  our 
systemic  diseases,  including  ratoon  stunting  (RSD),  smut,  yellow  leaf,  mosaic,  and  leaf  scald.  A 
healthy  seedcane  program  based  on  heat  treatment  could  only  provide  control  of  RSD  and  smut. 

Healthy  seedcane  programs  were  first  developed  to  control  RSD  which  for  many,  many  years  was 
our  most  important  disease.  Heat  treatment  was  successfully  used  to  control  RSD  on  some  farms  but 
was  not  successful  for  the  entire  industry.  The  adoption  of  tissue  culture  based  seedcane  programs 
along  with  the  widespread  planting  of  LCP  85-384,  a  variety  with  some  resistance  to  RSD  spread,  and 
the  advent  of  disease  testing  allowed  us  to  reduce  RSD  to  a  very  low  level  across  the  entire  industry. 
However,  disease  monitoring  indicates  that  RSD  is  persisting  at  a  low  level  on  many  farms.  Our  two 
newest  varieties,  L  99-226  and  L  99-233,  can  both  sustain  significant  yield  losses  if  they  become 
infected.  Farmers  need  to  take  care  to  make  sure  that  RSD  does  not  get  introduced  into  the  new 
varieties,  or  they  will  not  produce  up  to  their  potential. 

A  healthy  seedcane  program  costs  you  both  time  and  money,  so  farmers  need  to  make  sure  that 
the  program  is  working  the  way  it  should.  In  the  case  of  RSD,  disease  testing  will  help  protect  the 
investment  you  have  made  in  healthy  seedcane.  The  LSU  AgCenter  Sugarcane  Disease  Detection 
Lab  will  test  samples  at  no  charge.  Your  county  agent  or  consultant  can  assist  you  in  collecting  and 
delivering  stalk  samples.  The  best  way  to  check  for  quality  control  in  a  healthy  seedcane  program  is 
to  collect  and  test  samples  from  old  stubble  fields  of  cane  for  the  mill.  This  is  the  end  of  the  healthy 
seedcane  pipeline.  Testing  these  fields  will  allow  you  to  determine  if  RSD,  which  has  no  visible 
external  symptoms,  is  being  successfully  controlled  or  is  persisting  and  reducing  yields  on  your 
farm. 

Sanitation  practices  also  can  help  control  RSD  by  preventing  the  introduction  and  mechanical 
spread  of  disease  on  the  farm.  The  most  important  thing  is  to  make  sure  a  harvester  does  not  move 
from  field  run  cane  into  healthy  seedcane  sources.  Sanitation  practices  also  will  reduce  the  spread  of 
leaf  scald.  The  introduction  of  smut  into  healthy  seedcane  can  be  minimized  by  avoiding  planting  of 
seed  sources  of  susceptible  varieties  next  to  cane  already  infected  with  smut.  Surround  seed  sources 
with  smut  resistant  HoCP  96-540,  if  possible. 

The  Sugarcane  Disease  Detection  Lab  also  can  test  for  yellow  leaf,  our  newest  disease.  The 
symptoms  of  this  disease,  which  appear  in  mature  cane,  are  usually  not  evident  in  Louisiana  due  to 
ripener  application  and  frosts.  The  tissue  needed  for  testing  is  the  midvein  from  a  young  leaf. 
Whereas,  RSD  testing  can  only  be  done  during  the  fall,  yellow  leaf  can  be  detected  throughout  the 
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year.  Collecting  random  leaf  samples  is  easier  in  younger  cane  fields.  The  variety  showing  the  most 
potential  for  yellow  leaf  spread  is  HoCP  96-540. 

A  healthy  seedcane  program  is  now  more  important  than  ever.  We  hope  it  will  prevent  smut  from 
reaching  damaging  levels  in  Ho  95-988,  L  97-128,  L  99-226,  and  L  99-233.  Smut  is  a  threat  to  these 
varieties  and  cannot  be  ignored.  We  think  it  can  prevent  yellow  leaf  from  ever  becoming  a  major 
problem  in  Louisiana.  It  can  prevent  RSD  from  re-establishing  itself  in  L  99-226  and  L  99-233.  It  will 
keep  mosaic  and  leaf  scald  minor  problems.  A  healthy  seedcane  program  costs  money,  but  diseases 
can  eat  up  your  profits.  In  difficult  economic  times,  farmers  must  find  ways  to  cut  back  and  save 
money.  Your  healthy  seedcane  program  is  not  the  place  to  try  to  cut  costs.  An  active  healthy 
seedcane  program  is  essential  to  maximize  productivity  in  your  farming  operation.  Disease  testing  is 
an  extra  component  that  will  help  insure  that  the  program  is  effective. 


GAM  Tire  Co.,   Inc. 


337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 

1200  Monnot  Rd.,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

The  Best  is  yet  to  come  -  Hang  in  there! 

We  can  help  you  survive 

by  cutting  costs! 


Managed  by: 
Grace  and  Maggie 


%% 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


n 
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Manage  Shucks  and  Trash 

At  Harvest 

WITHOUT  BURNING! 


INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row 


Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

Doesn't  Choke 


Contact  Your  ^Mwrflvjjmmh  Distributor: 


a 

s, 

e, 


AJUN 
PRAYING 
QUIPMENT 


Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  607 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 

St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264-1061 


SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lanie 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


800-676-2146 

www.suncomarketing.com 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


8  pairs  10  ton  Mill  Dump  Wagons,  excellent  shape,  good  tires,  built  by  Bayou  Service  Co. 

-  per  pair  $14,000.  Call  Sidney  Andras  at  (985)  446-1129. 

1999  Austoft  Cane  Harvester  (New  engine,  completely  rebuilt  Hyd.  Motor,  one  season 
on  Cat.  Rollers  -  Excellent  condition);  3-Field  Carts;  Heavy  Duty  8ft.  Cane  Grabs  (will 
fit  Komatsu  150  or  200  or  other  machine);  IH  4586  4x4  Tractor.  Call  David  Vanderlick 
at  (318)  452-4802  or  (318)  776-5048. 

10  Davis  type  Billet  Cane  Carts  -  $6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Fabian  LeMaire  at  (337)  519- 
1983  or  (337)  276-5975. 

3  Sets  of  Davis  Monster  Buggy  manifold  Cane  Carts  -  $13,000/set;  2  Sets  of  Davis  Mill 
Carts  -  sheeted  in  dump  wagons  -  $10,000/set;  2  Saddle  Tanks  saddle;  2  Sets  Iron  Wheels 

-  $400/set;  Dual  wheels  (2  front  13.6x38)  and  (2  rear  13.6x46)  for  JD  6310  or  6300; 
Laser  Stand  Wagon;  Reynolds  LS  14ft.  HD  Scraper  (heavy  duty);  1989  Ford  Diesel 
Service  Truck  lton  w/air  compressor;  1985  JD  2750  4- WD  Tractor  w/Rhino  grass  cutter; 
1991  CASE  IH  7130  Magnum.  Call  Gary  Luke,  Baker  Plantation  at  (337)  836-9423 
home  or  (337)  523-8434  cell. 


LeBlanc  Drain  Cleaner 

2952. 


very  good  condition  -  $1,200.  Call  Allen  Oubre  at  (337)  224- 


2000  Austoft  Combine;  1997  -  5220  Case  IH  -  C/A  MFD;  1998  -  8910  Case  IH-  C/A 
MFD;  1992  -  5250  Case  IH  2WD;  4-Row  Orthman  Rowmarker;  40'  Hwy.  Billet  Trailer; 
(2)  1066  IH,  high  clear  tractors,  salvage;  (2)  3-row  Choppers  (homemade);  (2)  Whole 
Stalk  Transloader  Wagons,  tandem  axles;  (2)  Billet  Wagons,  tandem  axles.  Call  Lynn 
Breaux  at  (337)  276-4347  after  6:00  p.m. 

1998  Case  IH  8940  MFD  Tractor  w/2937  hrs.;  2002  Austoft  7700  Cane  Combine  w/2158 
hrs.  (with  trailer);  Broussard  8  ton  and  10  ton  dump  wagons;  1990  Prentice  210 
Transloader  on  float  trailer;  John  Deere  30'  Spring  Chisel  -  $2,500;  1989  Kenilworth 
Truck  -  $12,000;  1991  Kenilworth  Truck  -  $12,000;  Case  496  Trandem  Disc  24'  -  $5,000. 
Call  Alfred  Baudoin  Farms,  Erath,  LA  at  (337)  937-0089  or  (337)  288-9061. 


RIO  GRANDE  VALLEY  SUGAR  GROWERS,  INC 

P.O.  BOX  459    SANTA  ROSA,  TEXAS  78593 

OFFICE:  (956)  636-1411      FAX:  (956)  636-1046 


Item  1)  Fifty  (50)  1995  Perfectrail  Trailers  -  Model:  PTCC35;  Frame:  40,000  lbs.;  Tire:  1 1R  x  22.5,  16 
Ply  Rim  8.25  x  22.5;  Length:  20  ft.;  Two  axles;  GVWP:  80,000  lbs.;  GAWR:  45,000  lbs., 
Good  Condition. 


Item  2)     Seventeen  (17)  Infield  Chassis  -  Two  axles;  Frame  Rating  40,000  lbs.;  GVWR:  80,000  lbs.; 
GAWR:  45,000  lbs.;  Rims:  8.25  x  22.5;  20  ft.  Chassis,  in  Good  Condition. 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

|  Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 

Capital  One  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

|  Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

j  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

I  Case  IH 

Racine,  WI 

|  CoBank 
St.  Louis,  MO 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

Lafayette,  LA 

1  The  Cottonport  Bank 

I  Cottonport,  LA 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

I  New  Orleans,  LA 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 

Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 

First  South  ACA 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

John  Deere  Thibodaux,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

Opclousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
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Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

White  Castle  Fertilizer  Co-op 

White  Castle,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 
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Representing  Louisiana's  "^f 
iiigar  Cane  Growers  and  Processor 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Bulletin  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc 


James  H.  Simon/Editor  and  General  Manager 
Windell  R.  Jackson/Senior  Agronomist 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr./Agronomist 

Washington  Representative 

Don  Wallace  Associates,  Inc. 
1156  15th  Street,  N.W. 
Suite  315 

Washington,  D.C.   20005 
Phone:  (202)331-1331 


John  Constant/Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens/Administrative  Assistant 

Paul  G.  Borron,  Hi/Legal  Counsel 

Editorial  and  Executive  Office 
206  East  Bayou  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (985)  448-3707 
FAX:    (985)448-3722 
E-mail:  lasugar@amscl.org 


Baton  Rouge  Representative 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
P.O.  Box  85125 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70884 
Phone:  (225)  766-1359 

Officers  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Craig  Caillier,  Jeanerette,  LA 

President 
Jessie  Breaux,  Franklin,  LA 

Vice-President 
James  H.  Simon,  Thibodaux,  LA 

General  Manager 

David  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Mark  Bergeron,  Napoleonville,  LA 

Paul  Bourdier,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Grady  Bubenzer,  Bunkie,  LA 

Lonnie  Champagne,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 

Mike  Comb,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

C.J.  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Willie  Danos,  Iowa.  LA 

Peter  Dufresne,  Paulina,  LA 

Daniels  "Dan"  Duplantis,  Sr.,  Raceland,  LA 

Wallace  "Dickie"  Ellender,  III,  Bourg.  LA 

John  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 

Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Charles  Guidry,  Erath,  LA 

Ronald  Guillotte,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  LA 
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Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


it 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 

return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable, 

qualified  and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We 

hope  that  our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number 

that's  important  to  YOU! 


«N>  " 


Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 
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Settling  for  Average 

Crop  Insurance 

State  Police 


At  this  time  last  year  we  were  staring 
down  the  barrel  of  a  fourth  consecutive 
poor  crop.  Our  industry  was  on  it's  heels 
and  reeling  from  the  affect  of  mother  nature's 
wrath.  What  a  difference  a  year  makes  as  all 
indications  are  that  this  year's  crop  will  be 
significantly  better  than  the  last  few,  but  still 
only  average. 

Many  of  our  friends  and  neighbors  see  a 
bumper  crop  in  our  fields.  Unfortunately,  they 
have  become  trained  to  see  a  "poor"  crop  as 
"average"  and  an"average"  crop  as  "  bumper." 
With  a  better  crop  this  year  and  good 
plantings  of  promising  new  varieties  on  line  for 
next  year,  our  historically  optimistic  attitude  is 
once  again  becoming  the  standard  rather  than 
the  exception.  None  of  us  are  satisfied  with  a 
mediocre  crop,  but  considering  where  we  have 
come  from,  and  knowing  where  we  are  headed, 
this  year  we  will  just  have  to  "Settle  for  Average." 

Crop  Insurance 

For  the  vast  majority  of  Louisiana's  sugar 
cane  farmers,  purchasing  crop  insurance  has 
been  seen  as  an  expensive  proposition  that 


offers  very  little  protection  from  catastrophic 
weather  events.  A  "GOOD"  crop  insurance 
program  could  provide  our  growers  with  a  new 
tool  to  help  manage  the  substantial  risks 
associated  with  growing  sugarcane.  The 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  and  Louisiana 
Farm  Bureau  Federation  have  undertaken  a 
review  of  sugarcane  crop  insurance  and  are 
working  jointly  to  review  a  number  of  different 
policy  options.  We  are  working  with  a 
consulting  company  that  will  provide  us 
expertise  and  options  on  different  types  of 
policies.  A  good  policy  helps  farmers  manage 
risk  and  can  also  provide  an  additional  source 
of  repayment  for  bankers  on  crop  production 
loans. 

Over  the  next  several  months  we  will  gather 
information  and  input  from  our  producers  to  help 
us  and  our  consultants  develop  a  policy  that 
will  provide  a  real  tool  to  help  manage  risk.  We 
will  keep  you  informed  as  this  process  develops. 

State  Police 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  publicly  thank  the 
Louisiana  State  Police  for  their  cooperative  spirit 


in  dealing  with  trucking  issues  that  some  in  our 
industry  are  facing.  Colonel  Henry  Whitehorn, 
the  head  of  Louisiana  State  Police  and  his  staff 
are  to  be  commended  for  their  desire  to  find 
workable  solutions  to  problems  while  not 
deviating  from  their  primary  mission  of 
providing  safety  for  Louisiana's  citizens. 


Captain  Mike  Sager,  Commander  of 
Transportation  and  Environmental  Safety 
Section,  has  a  program  available  to  provide 
courtesy  truck  inspections  at  your  place  of 
business.  To  find  out  more  about  this  free 
service  contact  him  at  (225)  925-61 13  Ext.  250  or 
by  email:  mike.sager@dps.la.gov 
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CORPORATION 


Jrom  tfiefieCcCto  the  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  vour  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crvstallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honJron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 
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Agriculture  Awaits  Election  Results 

Peru  FTA  Vote  Possible  In  Post-Election  Session 

USDA  WASDE  October  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Democrats  appear  to  be  in  position  to  pick 
up  several  House  seats  in  the  November 
elections,  with  a  chance  of  forming  a  new 
majority  in  2007.  While  a  Democratic  Senate 
majority  is  less  likely,  polling  trends  in  mid- 
October  suggest  that  fallout  from  the  Foley 
scandal  and  other  GOP  foibles  has  put  control  of 
both  houses  of  Congress  up  for  grabs.  This  raises 
the  specter  of  a  lame-duck  session  in  November- 
December,  when  the  current  GOP-led  Congress 
plans  to  return  to  Washington  to  complete  work 
on  must-pass  bills  such  as  the  agricultural 
appropriations  legislation. 

With  the  elections  still  three  weeks  out  at  the 
time  of  this  writing,  the  GOP  may  recover  and 
prove  the  political  prognosticators  wrong  once 
again.  Still,  the  potential  for  a  Democratic  victory 
in  the  House  is  worth  considering,  particularly  as 
it  relates  to  farm  bill  activity  in  2007.  Rep.  Collin 
Peterson  (D-MN),  a  strong  defender  of  the  US 
sugar  program,  would  almost  certainly  assume 
the  chairmanship  of  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee  just  in  time  to  guide  the  next  farm  bill 
through  the  House.  Peterson  has  backed  away 
from  support  for  a  clean  farm  bill  extension,  but 
has  indicated  that  there  would  be  few  changes  to 
the  current  commodity  programs  if  he  is  in  charge. 
This  position  appears  to  be  compatible  with  the 


leanings  of  Louisiana's  Agriculture  Committee 
members,  Rep.  Charlie  Melancon  (D)  and  Rep. 
Charles  Boustany  (R). 

There  could  be  negative  implications  for  others 
in  the  Louisiana  delegation.  Obviously,  a 
Democratic  House  would  foil  the  efforts  of  Rep. 
Jim  McCrery  (R-LA)  to  assume  the  gavel  at  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee,  but  he  would  retain 
a  major  role  in  shaping  trade  policy  as  one  of  the 
ranking  GOP  members  of  that  committee. 
Likewise,  a  change  in  majority  would  thwart  Rep. 
Richard  Baker's  plans  to  chair  the  Financial 
Services  Committee  but,  again,  he  would  still  be 
among  the  ranking  Republicans  of  that  important 
committee. 

Rep.  Rodney  Alexander's  position  on  the 
House  Committee  on  Appropriations  could  be 
endangered  by  a  Democratic  takeover,  as  the  GOP 
would  likely  lose  seats  on  that  vital  committee 
and  Alexander  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  GOP 
seniority  list.  As  Rep.  Alexander  is  the  lone 
Louisiana  member  of  the  Appropriations 
Committee,  this  could  be  a  significant  loss  for  the 
delegation  and  for  the  state.  On  the  other  hand, 
two  GOP  members  of  the  committee  are  retiring, 
another  has  resigned  due  to  legal  problems,  and 
three  others  are  currently  in  tough  races.  These 
departures  and  potential  losses  could  change  the 


equation  enough  to  preserve  Rep.  Alexander's 
seat  at  the  table  in  the  event  of  a  Democratic 
takeover. 

As  you  can  see,  the  stakes  are  high  and  the 
outcome  of  the  elections  will  have  mixed 
implications  for  the  upcoming  farm  bill  process, 
and  for  the  delegation. 

Peru  FTA  Vote  Possible  In  Post-Election  Session 

The  Administration  is  purportedly  planning  on 
submitting  the  US -Peru  Free  Trade  Agreement  to 
a  vote  during  the  post-election  session  mentioned 
above.  The  agreement  grants  an  11,000  metric 
ton  TRQ,  growing  at  a  rate  of  1 80  metric  tons  per 
year.  Obviously,  the  outcome  of  the  elections 
will  be  a  key  determining  factor  in  whether  the 
FTA  will  be  sent  to  Congress  for  an  up-or-down 
vote  this  calendar  year. 

On  a  separate  note,  the  industry  in  October 
submitted  comments  to  the  International  Trade 
Commission  regarding  the  likely  impact  of  the 
U.S. -Colombia  FTA  on  the  U.S.  economy  and  on 
the  domestic  sugar  industry.  The  industry  urged 
the  ITC  to  consider  the  agreement  in  the  context 
of  sugar  market  access  commitments  made  by 
the  U.S.  government  in  other  trade  agreements, 
and  in  other  pending  negotiations,  rather  than 
reviewing  the  agreement  in  isolation.  The 
industry  urged  ITC  to  take  into  account  the 
potential  impact  of  the  Colombia  FTA  with 
respect  to  assurances  provided  to  Congress  that 
C AFTA-DR  imports  would  not  interfere  with  the 
operation  of  the  U.S.  sugar  program  as  long  as 
the  2002  Farm  Bill  remains  in  place. 

USDA  WASDE  October  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  October  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2005/ 
06  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  at  1 ,332,000 
short  tons  (raw  value).  2005/06  production  was 
increased  to  7,429,000  tons  from  7,406,000  tons 
last  month,  with  beet  production  rising  to 
4,453,000  tons  from  4,421,000  tons  and  cane 
production  lowered  to  2,976,000  tons  from 
2,985,000  tons  last  month.  Louisiana  production 
was  reduced  to  1 , 1 96,000  tons  from  1 ,202,000  tons, 
while  Florida  was  unchanged  at  1,368,000  tons. 
Imports  are  increased  to  3,447,000  tons  from 
3,390,000  tons  due  mainly  to  higher  Tier- 2  entries 
from  Mexico.  Supply  increased  to  1 2,208,000  from 


12,128,000  tons  last  month.  Deliveries  are 
unchanged  at  10,300,000  tons  and  total  use  was 
unchanged  at  10,500,000  tons.  Ending  stocks 
are  raised  to  1 ,708,000  tons  from  1 ,628,000  tons 
last  month,  raising  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  to  16.3 
percent  from  15.5  percent. 

The  increase  in  2006/07  beginning  stocks  was 
accompanied  by  an  increase  in  production  to 
8,456,000  tons  from  8,445,000  tons  last  month, 
with  beet  production  rising  to  4,890,000  tons  from 
4,878,000  tons  and  cane  production  dropping 
slightly  to  3,566,000  tons.  Louisiana  was 
decreased  to  1,365,000  tons  from  1,370,000  tons 
while  Florida  was  increased  to  1 ,736,000  tons  from 
1 ,730,000  tons.  Imports  are  lowered  to  2,206,000 
tons  from  2,298,000  tons  due  to  lower  imports 
under  the  TRQ  and  lower  imports  of  molasses 
and  syrups.  As  a  result,  total  supply  was  lowered 
by  1,000  tons  to  12,370,000  tons.  Exports  are 
unchanged  at  200,000  and  deliveries  are 
unchanged  at  10,415,000  tons.  Total  use  is  also 
unchanged  at  10,615,000  and  ending  stocks  are 
slightly  lower  at  1,755,000  tons.  The  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  was  unchanged  at  16.5  percent. 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


UAP 


UNITED  AGRI  PRODUCTS 


Performance  Quality  Value 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


Anxiety,  Insects, 

Sugar  Cane  and 

Old  Age 

Wm.  Henry  Long,  PhD 


An  account  of  the  life  of  a 
sugar  cane  entomologist 
including  a  history  of  insect 
management  practices  and 
associated  research  in  Louisiana  sugar  cane 
during  nearly  half  a  century  (1950s  to  1990s). 
Available  in  paperback  and  hardback  formats 
through  your  local  book  store,  Amazon.com, 
Barnesandnoble.com,  Borders.com,  and 
www.xlibris.com/booksfore  or  888-795-4274  ext.876. 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


GAM  Tire  Co.,   Inc. 


337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 

1200  Monnot  RcL,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 


The  Best  is  yet  to  come  -  Hang  in  there! 

We  Can  help  yOU  Survive  Managed  by: 

by  Cutting  COSts!  Grace  and  Maggie 
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CapitalQrie 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  *  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  '  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


fst   ©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
lender    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


lfPU4UW4L 
LAND  BANK 

1~0  /  /"v)4-0~L/Y[N  JJ  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 
www.  louisianalandbank.  com . 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 
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Early  Crop  Report 

Planting  Completed 

Itchgrass  Spread 


From  initial  reports  by  producers  and 
processors,  this  year's  crop  appears  to 
be  significantly  better  than  last  year's.  In 
most  areas  of  the  cane  belt,  growers  are  reporting 
field  yields  at  least  two  tons  more  per  acre  than 
was  expected.  Additionally,  the  sugar  content 
of  fields  treated  with  a  ripener  is  very  good, 
with  most  reporting  200  (+)  lbs.  of  sugar  per  ton 
of  cane.  With  the  start  of  harvest  and  with  the 
weathermen  predicting  an  El  Nino  effect  this 
winter,  it  may  not  be  wise  to  wish  for  rain,  but  a 
1  to  2  inch  rain  would  certainly  improve  the 
potential  of  next  year's  plant  cane.  As  usual, 
one  should  be  careful  of  what  is  asked  for.  This 
was  the  circumstance  for  many  growers  who 
did  not  get  rain  for  all  of  June  and  much  of  July; 
but  were  wishing  for  it.  Then  by  mid-September, 
most  were  wishing  for  the  rain  to  stop.  Because 
of  rain  delay,  grassy  fields,  and  pre-planting 
preparations,  much  of  the  later  planted  cane  was 
planted  without  much  soil  moisture.  These 
fields  could  use  a  good  soaking  rain  to  seal  the 
rows  and  ensure  good  stands  for  next  year. 

Planting  Completed 

Although  under  pressure  by  the  start  of 
harvest,  growers  have  completed  their 
plantings.  There  may  be  a  field  or  two  here  and 
there  left  to  plant,  but  these  fields  represent  only 
a  small  percentage  of  the  total.  This  year's 


planting  is  one  of  the  largest  plantings  in  a 
number  of  years.  Planting  of  new  varieties, 
reduction  in  acreage  of  older  stubble  and 
replacement  of  flood-damaged  acreage  are 
among  the  reasons  for  this  year's  large  planting. 

Perhaps  the  number  one  reason  for  this 
increase  in  planting  is  that  the  industry  is  making 
a  rapid  reduction  in  its  acreage  of  LCP  85  -  384. 
During  the  midsummer  drought,  LCP  85  -  384's 
lack  of  vigor  was  obvious  and  accelerated  the 
effort  to  reduce  384's  acreage.  Most  growers 
were  able  to  plant  the  newer  varieties  (95  -  988, 
96  -  540,  and  97  - 128)  on  all  of  their  2006-planted 
acres.  Most  of  the  seedcane  from  the  secondary 
stations  of  L  99  -  226  was  a  very  good  quality 
and  straight;  however,  for  L  99  -  233  it  was  just 
the  opposite.  Much  of  the  seedcane  of  this 
variety  fell  before  it  could  be  distributed,  because 
of  its  height  and  tendency  to  lodge.  For  several 
secondary  stations  the  seed  plots  of  L  99  -  233 
was  such  a  tangled  mess  that  growers  decided 
not  to  plant  their  allocations. 

A  second  reason  for  this  year's  large  planting 
is  the  industry's  effort  to  reduce  its  percentage 
of  older  stubble  fields  (second  and  older). 
Economics  have  proven  that  it  does  not  pay  to 
keep  stubble  that  did  not  give  good  yields  the 
previous  year.  Acreage  of  stressed  older  stubble 
fields  (multiyear  ripener  treated,  early  harvested, 
and  flooded),  which  were  kept  expecting/hoping 


that  they  would  rebound  from  the  abuse  of  2005, 
is  not  producing  yields  as  was  hoped.  Production 
costs  have  been  on  a  steady  increase,  while  the 
price  received  for  sugar  has  been  at  a  standstill. 
Even  when  the  price  of  fuel  and  other  inputs  were 
not  so  exaggerated,  it  was  recommended  that  if  a 
field  of  cane  could  not  add  to  the  overall 
production  average,  it  should  not  be  kept. 

The  third  contributing  factor  to  this  large 
increase  in  planting  is  the  replacement  of  fields 
of  plant  cane  and  stubble  that  were  lost  to  salt 
water  flooding.  Because  of  hurricanes  Katrina 
and  Rita,  numerous  fields  of  sugarcane  in  the 
coastal  parishes  were  inundated  with  tidal  surges. 
In  many  of  these  fields  (newly  planted  and 
harvested  for  seed),  the  emerging  cane  was 
completely  covered  with  salt  water  that  killed  it. 
A  vast  majority  of  these  fields  were  not  replanted 
last  fall.  However  growers  were  able  to  replant  a 
few  of  the  flooded  fields,  but  due  to  the  dry 
weather  that  followed  planting,  the  stands  were 
not  very  good  in  these  fields. 

Itchgrass  Spread 

Throughout  the  industry,  itchgrass  has  been 
on  a  steady  increase  for  a  number  of  years. 
However,  as  one  travels  throughout  the  industry 
this  year  it  appears  that  this  obnoxious  grass  has 
spread  at  an  even  more  alarming  pace  than  in 
previous  years.  The  growers  have  suggested 
several  reasons  for  this  year's  rapid  spread.  These 
reasons  include  2005  dry  weather,  growers 
reducing  spending  on  herbicide  application  and 
the  spread  of  itchgrass  seeds  by  combine 
harvesters. 

Due  to  lack  of  rain  throughout  most  of  the 
industry  in  2005,  there  was  not  the  normal 
numerous  flushes  of  germinating  weed  seeds  in 


fallowed  fields,  ditch  banks,  and  headlands.  The 
seed  of  itchgrass  can  remain  dormant  for  many 
years  and  when  brought  to  the  surface  with 
sufficient  moisture  will  germinate.  That  would 
appear  to  be  the  case  for  this  year;  in  many  fields 
there  appears  to  be  twice  as  much  itchgrass  as  in 
previous  years. 

Here  on  the  Teche,  itchgrass  has  been  a 
problem  that  growers  have  battled  for  many  years. 
Because  of  the  low  yielding  crops  of  the  past 
four  years  and  in  an  effort  to  reduce  production 
costs  and  return  maximum  profits,  growers  have 
been  forced  to  make  economic  decisions  on  where 
to  spend  money.  The  spraying  of  ditch-banks 
with  herbicides  does  not  give  an  immediate 
economic  return,  but  in  the  long  run  it  certainly 
pays  by  reducing  a  source  of  weed  seed  that  will 
find  their  way  into  the  field,  reducing  yields,  and 
increasing  the  amount  of  herbicides  that  must  be 
applied. 

Because  of  the  cost  and  the  inability  to  properly 
apply  one  of  the  yellow  herbicides  on  ditch 
banks,  itchgrass  is  normally  very  heavy  along 
the  ditch  and  the  first  two  or  three  rows  of  many 
fields  here  on  the  Teche.  However,  itchgrass  is 
much  less  common  within  the  field  itself.  In 
discussions  about  this  year's  weed  problems, 
growers  are  indicating  that  they  are  seeing  a 
dramatic  increase  in  the  amount  of  itchgrass  in 
their  fields,  and  are  wondering  aloud  if  combines 
may  be  partially  responsible  for  this  increase.  The 
question  is,  are  the  secondary  extractor  fans  of 
combines  blowing  seeds  of  itchgrass  and  other 
weeds  from  the  outside  rows  onto  the  more 
interior  rows  of  fields?  With  the  use  of  one  of  the 
yellow  herbicides,  itchgrass  is  very  easy  to 
control,  but  when  left  unchecked,  it  spreads  very 
rapidly  and  becomes  a  very  costly  pest. 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years  " 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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Louisiana  Smoke  Management  Guidelines 
for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager  Program. 
The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when  burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although  these 
guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that  burning  operations 
be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as  possible  in  order  to  manage 
smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their  impact  on  the  public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful  incorporation 
of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 
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Manage  Shucks  and  Trash 

At  Harvest 

WITHOUT  BURNING! 


INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row 


Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

Doesn't  Choke 


Contact  Your 
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'  PRAYING 
\L_)    QUIPMENT 


Distributor: 


Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  607 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 

St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264-1061 
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SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lank 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


800-676-2146 

vAvw.sunc0marketin9.com 
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Extraneous  Matter  and  New  Varieties:  How  Do  They  Rank? 

By:  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  and  Windell  Jackson 


Variety  harvest  discussions  through  the  years  have  focused  on  the  importance  of  fresh  cane 
deliveries  and  good  cane  quality.  With  the  use  of  combine  harvesting,  additional  emphasis 
has  been  placed  on  the  effects  of  leaf  trash  on  sugarcane  processing.  A  high  quality  cane 
supply  is  vitally  important  to  our  mills  and  is  the  first  step  necessary  to  assure  delivery  of  a  superior 
raw  sugar  product  to  the  refiners.  We've  all  heard  it  emphasized  that  less  extraneous  matter  improves 
sugar  extraction  and  this,  in  turn,  improves  the  economy  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  Perhaps  in 
the  future  what  is  now  called  trash  will  be  a  co-product  with  an  economic  advantage,  but  for  now  we 
are  in  the  business  of  producing  the  highest  quality  sugar  at  the  lowest  possible  cost. 

While  mills  have  had  the  challenge  of  learning  how  to  deal  with  extraneous  matter  in  cane,  growers 
have  had  the  burden  of  choosing  when  to  use  the  match:  before  or  after  harvesting.  Depending  on 
the  locality  of  the  field  to  be  harvested  and  the  ease  of  compliance  with  smoke  management  guidelines, 
the  choice  is  not  always  an  easy  one.  Today,  growers  are  very  aware  of  the  impacts  of  their  field 
operations  on  the  general  public.  For  many,  smoke  and  ash  are  near  the  top  of  the  list  of  things  to  be 
concerned  about  during  harvest  season.  Growers  are  better  equipped  to  handle  green  cane  harvesting, 
so  a  larger  portion  of  the  crop  is  now  delivered  green.  Equipment  manufacturers  have  spent  countless 
hours  working  to  improve  the  performance  of  the  combine  harvesters  used  in  our  industry.  There's 
little  doubt  that  the  combines  operating  in  the  industry  today  are  more  efficient  than  earlier  models 
in  their  ability  to  deliver  less  leaf  trash  to  the  mill. 

Another  factor  in  the  green  cane  discussion  is  the  variety  of  cane  being  harvested.  It  is  well 
recognized  that  certain  variety  characteristics  such  as  erectness,  stalk  size  and  percent  of  leaf-trash 
also  play  a  major  role  in  the  quality  of  cane  deliveries  and  the  performance  of  the  combine  harvesters. 
These  are  just  a  few  of  the  19  different  characteristics  our  sugarcane  researchers  must  be  concerned 
about.  Variety  erectness  is  still  a  major  selection  criterion  and  is  a  highly  desirable  characteristic,  for 
obvious  reasons.  Throughout  the  variety  testing  stages,  researchers  must  observe  how  easily  a 
variety  lodges  when  compared  to  other  varieties.  During  the  harvest  operation  researchers  evaluate 
the  degree  of  difficulty  a  variety  presents  to  the  harvester  operator  and  the  amount  of  scrap  left  after 
harvest.  Varieties  that  stay  lodged  make  it  nearly  impossible  to  harvest  without  delivering  more 
extraneous  matter  than  necessary. 

Stalk  size  and  the  percent  of  leaf-trash  are  equally  significant  when  trying  to  provide  clean  cane 
deliveries.  A  larger  differential  in  weight  between  leaf  material  and  stalks  is  desirable  since  the  lighter 
leaves  must  be  extracted  from  the  cane  billets.  Thus,  a  variety  with  loose  leaves  and  dense  stalks  is 
easier  to  clean  than  vise  versa.  Variety  researchers  recognize  these  as  advantageous  characteristics, 
although  it  is  not  always  possible,  they  try  to  select  for  these  characteristics. 

A  common  question  heard  nowadays  is  how  well  do  the  new  varieties  harvest?  How  trashy  are 
they  and  how  well  will  they  clean?  There  is  no  easy  answer,  but  this  article  will  summarize  a  series  of 
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tests  that  were  designed  to  evaluate  the  new  varieties  and  the  amount  of  trash  that  these  varieties 
have  attached  to  their  stalks.  In  these  tests,  four  replications  of  15  whole  stalks  (including  tops  and 
side  leaves)  were  hand  cut  for  each  variety.  Four  of  the  tests  were  in  plant  cane  and  one  was  in  first 
stubble.  The  bundles  were  weighed  before  stripping  the  leaves  and  cutting  the  tops  at  the  last  hard 
joint.  Each  partition  was  weighed,  and  the  ratio  of  tops  and  side  leaves  to  stalks  was  used  to 
determine  the  percent  of  trash.  The  average  stalk  weight  presented  is  the  weight  of  the  stalk  only, 
without  tops  and  side  leaves. 

The  new  varieties  have  a  host  of  differences  when  compared  to  LCP  85-384,  which  has  been 
described  as  one  of  the  worst  types  of  varieties  for  the  combine  harvester.  LCP  85-384  is  a  variety 
that  lodges  early  with  the  slightest  wind  and/or  rain,  and  has  small  stalks  with  a  lot  of  trash.  HoCP 
96-540  and  L  99-226  appear  to  have  a  slightly  less  percentage  of  trash  and  heavier  stalks  than  LCP 
85-384.  L  99-226  appears  to  have  a  looser  leaf  sheath  than  HoCP  96-540  with  an  incredible  average 
stalk  weight  approaching  three  pounds,  but  is  not  as  erect  as  HoCP  96-540.  The  next  group  of 
varieties  appears  to  have  very  loose  leaf  sheaths  and  should  be  easier  to  clean  than  LCP  85-384.  L 
97-128  is  the  most  erect  variety  in  this  group.  It  has  been  observed  that  Ho  95-988  can  be  brittle 
following  high  winds,  and  this  variety  may  have  significant  top  breakage,  but  generally  harvests  well 
later  in  the  season.  While  L  99-233  has  the  lowest  percentage  of  trash  in  these  hand  cut  samples,  this 
variety  is  the  most  recumbent  commercial  variety  and  may  provide  a  considerable  challenge  during 
harvesting,  especially  during  wet  conditions.  Another  interesting  observation  is  that  even  though 
Ho  95-988  and  L  99-226  have  a  lower  percentage  of  trash,  the  loose  leaves  sometimes  wrap  around 
the  scrolls  of  the  combine  like  rope.  Now  that's  a  challenge  no  one  needs! 

It's  not  certain  what  type  of  cane  quality  loads  each  variety  will  provide  until  significant  quantities 
are  delivered,  but  this  information  does  indicate  that  before  the  cane  is  harvested,  every  other 
commercial  variety  tested  had  a  lower  percentage  of  trash  and  a  higher  average  stalk  weight  than 
LCP  85-384.  As  more  experience  is  gained,  additional  confidence  in  each  variety's  potential  will  help 
formulate  recommendations  for  our  industry  to  best  utilize  these  new  commercial  releases. 

These  tests  could  not  have  been  completed  without  the  help  of  the  personnel  from  the  USDA- 
ARS  sugarcane  research  station.  Thank  you  for  your  help  and  support. 


Table  1.      The  average  percentage  of  trash  (tops  and  side  leaves)  and  average  stalk  weight  of 
commercial  varieties  from  five  replicated  tests  in  2004-2006. 


Variety 

Average 
%  Tops 

Average 
%  Side  leaves 

Average 
%  Trash 

Average 
Stalk  wt 

LCP  85-384 

12 

9 

22 

1.82 

HoCP  96-540 

10 

10 

20 

2.12 

L  99-226* 

11 

9 

19 

2.92 

Ho  95-988 

10 

8 

18 

1.98 

L  97- 128 

9 

8 

17 

2.22 

L  99-233* 

10 

8 

17 

2.19 

only  two  tests  were  completed  for  these  varieties. 


14 


tls'S3ll ll>...,#  1L.J1  ^OllmJliUllsil  ir'%  Si  ;.#* 


Service 


Service  for  all  wholestalk 
cutters  and  loaders. 


Case  Austoft  cane 

combines,  sales,  parts 

and  service. 


Sprayer 

Get  ready  for  the  new  varieties.  Delivery  slots 
available  for  early  spring. 


> 


Sprayer  Conversio 


H 
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A  two  row  cutter  is  used  to  make  a  10  row  heavy  duty 

high  crop  sprayer  for  all  spraying  schedules. 




___ 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


8  pairs  10  ton  Mill  Dump  Wagons,  excellent  shape,  good  tires,  built  by  Bayou  Service  Co. 
pair  $14,000.  Call  Sidney  Andras  at  (985)  446-1129. 


per 


1999  Austoft  Cane  Harvester  (New  engine,  completely  rebuilt  Hyd.  Motor,  one  season  on  Cat. 
Rollers  -  Excellent  condition);  3-Field  Carts;  Heavy  Duty  8ft.  Cane  Grabs  (will  fit  Komatsu 
150  or  200  or  other  machine);  IH  4586  4x4  Tractor.  Call  David  Vanderlick  at  (318)  452-4802 
or  (318)  776-5048. 


10  Davis  type  Billet  Cane  Carts 

or  (337)  276-5975. 


$6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Fabian  LeMaire  at  (337)  519-1983 


2  Saddle  Tanks  saddle;  2  Sets  Iron  Wheels  -  $400/set;  Dual  wheels  (2  front  13.6x38)  and  (2 
rear  13.6x46)  for  JD  6310  or  6300;  Laser  Stand  Wagon;  Reynolds  LS  14ft.  HD  Scraper 
(heavy  duty);  1991  CASE  IH  7130  Magnum;  1998  JD  7810  Tractor  w/iron  wheel  on  back 
tires;  580  E  CASE  Back  hoe  (Extended);  Lawson  18ft.  Pasture  Aerator  (take  the  place  of  flat 

choppers);  JD  4-Row  Cultivator.  Other  Miscellaneous  Items.  Call  Gary  Luke,  Baker  Plantation 
at  (337)  836-9423  home  or  (337)  523-8434  cell. 

LeBlanc  Drain  Cleaner  -  very  good  condition  -  $1,200.  Call  Allen  Oubre  at  (337)  224-2952. 


2000  Austoft  Combine;  1997  -  5220  Case  IH  -  C/A  MFD;  1998  -  8910  Case  IH-  C/A  MFD; 
1992  -  5250  Case  IH  2WD;  4-Row  Orthman  Rowmarker;  40'  Hwy.  Billet  Trailer;  (2)  1066 

IH,  high  clear  tractors,  salvage;  (2)  3-row  Choppers  (homemade);  (2)  Whole  Stalk  Transloader 
Wagons,  tandem  axles;  (2)  Billet  Wagons,  tandem  axles.  Call  Lynn  Breaux  at  (337)  276-4347 
after  6:00  p.m. 


1998  Case  IH  8940  MFD  Tractor  w/2937  hrs.; 
2002  Austoft  7700  Cane  Combine  w/2158  hrs. 
(with  trailer);  Broussard  8  ton  and  10  ton  dump 
wagons;  1990  Prentice  210  Transloader  on 
float  trailer;  John  Deere  30'  Spring  Chisel  - 
$2,500;  1989  Kenilworth  Truck  -  $12,000; 
1991  Kenilworth  Truck  -  $12,000;  Case  496 
Trandem  Disc  24'  -  $5,000.  Call  Alfred 
Baudoin  Farms,  Erath,  LA  at  (337)  937-0089  or 
(337)  288-9061. 


Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 


Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1 404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer  (License  #650-06) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser  #01 249 


Item  1) 


RIO  GRANDE  VALLEY  SUGAR  GROWERS,  INC. 

P.O.  BOX  459    SANTA  ROSA,  TEXAS  78593 

OFFICE:  (956)  636-1411      FAX:  (956)  636-1046 


Fifty  (50)  1995  Perfectrail  Trailers  -  Model:  PTCC35;  Frame:  40,000  lbs.;  Tire:  1 1R  x  22.5,  16 
Ply  Rim  8.25  x  22.5;  Length:  20  ft.;  Two  axles;  GVWP:  80,000  lbs.;  GAWR:  45,000  lbs., 
Good  Condition. 


Item  2)     Seventeen  (17)  Infield  Chassis  -  Two  axles;  Frame  Rating  40,000  lbs.;  GVWR:  80,000  lbs.; 
GAWR:  45,000  lbs.;  Rims:  8.25  x  22.5;  20  ft.  Chassis,  in  Good  Condition. 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 

Capital  One  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Case  IH 

Racine,  WI 

|  CoBank 

]  St.  Louis,  MO 

|  Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

|  Lafayette,  LA 

J  The  Cottonport  Bank 

Cottonport,  LA 

|  Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

I  New  Orleans,  LA 

|  Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 

Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 

First  South  ACA 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

John  Deere  Thibodaux,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
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Wholestalk  Cutters 

Wholestalk  Loaders 
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Austoft  7700  combine  with  new 

cleaning  system,  wide  front,  center 

mount  lift  cylinders  and  automatic 

height  sensing  basecutter. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Season's  Greetings 

Disaster  Assistance  Update 

Congressional  Staff  Tour 


As  2006  rolls  to  a  close,  we  look  back  over 
the  past  twelve  months  and  realize  that 
we  have  much  to  be  thankful  for.  Unlike 
last  year  it  is  certainly  refreshing  not  to  have  to 
deal  with  the  after  affects  of  a  hurricane. 

The  League  board,  staff,  and  I  wish  each  of 
you  a  Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year. 
May  this  year's  extended  harvest  season  be 
testimony  to  a  prosperous  start  to  2007,  with 
many  more  positive  things  on  the  way ! ! 

Disaster  Assistance  Update 

Our  Disaster  Assistance  proposal  is  still 
making  it's  way  through  the  administrative 
offices  in  Washington.  As  of  now,  it  appears  as 
though  distributions  will  be  made  in  mid- 
February.  We  continue  to  monitor  this  process 
and  will  update  you  should  any  new 
developments  arise. 

Your  local  Farm  Service  Agency  office  is 
putting  together  the  necessary  reports  that  will 
need  to  be  certified  by  each  grower  and 
processor.  As  soon  as  these  reports  are 
compiled,  you  will  be  notified  so  that  you  can 
certify  these  loss  calculations. 


Congressional  Staff  Tour 

The  2005  hurricanes  forced  us  to  cancel  last 
year's  annual  Congressional  Staff  tour  hosted 
by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.  After  this 
one  year  hiatus,  we  are  back  on  track  as  we  just 
wrapped  up  our  annual  visit  from  our  friends 
on  Capital  Hill.  This  year's  group  was  made 
up  of  staffers  from  across  the  country.  Several 
members  of  the  Louisiana  delegation  were 
represented  as  well.  The  tour  gives  these 
staffers  an  opportunity  to  experience  our 
industry  first  hand.  They  are  exposed  to  all 
aspects  of  research,  planting,  productions, 
harvesting,  milling  and  marketing.  Our 
Washington  consultants  are  also  on  hand  for 
discussions  on  trade  and  policy  issues. 

Much  of  the  burden  of  planning  and 
coordinating  this  event  falls  on  the  shoulders 
of  our  office  staff,  namely  Nannette  Nickens. 
She  did  a  remarkable  job  of  putting  this  event 
together.  On  behalf  of  our  producers  and 
processor,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  her 
for  her  fine  work. 
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"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


CapitalQne 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  '  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  *  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


f=^    ©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
lender    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Congressional  Changes  Impact  Farm  Bill  Debate 
USDA  WASDE  November  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Tfie  Democratic  takeover  of  the  House  and 
Senate  in  the  November  elections 
dramatically  changed  the  landscape  as 
farm  groups  and  legislators  begin  the  process 
of  writing  a  new  farm  bill.  Rep.  Collin  Peterson 
(D-MN),  an  early  proponent  of  extension  of  the 
current  commodity  programs  and  a  strong 
advocate  for  the  sugar  program,  will  take  the 
helm  of  the  House  Agriculture  Committee  in 
January  and  is  likely  to  emphasize  the  need  to 
maintain  an  adequate  safety  net  for  production 
agriculture. 

Senator  Tom  Harkin  (D-IA)  assumes  the  chair 
of  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  and  his 
focus  on  beefing  up  the  conservation  and 
energy  titles  of  the  next  farm  bill  will 
simultaneously  offer  challenges  and 
opportunities  to  production  agriculture. 

While  WTO-related  concerns  have  been  in 
the  forefront  of  the  debate  on  developing  a  new 
farm  bill,  perhaps  the  greatest  impact  on  this 
farm  bill  will  be  of  a  budgetary  nature.  Because 
of  high  prices  in  the  grains  and  oilseeds  complex, 
the  Congressional  Budget  Office  already 


projects  lower  costs  for  the  countercyclical  and 
marketing  loan  portions  of  the  current  safety 
net,  and  their  updated  baseline  in  early  2007  is 
likely  to  project  even  lower  costs  for  these 
programs.  Because  of  these  lower  costs,  the  5- 
and  10-year  baselines  used  in  formulating  the 
farm  bill  will  be  significantly  lower.  A  baseline 
that  was  in  the  range  of  $19  billion  during  the 
2002  farm  bill  will  likely  fall  by  $7-12  billion  in 
the  upcoming  CBO  projections.  This  will  force 
the  authorizing  committees  to  craft  commodity 
programs  to  ensure  that  spending  does  not 
exceed  those  levels;  unless  a  budget  resolution 
is  approved  that  adds  spending  authority. 

Senator  Kent  Conrad  (D-ND)  will  return  as 
Chairman  of  the  Senate  Budget  Committee,  a 
position  he  held  in  2002  when  the  last  farm  bill 
was  written.  His  support  for  increased  program 
spending  could  provide  significant  relief  from 
the  budgetary  vise  that  currently  faces  the 
authorizing  committees. 

The  changed  leadership  in  the  trade-related 
committees,  the  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  and  the  Senate  Finance  Committee, 


■— 


is  expected  to  result  in  more  aggressive  oversight 
of  the  Administration's  negotiations  on  the 
WTO  and  on  bilateral  and  regional  negotiations. 
In  the  House,  Chairman  Charlie  Rangel  (D-NY) 
has  indicated  that  the  Democrats  are  willing  to 
work  with  the  Administration  to  build  support 
for  trade  agreements,  but  only  if  there  is  a  greater 
focus  on  enforcement  of  commitments  and 
stronger  labor  provisions.  Senate  Finance 
Chairman  Max  Baucus  (D-MT),  who  will  be  up 
for  re-election  in  2008,  should  play  a  stronger 
role  in  ensuring  that  negotiators  weigh  the 
concerns  of  the  farm  community  before  agreeing 
to  significant  cuts  in  domestic  programs.  The 
issue  of  extension  of  Trade  Promotion  Authority 
(TPA),  the  "fast-track"  authority  for  the 
Administration  to  bring  trade  agreements  to 
Congress  for  up-or-down  votes  (rather  than 
allowing  Congress  to  amend  the  implementing 
legislation),  will  begin  to  heat  up  early  in  2007, 
with  current  TPA  authority  expiring  on  July  1 . 
Many  Members  of  Congress,  regardless  of 
partisan  affiliation,  are  resistant  to  extending  this 
authority,  but  the  change  in  control  of  both 
houses  of  Congress,  and  the  beginning  of  the 
presidential  campaign  season  early  next  year, 
will  weigh  heavily  on  the  minds  of  leaders  of 
both  parties. 

USD  A  WASDE  November  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  November  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2005/ 
06  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  at  1 ,332,000 
short  tons  (raw  value).  2005/06  production  was 


decreased  to  7,399,000  tons  from  7,429,000  tons 
last  month,  with  beet  production  dropping  to 
4,444,000  tons  from  4,453,000  tons  and  cane 
production  lowered  to  2,955,000  tons  from 
2,976,000  tons  last  month.  Louisiana  production 
was  reduced  to  1,190,000  tons  from  1,196,000 
tons,  while  Florida  was  lowered  to  1 ,367,000  tons 
from  1,368,000  tons.  Imports  are  decreased  to 
3,443,000  tons  from  3,447,000  tons.  Supply 
decreased  to  12,174,000  tons  from  12,208,000 
tons  last  month.  Deliveries  are  raised  to 
10,326,000  tons  from  10,300,000  tons  and  total 
use  was  lowered  to  10,413,000  tons  from 
10,500,000  tons.  Ending  stocks  are  raised  to 
1 ,76 1 ,000  tons  from  1 ,708,000  tons  last  month, 
raising  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  to  16.9  percent 
from  16.3  percent. 

The  increase  in  2006/07  beginning  stocks  was 
accompanied  by  an  increase  in  production  to 
8,518,000  tons  from  8,456,000  tons  last  month, 
with  beet  production  rising  to  4,901,000  tons 
from  4,890,000  tons  and  cane  production 
increased  to  3,617,000  tons  from  3,566,000  tons. 
Louisiana  was  increased  to  1 ,420,000  tons  from 
1,365,000  tons  while  Florida  was  unchanged  at 
1,736,000  tons.  Imports  are  unchanged  at 
2,206,000  tons.  As  a  result,  total  supply  was 
increased  to  12,485,000  tons  from  12,370,000 
tons.  Exports  are  unchanged  at  200,000  and 
deliveries  are  unchanged  at  10,415,000  tons. 
Total  use  is  also  unchanged  at  10,615,000, 
resulting  in  an  increase  in  ending  stocks  to 
1,870,000  tons  from  1,755,000  tons.  The  stocks- 
to-use  ratio  was  increased  to  17.6  percent  from 
16.5  percent. 
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•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 
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FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


Anxiety,  Insects, 

Sugar  Cane  and 

Old  Age 

Wm.  Henry  Long,  PhD 


An  account  of  the  life  of  a 
sugar  cane  entomologist 
including  a  history  of  insect 
management  practices  and 
associated  research  in  Louisiana  sugar  cane 
during  nearly  half  a  century  (1950s  to  1990s). 
Available  in  paperback  and  hardback  formats 
through  your  local  book  store,  Amazon.com, 
Barnesandnoble.com,  Borders.com,  and 
www.xlibris.com/bookstore  or  888-795-4274  ext.876. 


Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 

Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 
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Jrom  the  fietdto  t he  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  •  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.  honiron.  com 

Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 
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for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 


www.  lows 


louisianalandbunk.  a: 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 

Atrazine  Use  In  The  Upper  Terrebonne  Drainage  Basin 

Post-Freeze  Deterioration  Ratings  for  Louisiana's  Commercial  Varieties 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  November 
16,  2006,  most  growers  are  indicating 
that  their  yields  so  far  are  running  about 
three  tons  more  than  their  final  yields  for  the 
2005  crop.  Third  and  second  stubble  fields  of 
LCP  85-384  have  produced  these  higher  yields. 
This  increase  in  tonnage  is  also  reflected  in  the 
data  collected  for  third,  second,  and  first  stubble 
outfield  tests.  In  the  older  of  these  tests,  LCP 
85-384  has  yielded  30  tons  or  less,  while  the 
newer  commercial  varieties  have  average  yields 
around  the  3 5 -ton  mark. 

Throughout  the  industry,  only  a  small 
percentage  of  plant-cane  has  been  harvested. 
Where  plant-cane  fields  of  the  new  varieties 
HoCP  96-540  and  L  97-128  were  harvested,  the 
yields  have  been  in  the  45(+)-ton  range  with 
sugar  per  acre  yields  in  excess  of  9,0001bs. 

During  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  harvest 
season,  producers  and  processors  were  reporting 
historically  high  sugar  production.  The  sugar 
numbers  were  well  above  any  reported  from  1987 
(record  year  for  sugar)  through  2005.  But,  and 
there  is  always  a  "but,"  with  weekly  rains  and 
the  muddy  field  conditions  that  followed,  sugar 
recovery  quickly  dropped.  During  a  period  of 
less  than  two  weeks,  some  of  the  more  northern 
and  western  cane  producing  parishes  received 
from  15  to  20(+)  inches  of  rain. 


Throughout  the  cane  belt  most  fields  have  been 
blown  down  by  rains  and  accompanying  winds. 
Of  the  new  varieties,  all  but  L  99-233  have 
somewhat  erected  themselves.  A  large  number 
of  bull  shoots  (water  sprouts)  are  now  visible  in 
LCP  85-384,  L  97-128,  and  L  99-233.  There  are 
some  bull  shoots  in  HoCP  96-540,  but  not  in  the 
numbers  that  are  found  in  the  other  varieties.  It 
is  well  known  that  bull  shoots  add  significantly 
to  tonnage,  but  take  away  from  TRS.  This  year 
may  turn  out  not  to  be  a  record  year  for  sugar 
recovery  after  all. 

The  almost  weekly  rains  have  kept  fields 
muddy,  and  much  of  the  acreage  harvested  so 
far  has  some  amount  of  rutting.  The  harvest  of  a 
number  of  fields,  which  are  in  black  land,  has 
been  delayed  because  of  these  continuous  wet 
field  conditions.  As  has  been  stated  many  times, 
LCP  85-384  cannot  tolerate  wet  feet.  The  ability 
of  the  newer  varieties  to  withstand  waterlogged 
field  conditions  is  not  well  known.  As  has  been 
advised  in  the  past,  growers  should  make  every 
effort  possible  to  drain  all  rutted  fields  as  quickly 
as  possible  after  harvest. 

Atrazine  use  in  the  Upper  Terrebonne 
Drainage  Basin 

In  the  agreement  between  the  EPA  and 
Syngenta,  tolerance  levels  were  established  for 


the  amount  of  atrazine  that  will  be  legally  allowed 
in  the  Upper  Terrebonne  Drainage  Basin.  Under 
this  mitigation  plan,  if  water  tests  at  the  Iberville 
Water  District  #3  Plant  indicate  that  levels  of 
atrazine  are  above  37.5  ppb  in  raw  water  for  a  90- 
day  rolling  average,  growers  will  no  longer  be 
able  to  use  atrazine  in  the  Upper  Terrebonne 
Drainage  Basin.  The  rolling  90-day  average  for 
2006  was  well  below  the  37.5  ppb  trigger.  In 
2002, 2003, 2004,  and  2005  there  were  the  normal 
January  -  March  spikes,  but  they  were  much 
lower  than  in  the  preceeding  years.  Even  with 
the  extremely  dry  harvest  of  2005,  few  rutted 
fields,  and  with  little  rain  during  the  2006  winter, 
(January  -  March)  there  were  spikes  for  atrazine 
detected  in  the  raw  water.  With  the  amount  of 
rutting  during  harvest  this  year,  the  use  of  ground 
application  equipment  may  be  limited  and  require 
that  more  acreage  of  atrazine  be  applied  by  aerial 
means.  The  more  atrazine  applied  by  air,  the 
more  potential  for  significant  runoff.  This  is 
especially  true  if  rain  showers  shortly  follow 
applications. 

The  key  to  the  success  for  any  mitigation  plan 
is  education:  getting  information  on  how  to 
reduce  atrazine  runoff  to  individual  growers.  The 
task  of  developing  the  BMPs  and  then  getting 
this  information  to  growers  was  given  to  the  LSU 
AgCenter  and  the  Extension  Service.  The 
AgCenter  in  conjunction  with  the  Upper 
Terrebonne  Stakeholders  Group  developed  a  six 
step  voluntary  BMP  plan  to  aid  in  the  reduction 
of  atrazine  in  runoff  water  that  goes  into  the 
Basin. 

Six  mitigation  actions  recommended  by  the 
LSU  AgCenter  for  the  effective  use  of  atrazine  in 
sugarcane  are  as  follows: 


following  application  that  is  sufficient  to 
cause  water  runoff. 

3.  Do  not  apply  atrazine  to  non-crop  areas  ] 
around  fields  (ditches  and  headlands)  since 
application  to  these  areas  will  increase  the  I 
likelihood  of  runoff. 

4.  Use  alternative  herbicides  where  practical. 
Winter  weeds  can  be  controlled  with 
Gramoxone,  Boa,  Weedmaster,  Brash,  I 
Kambamaster,  or  a  2,4-D  formulation. 
Herbicides  to  include  DuPont  K4,  Direx, 
Karmex,  Sencor,  Sinbar,  or  Spartan  can  j 
provide  control  of  both  emerged  weeds  and 
those  that  will  emerge  later. 

5.  Atrazine  is  effective  on  morning  glories  or  ; 
tie-vines.  These  weeds  generally  are  most  I 
prevalent  in  fields  after  layby  suggesting  that 
for  most  efficient  control  of  tie-vines  atrazine 
application  should  be  delayed  until  layby  or 
later  in  the  season  as  tie- vines  emerge.  Other 
herbicides  are  as  effective  as  or  more  effective 
than  atrazine. 

6.  Avoid  broadcast  application  of  atrazine  if  a 
banded  application  will  suffice.  Weeds  ! 
growing  in  the  middles  are  usually  destroyed 
by  cultivation.  Broadcast  application  of  ; 
atrazine  prior  to  layby  provides  little  additional  j 
weed  control  when  compared  with  a  banded  I 
application. 


1 .  Do  not  use  more  than  is  recommended  for  a 
particular  application.  Individual  application 
rate  should  not  exceed  more  than  2  lbs.  active 
ingredient  per  acre  when  applied  on  a  band 
(2  quarts  of  4L  formulation  or  2.22  lbs.  of 
90%  dry  formulation  applied  for  example  on 
a  36  inch  band  on  a  72  inch  row). 

2.  Do  not  apply  atrazine  to  a  wet  soil  surface 
where  potential  for  runoff  would  be  great.  A 
drier  soil  that  is  worked  will  absorb  more 
atrazine.  Once  atrazine  is  in  the  soil,  runoff 
potential  decreases.  Most  atrazine  that 
leaves  a  field  does  so  in  the  first  rainfall  event 
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(337)  523-5785  Cell 
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Post-Freeze  Deterioration  Ratings  for 
Louisiana's  Commercial  Varieties 

With  the  late  start  of  the  harvest,  weekly  rains, 
and  the  increase  in  field  yields,  it  appears  that 
harvests  will  extend  into  at  least  the  first  week  of 
January  2007.  Growers  are  reminded  that  LCP 
85-384  has  a  very  good  post-freeze  deterioration 
record.   The  post-freeze  deterioration  rating  of 


the  other  commercial  varieties  is  either  not  as 
good  as  384's  or  there  has  not  been  enough  data 
(lack  of  cold  weather)  collected  to  give  the  new 
varieties  a  freeze  rating.  Because  there  is  always 
a  potential  for  a  severe  freeze  during  December, 
and  with  LCP  85-384s  good  post-freeze 
deterioration  rating,  it  might  be  wise  for  growers 
to  end  up  harvest  in  fields  of  this  variety. 


Post-freeze  deterioration  ratings  for  Louisiana's  commercial  varieties: 


Post-freeze 

Post-freeze 

Variety 

deterioration  rating 

Variety 

deterioration  rating 

LCP  85-384 

Good 

Ho  95-988 

Moderate 

HoCP  85-845 

Moderate 

L97-128 

Moderate 

HoCP  91-555 

Poor  -  Moderate 

L99-226 

Unknown 

HoCP  96-540 

Moderate  -  Good 

L  99-233 

Unknown 

rhink  before  tracking  mud  on  the  roadway  or  burning  a  field.  Think  of  your  neighbors  and  think 
nf  the  folks  that  might  be  affected  by  mud  or  who  might  be  downwind  of  the  fire.  Be  a  good  neighbor! 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  ALL 


GAM  Tire  Co.,   Inc. 


337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 

1200  Monnot  R<±,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

The  Best  is  yet  to  come  -  Hang  in  there! 

We  can  help  you  survive 

by  cutting  costs! 


Managed  by: 
Grace  and  Maggie 


Try  the  Classifieds  in 

The  Sugar  Bulletin!!! 

It  Really  Works! 
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Louisiana  Smoke  Management  Guidelines 
for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 

All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn 
Manager  Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must 
take  when  burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional 
copies,  contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although 
these  guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that 
burning  operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner 
as  possible  in  order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce 
their  impact  on  the  public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming 
operation. 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


Special  Session  Called 
Critics  Warn  of  Abuse 


Governor  Blanco  said  recently  that  she 
intends  to  call  a  special  session  of  the 
legislature  to  deal  with  topics  in  the 
budget  that  are  urgent  and  critical.  The 
proposed  10-day  budget  session  has  not  been 
officially  called  as  the  Sugar  Bulletin  goes  to 
press,  but  indications  are  that  the  Governor  is 
determined  to  act  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
Revenue  Estimating  Conference  just  recently 
announced  that  the  rebuilding  of  storm 
damaged  areas  of  the  state,  along  with  general 
business  increases,  has  increased  expected 
revenues  for  '06/'07  fiscal  year  by  over  $800 
million.  This  surplus  amounts  to  over  10%  of 
the  budget  enacted  last  summer. 

Among  other  things  to  be  dealt  with  the 
Governor  wants  the  session  to  focus  on 
"immediate  insurance  rate  relief  caused  by  the 
Citizens  Property  Insurance  crisis."  She  wants 
the  legislature  to  authorize  rebate  checks  to 
homeowners  who  have  policies  with  the  state- 
run  Louisiana  Citizens  Property  Insurance  Co. 
Citizens  was  formed  by  the  legislature  several 
years  ago  as  a  response  to  the  difficulty  coastal 
area  homeowners  were  having  finding  affordable 
insurance,  and  it  has  been  overwhelmed  with 
claims  due  to  the  storms.  Citizens  borrowed 
money  to  pay  the  claims  and  got  authorization 
to  add  a  surcharge  to  policy  holders'  premium 
fees  this  year. 


She  also  wants  to  grant  tax  cuts  to  families 
and  businesses,  finance  large  economic 
development  projects,  and  provide  pay  raises 
to  teachers,  police  officers  and  fire  fighters.  She 
also  announced  that  the  surplus  should  be  used 
to  deal  with  the  state's  "crumbling  roads.  I  want 
a  significant  investment  in  statewide  road 
improvements,"  she  said. 

Additionally,  she  said  she  wants  to  pay  down 
state's  retirement  systems'  shortfalls  and  also 
to  address  the  deferred  maintenance  of  buildings 
on  our  campuses. 

Critics  Warn  of  Abuse 

Legislators  are  saying  that  the  possible 
increase  in  revenues  could  be  as  much  as  a  billion 
dollars  more  than  has  been  forecasted.  Storm 
repair  activity  is  unprecedented 
and  unusual  corporate  vigor  may  wind  up 
creating  a  budget  excess  large  enough  to  do  all 
the  things  the  Governor  wants  to  fix  but  there 
are  critics  who  say  the  money  can't  be  spent  on 
such  things. 

The  Louisiana  Association  of  Business  and 
Industry  (LABI)  predicts  the  Revenue  Estimating 
Conference  will  recognize  the  money  as  "non- 
recurring" which  will  limit  the  items  it  can  be 
spent  on.  The  state  constitution  requires  that 
25%  of  the  surplus  must  go  into  the  "rainy  day 
fund"  which  will  reduce  the  total  available  by 
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$70  million.  The  constitution  also  requires  that 
the  balance  of  the  $827  million  surplus  be  spent 
on  non-recurring  items,  such  as  paying  off  state 
debt,  paying  down  unfunded  accrued  liability 
of  the  state  retirement  systems,  and  capital 
outlay.  Capital  outlay  is  money  spent  in 
construction  of  state  sponsored  projects  which 
do  not  require  recurring  dollars. 

There  are  ways  to  avoid  the  non-recurring 
mandate.    Past  administrations  developed 


maneuvers  for  using  surpluses  for  recurring 
expenses.  For  example:  paying  down  short-term  1 
debt  with  surplus  fund  fees,  up  the  current  cash  1 
flow  to  spend  on  recurring  items  in  the  budget.  I 
This  would  not  technically  violate  the  state  I 
constitution.  Republicans  and  good  government 
watchdog  organizations  tend  to  be  skeptical  of 
the  spending  proposed  by  the  agenda  set  by  I 
the  Governor.  Alternate  proposals  will  surely  be 
offered  once  the  session  gets  underway. 


UAP 


UNITED  AGRI  PRODUCTS 


Performance  Quality  Value 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


^ 


First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 
Agricultural  Lender 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal  return 

on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that 

our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's 

important  to  YOU! 

mm 


Michele  Simoneaux  Dean  Martin  Donna  Booty 

Give  us  a  call  in  Thibodaux!     (985)  446-9450 
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Manage  Shucks  and  Trash 

At  Harvest 

WITHOUT  BURNING! 


INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row 


Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

Doesn't  Choke 


Contact  Your 


'  PRAYING 
\L_>  ^UIPMENT 


Distributor: 


Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  607 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 

St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264-1061 


SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lanic 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


800-676-2146 

sunc0marketin3.com 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


Reduced  -  16-10  ton  Mill  Dump  Billet  Cane  Wagons.  Excellent  shape,  good  tires, 
heavy  duty  tandem  axles.  Built  by  Bayou  Service  Co.  -  $6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Sidney 
Andras  at  (985)  446-1129. 

2  Saddle  Tanks  saddle;  2  Sets  Iron  Wheels  -  $400/set;  Dual  wheels  (2  front  13.6x38) 
and  (2  rear  13.6x46)  for  JD  63 10  or  6300;  Laser  Stand  Wagon;  Reynolds  LS  14ft.  HD 
Scraper  (heavy  duty);  1991  CASE  IH  7130  Magnum;  1998  JD  7810  Tractor  w/iron 
wheel  on  back  tires;  580  E  CASE  Back  hoe  (Extended);  Lawson  18ft.  Pasture  Aerator 

(take  the  place  of  flat  choppers);  JD  4-Row  Cultivator.  Other  Miscellaneous  Items. 
Call  Gary  Luke,  Baker  Plantation  at  (337)  836-9423  home  or  (337)  523-8434  cell. 

2000  Austoft   Combine,  excellent  condition;  1998  -  Case  IH  8910-  MFD,  C/A;  (2) 
Whole  Stalk  Transloader  Wagons,  Davis  axles;  (2)  1066  IH,  high  clear  tractors,  salvage; 
(2)  sets  iron  wheels  for  duals;  490  flat  chopper  21';  Set  of  Saddle  Tanks  (200  gal. 
each),  pump  and  guage  wheel;  3-row  Chopper,  homemade;  3-row  Chopper,  homemade, 
off-bar's  and  shields.  Call  Lynn  Breaux  at  (337)  201-1899. 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 

Capital  One  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Case  IH 

Racine,  WI 

CoBank 

St.  Louis,  MO 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

Lafayette,  LA 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

Cottonport,  LA 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 

Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 

First  South  ACA 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

John  Deere  Thibodaux,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

Opclousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
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Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

White  Castle  Fertilizer  Co-op 

White  Castle,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 


IHE  SUGAR  BU 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/ promotion,  and  education. 


American 
Sugar  Cane 
?  League 

.V,  ^Est.1922 
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Sweet  crop 


Sweet  financing. 


Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 


1-o77-d4o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  huv,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       *Oy 

www.louishindlandlnink.coni.  Lender 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


New  Blood 
New  Sugar  User 


As  2007  swings  into  high  gear  so  does 
the  activity  level  around  the  League 
office.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  preparing 
for  our  Annual  meeting,  compiling  our  yearly 
budget,  and  nominating  a  new  slate  of  directors 
and  officers.  Many  of  you  have  been  very  active 
League  members  for  quite  a  long  time.  On  behalf 
of  our  membership,  I  thank  you  for  your  untiring 
commitment  to  preserving  Louisiana's  200  year 
old  sugar  industry. 

For  any  trade  association  to  maintain  its 
effectiveness,  it  is  imperative  that  new  volunteers 
step  to  the  forefront  and  help  carry  the  message 
and  do  the  work.  The  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  needs  your  help!  A  number  of  different 
initiatives  will  be  undertaken  this  year  that  will 
require  a  substantial  amount  of  manpower.  I 
encourage  you  to  take  a  few  moments  and 
seriously  consider  what  you  can  do  to  help  our 
sugar  industry.  If  you  want  to  become  more 
involved  please  contact  me  at  our  office  and  I 
will  be  glad  to  visit  with  you  to  discuss  your 
particular  area  of  interest. 

NEW  BLOOD  IS  NEEDED. .  .GIVE  SOME! ! 

New  Sugar  User 

For  the  past  several  months  I  have  reported 
good  news  about  sugar  consumption.  American 
consumers  are  looking  for  more  "All  Natural" 


food  products  and  that  fits  well  for  sugar  as  it  is 
"All  Natural."  The  other  major  sweeteners  can 
not  make  that  claim. 

Jones  Soda  Co.,  a  Seattle  maker  of  soft  drinks 
sold  throughout  the  U.S.,  plans  to  replace  high- 
fructose  corn  syrup  with  cane  sugar  in  its  drinks 
starting  in  January.  The  move  by  Jones,  which 
churns  out  Blue  Bubble  Gum  and  Twisted  Lime 
sodas,  along  with  a  high  energy  drink,  aims  to 
capitalize  on  the  bad  publicity  surrounding  high- 
fructose  corn  syrup,  which  some  scientists  have 
linked  to  rising  U.S.  obesity  rates. 

Sweetening  its  sodas  with  cane  sugar  instead 
of  HFCS  "truly  differentiates  Jones  and 
provides  the  consumer  with  a  healthier 
alternative,"  Peter  van  Stolk,  the  company's 
president  and  chief  executive,  said  in 
announcing  the  switch.  Unlike  HFCS,  he  said, 
cane  sugar  is  a  "natural  ingredient"  with  a 
"positive  perception  in  the  consumer's  mind." 

Beverage  Digest,  an  industry  publication, 
reports  that  Pepsi  is  considering  marketing 
"natural"  versions  of  its  Sierra  Mist  soda  and 
possibly  other  products.  Among  those  other 
products  could  be  a  version  of  Pepsi-Cola  made 
with  cane  sugar  and  devoid  of  the  preservatives 
and  other  ingredients  that  health-food-oriented 
consumers  shun,  according  to  a  person  familiar 
with  the  company's  discussions. 


244  Highway  3266     Thibodaux,  LA  70301  -1 602      Phone:  (985)  447-7285 


New  &  Used  Equipment 


Parts  &  Service 
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off-season  Rep 


Sales 
985-447-7285 


Parts 
985-493-5186 


Harvester  Repairs 
985-493-5018 


Nothing  Runs  Like  A  Deere! 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


inergy  Provisions  Approved  In  Lameduck  Session  of  Congress 

Farm  Bill  Priorities  and  Timeline 

A  Year  of  Mixed  Blessings 

USDA  WASDE  December  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


T|he  Republican-led  Congress  went  into 
recess  in  mid-December  having  approved 
a  continuing  resolution  that  keeps 
government  programs  functioning  into  early 
February.  The  new  Democratic  majority  will 
have  to  make  some  difficult  funding  choices  to 
resolve  a  host  of  spending  issues  in  early  2007 
just  to  keep  many  programs  operating  at  2006 
levels.  One  of  those  choices  will  be  on  the  '07 
fiscal  year  level  of  funding  provided  for  the 
construction  of  the  new  sugarcane  research 
laboratories  near  Houma.  The  House 
appropriators  approved  the  $16  million  needed 
to  complete  the  project,  while  Senate 
appropriators  approved  $3  million  for  continuing 
the  project. 

The  December  session  also  provided 
Congress  an  opportunity  to  approve  a  package 
of  tax  and  trade  issues,  including  extending 
permanent  normal  trade  status  to  Vietnam.  The 
package  including  the  54  cent  tariff  on  imported 
ethanol  and  an  extension  of  a  tax  credit  on  the 
production  of  electricity  from  renewable  sources. 
Another  important  part  of  this  package  was  an 


offshore  drilling  agreement  that  will  help  fund 
coastal  restoration  programs  essential  to 
southern  Louisiana. 

Farm  Bill  Priorities  and  Timeline 

One  of  the  final  actions  of  the  lameduck 
Congress  was  the  confirmation  of  Mark  Keenum 
as  the  new  Undersecretary  for  Foreign  and  Farm 
Service  Agencies  at  USDA.  Keenum,  long-time 
chief  of  staff  for  Senator  Thad  Cochran  (R-MS), 
will  play  a  crucial  role  as  the  new  Congress  takes 
up  the  farm  bill  renewal  in  2007. 

Indications  are  that  the  House  and  Senate 
Agriculture  Committees  will  aim  toward 
completing  their  respective  versions  of  the  farm 
bill  before  the  end  of  the  summer.  The  authorizing 
committees  will  not  have  firm  budgetary  targets 
for  the  farm  bill  until  March,  after  the  Budget 
Committees  have  received  new  budgetary 
scoring  from  the  Congressional  Budget  Office. 
The  recent  high  prices  in  the  corn  and  wheat 
markets  are  expected  to  dramatically  reduce  the 
anticipated  costs  of  the  current  farm  bill,  which 
would  have  a  negative  impact  on  CBO's  spending 


assumptions.  Obviously,  Senate  Budget 
Chairman  Kent  Conrad  (D-ND)  will  play  a  pivotal 
role  in  ensuring  that  the  farm  safety  net  is 
adequately  funded. 

While  new  Senate  Agriculture  Chairman  Tom 
Harkin  (D-IA)  is  focused  on  providing  more 
conservation  funding  in  the  next  farm  bill  and 
new  House  Agriculture  Chairman  Collin  Peterson 
(D-MN)  wants  funding  for  a  new  permanent 
disaster  program,  they  are  united  in  their  interest 
in  building  a  strong  energy  title  to  the  farm  bill. 
Chairman  Peterson  has  also  indicated  that  a 
build-up  funding  for  cellulosic-ethanol 
production  will  be  a  top  priority  for  the  House 
leadership,  while  cautioning  that  the  next  farm 
bill  will  look  very  similar  to  the  2002  bill. 

Indications  are  that  both  chairmen  will  attempt 
to  get  a  bill  passed  out  of  their  respective 
chambers  before  the  August  recess,  allowing 
staff  to  work  out  differences  during  the  recess. 
A  conference  to  reconcile  any  remaining 
differences  would  presumably  occur  in  early 
September. 

This  Herculean  effort  will  play  out  at  the  same 
time  that  the  appropriations  committees  will  be 
working  on  annual  spending  bills  for 
discretionary  spending  programs,  such  as 
agricultural  research. 

A  Year  Of  Mixed  Blessings 

The  year  just  completed  was  a  difficult  one 
for  many  of  us.  Our  farmers  faced  many 
uncertainties  in  the  aftermath  of  the  2005 
hurricane  season  and  efforts  to  achieve  disaster 
legislation  occupied  much  of  our  attention  in 
the  first  half  of  the  2006  calendar  year.  Finally, 
after  much  hard  work  on  the  part  of  the  local  and 
national  FSA  officials,  and  with  invaluable 
assistance  from  LSU  and  our  leading  private 
sector  consultants,  it  appears  that  the  way  is 
clear  for  disaster  assistance  benefits  to  begin 
moving  into  the  cane  sector  in  February  of  2007. 

The  Administration  announced  a  new  Mexico 
sweetener  deal  in  late  summer,  driving  the  market 
down  by  opening  the  US  market  to  a  wave  of 
unneeded  sugar  from  Mexico,  which  had  to  rely 
on  heavy  imports  from  other  countries  in  order 
to  fill  the  new  quota  provided  by  US  officials. 
With  the  complete  opening  of  the  US-Mexico 


sweetener  market  now  only  12  months  away,  the 
industry   is   working  to  ensure  that  the! 
Administration  has  the  tools  to  maintain  an 
effective  sugar  policy  in  this  new  and  evolving 
hemispheric  market. 

Finally,  my  dear  friend,  Don  Wallace,  passed 
away  in  June  2006  after  fighting  a  3 5 -year  battle 
against  cancer.  I  am  honored  to  have  been 
selected  to  follow  in  his  footsteps  as  Vice 
President  of  Government  Relations  for  the 
League,  just  as  I  was  honored  to  serve  with  him 
on  your  behalf  these  past  five  years. 

As  the  new  year  dawns,  I  see  hopeful  signs 
that  the  changes  that  have  occurred  in  recent 
months,  from  a  national  commitment  to  develop 
renewable  energy  sources  to  the  change  in 
leadership  in  Congress,  may  provide 
opportunities  for  our  growers  and  processors  to 
build  on  an  industrial  base  that  stretches  back 
more  than  two  centuries.  With  the  hemispheric 
sweetener  market  moving  closer  to  fruition  and 
the  Administration  continuing  to  negotiate 
additional  access  to  other  countries  via  bilateral 
trade  agreements,  fresh  challenges  are  likely  to 
arise  over  the  coming  year.  We  will  meet  those 
challenges  and  explore  any  and  all  new\ 
opportunities  to  expand  our  horizons  during  the 
difficult  farm  bill  debate  ahead. 

Joy  eux  Noel! 

USD  A  WASDE  December  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  December  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2005/ 
06  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  at  1 ,332,000 
short  tons  (raw  value),  while  2005/06  production 
was  unchanged  at  7,399,000  tons,  with  beet 
production  at  4,444,000  tons  and  cane  production 
at  2,955,000  tons.  Louisiana  production  was  also 
unchanged  at  1,190,000  tons.  Imports  were 
likewise  unchanged  at  3,443,000  tons  and  supply 
remained  at  12,174,000  tons.  Deliveries  are« 
increased  to  10,341,000  tons  from  10,326,000  tons  ( 
and  total  use  was  increased  to  10,476,000  tons 
from  10,413,000  tons.  As  a  result  of  higher  use, 
ending  stocks  are  lowered  to  1 ,698,000  tons  from 
1 ,761 ,000  tons  last  month,  lowering  the  stocks- 
to-use  ratio  to  1 6.2  percent  from  1 6.9  percent. 


The  lower  2006/07  beginning  stocks  was  more 
than  offset  by  an  increase  in  production  to 
8,695,000  tons  from  8,518,000  tons  last  month. 
Beet  production  rose  to  5,092,000  tons  from 
4,901,000  tons  while  cane  production  fell  to 
3,603,000  tons  from  3,617,000  tons.  Louisiana 
was  unchanged  at  1,420,000  tons  while  Florida 
was  unchanged  at  1,736,000  tons.  Imports  are 
slightly  lower  at  2,203,000  tons  from  2,206,000 


tons  last  month.  As  a  result,  total  supply  was 
increased  to  12,596,000  tons  from  12,485,000  tons. 
Exports  are  unchanged  at  200,000  and  deliveries 
are  unchanged  at  10,415,000  tons.  Total  use  is 
unchanged  at  10,615,000,  resulting  in  an  increase 
in  ending  stocks  to  1 ,98 1 ,000  tons  from  1 ,870,000 
tons.  The  stocks-to-use  ratio  was  increased  to 
18.7  percent  from  17.6  percent. 
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CORPORATION 


Jrom  the  fieCd to  t he  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUG.4R  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.  honiron.  com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


CANE  EQUIPMENT  -nl-ft*1' 


4* 


2007! 


More  Power 

New  Features 

Same  Reliability 

Same  Ease  of  Service 

Case  Austoft  Cane  Combine 


Sales    Parts    Service 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 

New  Varieties 

The  Three-Way  Agreement 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  December 
15,  2006,  the  full  amount  of  losses  from 
the  freeze  damage  of  December  4-5  and 
8-9  is  not  known.  Most  mills  were  expecting  to 
process  well  into  the  first  week  of  January  2007, 
with  even  some  expectations  that  the  crop  might 
last  through  mid- January.  No  matter  what  the 
region  of  the  cane  belt,  the  first  18  inches  or  so  of 
the  top  was  well  zapped  by  freezing  temperatures. 
These  temperatures  ranged  from  19°  to  23°  F  for 
the  more  northern  areas  to  24°  to  28°  F  for  the 
more  southern  regions  of  the  cane  belt.  In  most 
cases,  the  varieties  are  reacting  to  the  freeze  as 
the  data  indicates  they  should.  The  major  factors 
affecting  the  quality  of  cane  remaining  in  the  field 
are  hours  at  minimum  temperature,  variety,  and 
field  elevation.  Numerous  researchers,  county 
agents,  crop  consultants,  and  mill  contact 
persons  are  in  the  process  of  gathering  as  much 
information  as  possible.  This  is  all  being  done  in 
a  very  cooperative  manner  to  minimize  possible 
cane  losses  due  to  the  freezes. 

With  previous  freezes,  when  the  varieties  were 
more  erect,  and  there  was  positive  top  removal 
by  the  harvester,  growers  were  able  to 
progressively  remove  most  of  the  damaged  tissue 
by  lowering  the  topper  on  their  harvesters.  With 


no  severe  freezes  for  the  past  10  years,  our 
memories  of  reality  have  been  blurred.  Every 
year  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  is 
susceptible  to  freezes  that  can  damage  cane  to 
the  point  where  it  cannot  be  processed.  With  the 
success  of  LCP  85-384  and  the  combine  harvester 
needed  to  maximize  384's  yield  potential,  the 
breeding  program  is  not  selecting  as  strongly 
against  lodging  as  it  once  did.  An  example  of 
this  is  the  release  of  L  99-233.  As  new  varieties 
are  advanced  in  the  breeding  program,  because 
there  is  always  the  possibility  of  an  early  freeze, 
and  because  harvesters  can  do  a  better  job  of 
removing  frozen  tops  in  more  erect  canes;  more 
emphasis  must  be  placed  on  erectness. 

New  Varieties 

The  development  of  new  varieties  for  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  takes  13  years.  As 
varieties  are  advanced  through  the  program, 
those  that  have  advantageous  agronomic 
characteristics  are  returned  to  the  breeding 
houses  and  are  used  as  parents.  This  is  called 
recurrent  selection.  In  other  words,  the  best 
varieties  go  back  into  the  program  as  parents  as 
quickly  as  possible  so  that  their  superior  genetics 
can  be  integrated  into  the  next  crossing 
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generations.  Each  year  between  the  USDA  and 
LSU  breeding  stations  about  190,000  to  225,000 
new  varieties  are  brought  to  the  fields. 

Crosses  that  produce  varieties  for  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry  are  made  at  St.  Gabriel, 
LA  (LSU),  Canal  Point,  FL  (USDA),  and  Houma, 
LA  (USDA).  Only  crosses  that  produce  varieties 
that  have  commercial  potential  are  made  at  St. 
Gabriel  and  Canal  Point,  FL.  At  the  Houma 
Station,  to  supplement  the  seeds  that  are  planted 
from  the  crosses  produced  at  Canal  Point,  a  small 
number  of  crosses  are  made  for  the  commercial 
breeding  program.  Additionally  at  the  Houma 
Station,  crosses  for  the  integration  of  new  basic 
genes,  the  merging  of  genes  for  borer  resistance, 
and  for  the  development  of  varieties  for  use  in 
bioenergy  production  are  made. 

In  times  of  decreasing  production  and 
profitability,  this  industry  has  turned  to  the 
variety  program  and  the  newly  released  varieties 
to  pull  it  through.  One  of  the  most  successful 
varieties  released  to  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry  is  CP  65-357.  CP  65-357  was  released 
to  the  industry  in  1973,  and  reached  a  maximum 
of  73%  of  the  states  acreage.  CP  65-357  remained 
at  10%  (+)  of  the  acreage  for  more  than  20  years. 
In  the  past  33  years,  from  1973  (the  year  CP  65- 
357  was  released)  until  2005  (the  year  in  which 
Ho  95-988  was  released),  how  many  varieties 
have  been  released?  Is  the  answer  7,  11,  15,  or 
19?  See  Table  1  for  answer. 

As  one  looks  back  at  the  history  of 
Louisiana's  variety  program,  it  is  quickly  realized 
that  the  major  constant  and  sustainable  gain  has 
been  in  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  In  the 
variety  development  program,  the  most 
repeatable  trait  is  the  amount  of  sugar  in  the 
cane  itself.  Throughout  the  years,  the  emphasis 
on  this  trait  of  high  sugar,  at  both  the  USDA  and 
LSU,  has  paid  off.  At  the  start  of  the  2006  crop, 
we  were  at  a  record  setting  pace  for  sugar 
recovery.  Each  year  the  yield  for  sugar  per  ton 
in  hand-cut  samples,  which  are  taken  from 
outfield  tests,  average  30  to  40  lbs.  higher  in 
sugar  than  the  industry's  average  recovery. 


Occasionally,  from  these  clean  hand-cut  samples 
taken  from  outfield  test  plots,  sugar  yields  of 
more  than  300  lbs.  of  sugar  per  ton  are  reported. 
The  sugar  is  in  the  cane  stalk.  With  the  release 
of  newer  varieties  that  are  more  erect,  have 
looser  shucks,  and  have  greater  stalk  density 
(all  of  which  allow  for  the  better  cleaning  of  cane) 
perhaps  the  industry's  recoveries  will  come 
closer  to  those  found  in  the  test  plots. 

If  the  success  of  the  breeding  program  is 
reflected  in  the  industry's  production,  then  it  is 
obvious  that  the  breeding  program  has  been 
most  successful  in  increasing  sugar  per  ton  of 
cane.  Chart  1  is  a  good  example  of  progress 
made  in  the  increase  for  sugar  recovered  by  the 
industry,  which  reflects  an  increasing  sugar  per 
ton  of  cane  with  each  new  generation  of 
varieties.  In  the  chart,  the  line  for  the  state's 
sugar  recovery  has  almost  a  continuous  up  I 
slope,  while  the  line  for  tonnage  is  a  series  of 
peaks  and  valleys.  However,  from  1995  through 
2000,  the  line  for  tonnage  takes  a  tremendous 
up-tick  for  the  state;  this  was  a  combination  of 
the  new  variety  LCP  85-384's  yields  and  the 
increased  use  of  combine  harvesters. 


The  Three- Way  Agreement 

The  Three-Way  Agreement  outlines  the 
steps  for  testing,  increasing  and  releasing  new 
varieties  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  The 
agreement  has  changed  somewhat  from  when  it 
was  first  signed,  but  is  still  the  same  basic 
document  that  was  signed  back  in  1926. 
Actually,  the  renewal  of  the  agreement  is  in 
process  at  this  time.  In  the  new  draft  of  the 
agreement,  there  have  been  some  minor  changes 
to  bring  it  up  to  date,  but  it  is  still  the  same  basic 
outline  that  it  was.  It  would  appear  that  the 
lawyers  for  all  signatories  have  all  of  the  small 
details  worked  out,  and  the  different  parties  (the 
LSU  AgCenter,  USDA-ARS,  and  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League)  agree  and  are  in  the  process 
of  passing  the  revised  document  around  so  that 
each  may  sign. 
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Table  1 


Varieties  released  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  from  1973-2005 

VARIETY 

YEAR 
RELEASED 

OUTFIELD 

3YEAR 

AVERAGEYIELD 

3  YEAR  STATE 
AVERAGE 

%  OF STATE 
AVERAGE 

CP  65-357 

1973 

32.3 

27.6 

117% 

CP  67-412 

1975 

27.2 

26.1 

104% 

CP  70-321 

1978 

31.7 

26.9 

118% 

CP  70-330 

1978 

29.9 

26.9 

111% 

CP  72-356 

1980 

27.5 

24.4 

113% 

CP  72-370 

1980 

27.2 

24.4 

111% 

CP  73-351 

1981 

30.0 

24.1 

124% 

CP  74-383 

1982 

33.3 

26.4 

126% 

CP  76-331 

1984 

30.3 

29.6 

102% 

CP  79-318 

1987 

27.9 

27.4 

102% 

LCP  82-89 

1990 

27.6 

26.8 

103% 

LHo83-153 

1991 

27.8 

26.5 

105% 

LCP85-384 

1993 

28.9 

24.9 

116% 

HoCP  85-845 

1993 

28.1 

24.9 

113% 

LCP  86-454 

1994 

25.9 

25.4 

102% 

HoCP  91-555 

1999 

32.2 

32.2 

100% 

HoCP  96-540 

2003 

34.3 

27.4 

125% 

L  97-128 

2004 

29.8 

29.3 

102% 

Ho  95-988 

2005 

33.3 

26.3 

127% 

Chart  1 


INDUSTRY  YIELDS  1966  -  2005* 


POUNDS 
210  -1 


190 
170 


150 


SUGAR 


TONS 


66-70      71-75      76-80 


81-84      83-90 

YEARS 


9\-95      96-00      01-05 


TONS 

35.0 
-  33.0 
-31.0 
29.0 
27.0 
25.0 


*  AVERAGE  YIELDS  FOR  5  YEAR.S,  pounds  of  sugar  recovered  per  gross  tons  of  cane,  tons/harvested  acre 
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Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution 

is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


■■//,. 


Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
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Louisiana  Smoke  Management  Guidelines 
for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 

All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn 
Manager  Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must 
take  when  burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional 
copies,  contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although 
these  guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that 
burning  operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner 
as  possible  in  order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce 
their  impact  on  the  public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming 
operation. 
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Need  to  grow  your 
,m .         farming  business? 

I     Consider  an  agricultural  loan 

J^   "  from  fanital  fine 


from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  *  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  *  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


italQne 


f=>   ©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
lender    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


■^ECAS^ 


/>, 


*»• 


>AT 


fy/ZER  CO' 
True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years  " 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle    LA    70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616      Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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Manage  Shucks  and  Trash 

At  Harvest 

WITHOUT  BURNING! 


<niIrtPtfh 


INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row  ^JtlffM 


Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

Doesn't  Choke 


Contact  Your 


YlUKsMi I  Distributor: 


KllllBiii 


v^5> 


Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  607 
Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 
r  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264- 1061 


SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lanie 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


800-676-2146 

www.suncomarketing.com 
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Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


it 


L  ^  UNITED  AGRI  PRODUCTS  1 

^^^^^  Performance 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 

Quality              Value 

New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 

Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 


Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer  (License#65M6) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser#oi249 


^yAe 


&e<z 


&tc*    <^/e<z4</ 
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YOUR  BY-PRODUCT  IS  NOW  A  CO-PRODUCT 


The  world  price  of  molasses  has  doubled  in  recent  years 

Houston,  TX  Market  $  (short  ton.  79.5°  brix) 
January  2004  -  $  60.00 
January  2005  -  $  86.25 
January  2006 -$112.50 
January  2007 -$120.00 

Westway  is  the  largest  distributor  and  end  user  of  molasses  in 

North  America 

WESTWAY  -  making  sure  your  returns  reflect 

market  value 


*3S  Westwau 

\j^Fj/       rMtVKG  COffPQfiAVOH  %J 


365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2900 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  71030 

504-525-9741 
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10  Davis  type  Billet  Cane  Carts  - 

$6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Fabian 
LeMaire  at  337-519-1983  or  337-276- 
5975. 

Reduced  -  16  -  10  ton  Mill  Dump 
Billet  Cane  Wagons.  Excellent 
shape,  good  tires,  heavy  duty  tandem 
axles.  Built  by  Bayou  Service  Co.  - 
$6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Sidney 
Andras  at  (985)  446-1129. 

2  -  110  White  Hi-crop,  air/cab  - 
$8,000;  Broussard  4x4  Harvester  - 
single  row  -  $25,000;  880  Case/2 
buckets/grab  -  $15,000;  Dondi  V- 
Ditcher  -  $6,000;  Mechanical 
Planter,  rear  drum  -  $2,500;  10  ton 
dump  wagon  -  $10,000;  3-row 
Marker/Opener/Chisel  -  $1,200;  3- 
row  Chisel  w/motor  -  $1,000;  1,600 
gal.  Water  Trailer  (gooseneck)  - 
$2,500  and  some  more  equipment 
also.  Call  985-665-1 160  ask  for  Tee. 

3-row  Cameco  Rome  Chopper, 

excellent  condition.  Call  Todd 
Rodriguez  at  337-923-4329. 
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2  Saddle  Tanks  saddle;  2  Sets  Iron  Wheels  -  $400/set;  Dual  wheels  (2  front  13.6x38)  and 
(2  rear  1 3.6x46)  for  JD  63 10  or  6300;  Laser  Stand  Wagon;  Reynolds  LS  14ft.  HD  Scraper 
(heavy  duty);  1991  CASE  IH  7130  Magnum;  1998  JD  7810  Tractor  w/iron  wheel  on 
back  tires;  580  E  CASE  Back  hoe  (Extended);  Lawson  18ft.  Pasture  Aerator  (take  the 

place  of  flat  choppers);  JD  4-Row  Cultivator.  Other  Miscellaneous  Items.  Call  Gary 
Luke,  Baker  Plantation  at  (337)  836-9423  home  or  (337)  523-8434  cell. 

2000  Austoft  Combine,  excellent  condition;  1998  -  Case  IH  8910-  MFD,  C/A;  (2)  Whole 
Stalk  Transloader  Wagons,  davis  axles;  (2)  1066  IH,  high  clear  tractors,  salvage;  (2)  sets 
iron  wheels  for  duals;  490  flat  chopper  2V;  Set  of  Saddle  Tanks  (200  gal.  each),  pump 
and  guage  wheer;  3-row  Chopper,  homemade;  3-row  Chopper,  homeade,  off-bar's  and 
shields.  Call  Lynn  Breaux  at  (337)  201-1899. 


Do  you  have  a  Classified? 

Put  it  in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Call  (985)  448-3707 


THE  SUGAR  BXJ 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/ promotion,  and  education. 


American 
Sugar  Cane 
^  League 


February  2007 
Volume  85,  No.  5 


^3 


\Aaking  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 


Announcing  the 

Eighty-Fourth  Annual  Meeting 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

Wednesday,  February  28,  2007  -  10:00  a.m. 

Howard  Johnson's  Envie' 

203  E.  Bayou  Rd.,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Registration  begins  at  9:00  a.m. 

At  this  meeting  there  will  be  an  election  of  members  of  the 

Board  of  Directors  to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year. 

(See  Up  Front  With  the  League  for  more  information) 
The  League  Foundation  will  also  hold  a  meeting  to  elect  a  Board  of  Directors. 

All  members  of  the  League  will  please  consider  this  an  official  notice  to  attend. 
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The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Bulletin  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc 


James  H.  Simon/Editor  and  General  Manager 
Windell  R.  Jackson/Senior  Agronomist 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr./Agronomist 

Washington  Representative 
Jack  Pettus  Consulting 
50  F  Street,  NW 
Suite  900 

Washington,  D.C.  20001 
Phone:  (202)  879-0807 


John  Constant/Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens/Administrative  Assistant 

Paul  G.  Borron,  Ill/Legal  Counsel 

Editorial  and  Executive  Office 
206  East  Bayou  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (985)  448-3707 
FAX:    (985)448-3722 
E-mail:  lasugar@amscl.org 


Baton  Rouge  Representative 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
P.O.  Box  85125 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70884 
Phone:(225)766-1359 

Officers  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Craig  Caillier,  Jeanerette,  LA 

President 
Jessie  Breaux,  Franklin,  LA 

Vice-President 
James  H.  Simon,  Thibodaux,  LA 

General  Manager 

David  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Mark  Bergeron,  Napoleonville,  LA 

Paul  Bourdier,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Grady  Bubenzer,  Bunkie,  LA 

Lonnie  Champagne,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 

Mike  Comb,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

C.J.  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Willie  Danos,  Iowa.  LA 

Peter  Dufresne,  Paulina,  LA 

Daniels  "Dan"  Duplantis,  Sr.,  Raceland,  LA 

Wallace  "Dickie"  Ellender,  III,  Bourg.  LA 

John  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 

Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Charles  Guidry,  Erath,  LA 

Ronald  Guillotte,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 

Jim  Harper,  Bunkie,  LA 

Tim  Hebert,  Thibodaux,  LA 

J.  Roddy  Hulett,  St.  James,  LA 

Robert  "Bobby"  Judice,  Franklin,  LA 


Greg  Nolan,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Secretary 
Michael  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Treasurer 
Jack  Pettus,  Washington,  DC 

Vice  President  of  Government  Relations 

Buckley  Kessler,  White  Castle,  LA 

Duane  Legendre,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Will  Legendre,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

Chris  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  LA 

Frank  Minvielle,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Rivers  Patout,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Matthew  "Butch"  Plauche,  Brusly,  LA 

Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  LA 

Charles  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  LA 

Donald  Segura,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Bryan  Simon,  Abbeville,  LA 

Frank  Sotile,  Jr.,  St.  James,  LA 

David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  LA 

Jackie  Theriot,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  LA 

David  Thibodeaux,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Tommy  Thibodeaux,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Daniel  P.  Viator,  Youngsville,  LA 

Wilbert  Waguespack,  Vacherie,  LA 


The  Sugar  Bulletin  is  published  monthly  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.  a  nonprofit 

organization.  Subscriptions  are  domestic  $15  a  year  and  foreign  $50  a  year. 
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Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal  return 
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Michele  Simoneaux  Dean  Martin  Donna  Booty 

Give  us  a  call  in  Thibodaux!     (985)  446-9450 


YOUR  BY-PRODUCT  IS  NOW  A  CO-PRODUCT 


The  world  price  of  molasses  has  doubled  in  recent  years 

Houston,  TX  Market  $  (short  ton,  79.5°  brix) 
January  2004  -  S  60.00 
January  2005  -  $  86.25 
January  2006 -$112.50 
January  2007 -$120.00 

Westway  is  the  largest  distributor  and  end  user  of  molasses  in 

North  America 

WESTWAY  -  making  sure  your  returns  reflect 

market  value 


k®,  Westwau 


365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2900 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  71030 

504-525-9741 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


M'WtsM 


Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 

Marketing  Allotment  Resolution 


The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  will  host 
its  Eighty-fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
membership  on  Wednesday,  February  28, 
2007  at  the  Howard  Johnson's  Envie'  in 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana.  Registration  will  begin  at 
9:00  a.m.  and  the  meeting  will  be  called  to  order 
by  President  Craig  Caillier  at  10:00  a.m. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting,  it  is  also  our  intention 
to  let  you,  the  members,  know  what  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  is  doing  for  you.  Although 
the  agenda  has  not  yet  been  finalized,  the  first 
order  of  business  will  be  the  report  of  the 
Nominating  Committee  which  will  present  its 
nominees  for  directors  for  the  ensuing  year.  An 
explanation  in  the  Report  of  the  Nominating 
Committee  will  provide  clarity  to  the  election 
process. 

Following  the  business  affairs  of  the  meeting, 
a  meal  will  be  served.  Please  fill  out  the 
registration  form  on  page  7  of  this  issue  and 
return  it  to  the  League  office  no  later  than 
February  21, 2007.  The  League  staff  will  again 
try  to  make  the  registration  process  run  smoothly. 
Any  dues  paying  entity  for  the  2005  crop  should 
fill  out  the  form  completely  so  that  your  election 
ballot  will  be  available  for  you  upon  your  arrival. 
A  complete  agenda  for  the  meeting  will  be  sent 
to  members  in  our  Sugar  News  edition,  as  well  as 
published  on  our  website  at  www.amscl.org. 

The  Board  of  Directors  and  Staff  of  the  League 
urge  your  attendance.  This  is  a  time  when  you, 


as  a  member  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League, 
have  a  great  opportunity  to  give  input. 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 

Article  VIII-A  of  the  Amendments  of  the 
Articles  of  Incorporation  states,  "The  business 
and  affairs  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
by  and  all  corporate  powers  shall  be  vested  in  a 
Board  of  Directors  to  consist  of  forty-four  (44) 
members,  twenty-two  (22)  of  whom  shall  be 
Process  Members  and  twenty-two  (22)  of  whom 
shall  be  Grower  and/or  Landlord  Members.  Each 
Processor  Member  shall  be  entitled  to  designate 
one  person  to  serve  as  its  representative  on  the 
Board;  provided  that,  should  there  be  less  than 
twenty-two  (22)  Processor  Members  of  this 
Corporation,  a  sufficient  number  of  additional 
processor  representatives  shall  be  elected  by 
the  membership  to  assure  the  election  of  twenty- 
two  (22)  Processor  Directors.  The  Grower  and/ 
or  Landlord  Directors  and  any  additional 
Processor  representatives  to  serve  on  the  Board 
shall  be  elected  by  vote  of  the  members  at  each 
annual  membership  meeting." 

Each  year,  the  Nominating  Committee  of  the 
League  meets  in  early  January  to  develop  a  list 
of  grower/landlord  member  nominees  and  at- 
large  processor  nominees.  This  year  there  are 
twelve  processor  designees,  which  allows  for 
ten  at-large  processor  nominations  to 
compliment  the  22  grower/landlord  nominations. 


Following  the  presentation  of  the  committee's 
nominations,  the  membership  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  offer  nominations  from  the  floor. 
There  could  potentially  be  two  separate  elections 
held  to  determine  who  will  serve  as  grower/ 
landlord  members,  and  who  will  serve  as  at-large 
processor  members.  If  a  League  member  is 
nominated  from  the  floor,  an  election  would  take 
place  to  determine  which  nominees  would  serve 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Only  members  in  good  standing  are  afforded 
the  privileged  of  voting  at  our  Annual  Meeting. 
For  a  member  to  be  considered  in  good  standing 
dues  must  have  been  paid  on  the  2005  crop.  Each 
member's  vote  is  weighted  according  to  member 
type  and  the  amount  of  tons  of  gross  cane 
shipped  or  processed  on  which  dues  are  paid. 

The  following  individuals  were  nominated  at 
the  annual  committee  meeting  to  serve  on  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  Board  of  Directors 
beginning  on  February  28, 2007. 


Marketing  Allotment  Resolution 

For  several  years  now  there  has  been  an  on- 
going debate  in  our  industry  regarding  the 
movement  of  sugar  marketing  allocations  from 
one  processor  to  another.  The  fundamental 
question  in  this  argument  is  "Should  the  approval 
of  a  producer's  current  processor  be  required 
before  a  farmer's  allocation  can  be  moved  to  a 
new  processor?"  This  issue  has  been  discussed 
in  several  different  forums  including  a  special  ad 
hoc  Proportionate  Share  Committee,  The  National 
Legislative  Committee,  and  the  full  Board  of 
Directors.  None  of  these  efforts  established  a 
directive  for  the  League  to  follow  as  we  approach 
the  writing  of  a  new  Farm  Bill.  Because  of  the 
absence  of  a  directive  on  this  issue,  the  Board  of 
Directors  at  it's  August  meeting  passed  the 
following  resolution: 


RESOLUTION 


Grow erl Landlord  Member  Nominees 


David  Allain 
Mark  Bergeron 
Jessie  Breaux 
Willie  Danos 
Peter  Dufresne 
John  Earles 
Wallace  Ellender 
John  Gay 
Ronald  Gonsoulin 
Charles  Guidry 
Warren  Harang,  III 


Jim  Harper 

Robert  "Bobby"  Judice 

Joel  Landry 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III 

Howard  Robichaux 

Bryan  Simon 

Donald  Segura 

Frank  Sotile,  Jr. 

Charles  Thibaut 

Daniel  Viator 

Wilbert  Waguespack 


Designated  Processor  Members 


Craig  Caillier 
Michael  Comb 
Mike  Daigle 
Dan  Duplantis,  Sr. 
Ronald  Guillotte,  Jr. 
J.  Roddy  Hulett 


Buckley  Kessler 

Chris  Mattingly 

Greg  Nolan 

Rivers  Patout 

David  Stewart 

Tommy  Thibodeaux 


Processor  At-large  Member  Nominees 


Paul  Bourdier 
Lonnie  Champagne 
C.J.  Daigle 
Mark  Engemann 
Duane  Legendre 


Will  Legendre 

Frank  Minvielle 

Charlie  Schudmak 

Jackie  Theriot 
David  Thibodeaux 


BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  that  the 
following  motion  be  presented  to  the 
membership  of  this  organization  at  its  annual 
membership  meeting  to  be  held  in  February,  2007: 

That,  at  the  earliest  opportunity  that  does  not 
conflict  with  this  corporation's  primary 
objective  of  obtaining  an  extension  of  the 
current  Farm  Bill,  this  corporation  direct  its 
Washington  representative  to  attempt  to 
obtain  legislation  amending  Section  359g(d) 
of  the  Farm  Security  and  Rural  Investment  Act 
of  2002  (the  "Farm  Bill")  as  follows: 

To  permit  a  producer  in  a  proportionate  share 
state,  with  the  consent  of  all  crop  share 
owners,  to  deliver  sugarcane  to  another 
processing  company  without  the  consent  of 
the  processing  company  holding  the  applicable 
allocation  if  the  additional  delivery,  which 
combined  with  such  other  processing 
company's  existing  deliveries,  does  not  exceed 
the  processing  capacity  of  that  company.  Upon 
such  change  of  delivery  the  secretary  shall 
adjust  the  allocations  of  the  affected 
processing  companies  to  reflect  the  change. 


Congressman  Boustany  and  Congressman  Melancon 
will  be  co-hosting  a  Farm  Day  Forum 


Thursday,  February  22,  2007 

Rayne  Civic  Center 

300  Frog  Festival  Drive,  Rayne,  LA 


The  general  purpose  of  the  forum  will  be  to  discuss  the  2007  Farm  Bill, 

Crop  Insurance,  and  the  role  of  Agriculture  in  the  alternative  Fuel  Market. 

There  will  be  two  different  panels  of  experts  from  Washington,  DC  and  around  the 

country  to  discuss  these  issues. 

Registration  will  begin  at  9:30  am,  followed  by  a  panel  discussion, 

Lunch  with  a  key  note  speaker,  a  final  panel  and  concluding  remarks  by  the 

Congressmen  (ending  by  3pm). 

We  hope  this  forum  will  provide  the  opportunity  to  discuss  many  of  the  challenges 
facing  the  agriculture  community  and  to  look  for  innovative  ways  to  move  forward. 

Please  RSVP  to  farmday2007@mail.house.gov  or  call  337-235-6322 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


CapitalQrie 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 


including: 

•  Cotton  gins 

•  Sugar  mills 

•  Warehouses 


•  Suppliers 

•  Equipment  companies 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 


244  Highway  3266     Thibodaux,  LA  70301-1602      Phone:  (985)  447-726 


New  &  Used  Equipment 


parts  &  Service 


John  Deere 


off-season  Repair 


Sales 
985-447-7285 


Parts 
985-493-5186 


Harvester  Repairs 
985-493-5018 


Eighty-Fourth  Annual  Meeting 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

February  28,  2007  -  10:00  a.m. 
Registration  Form 

If  you  plan  to  attend  the  84th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League, 
please  return  this  form  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 
PO  Drawer  938 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 


Name: 


Business  Name: 


Address: 


City: 


Zip: 


Please  reserve 


meal(s)  for  the  luncheon. 


If  you  represent  a  dues  paying  entity, 
please  check  one  below  so  that  a  ballot 
may  be  ready  for  you  at  the  door: 

Processor  Member 


Landlord  Member 


Grower  Member 


If  you  do  not  represent  a  dues  paying  en- 
tity, please  check  one  below: 


Commercial  Member 


Researcher 


Individual  or  Guests 


Please  return  this  form  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  office  no  later 
than  February  21. 2007. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


New  Congress  Acts  Quickly  on  Ethics  Issues 

Louisiana  Democrats  Relinquish  Ag  Roles 

USDA  WASDE  January  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


The  110th  Congress  convened  in  early 
January  and  moved  quickly  to  approve 
new  ethics  standards  under  which 
Members  of  Congress  will  operate.  The  ethics 
package  includes  a  more  stringent  limitation  on 
accepting  gifts  from  lobbyists  and  institutes  a 
tough  new  travel  rule  that  will  make  it  more 
difficult  for  private  sector  groups  to  put  together 
fact-finding  tours  for  Members  and  staff. 

One  outstanding  issue  that  the  new  majority 
will  be  forced  to  address  in  the  next  few  weeks 
involves  government  spending  for  the  current 
fiscal  year  (October  1, 2006-September  30, 2007). 
The  current  resolution  continuing  spending 
authority  for  most  agencies  is  set  to  expire  in 
early  February  and  Congress  will  attempt  to 
approve  a  new  spending  package  before  that 
expiration.  The  new  time  and  budget  constraints 
are  likely  to  force  appropriators  to  tighten 
spending  for  the  current  fiscal  year.  The  tight 
budget  situation  could  lead  appropriators  to 
delay  the  approval  of  new  funding  for  programs, 
as  well  as  construction  projects  such  as  the  new 
Houma  research  facility. 

Appropriators  will  have  to  begin  work  on  the 
next  fiscal  year's  spending  priorities  as  soon  as 
they  complete  action  on  the  current  year's 
spending  package.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Agriculture  Committee  will  be  developing  the 
framework  for  the  next  farm  bill  in  a  tight 


budgetary  environment.  While  tight  budgets  will 
force  the  committee  to  make  some  very  difficult 
funding  choices,  extension  of  the  current 
commodity  title  remains  the  least-cost  option  for 
legislators. 

New  Roles  for  Louisiana  Members 

US  Senator  Mary  Landrieu  of  Louisiana  in 
January  moved  off  of  the  agriculture 
subcommittee  of  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Appropriations.  The  Senator's  appropriations 
responsibilities  will  include  energy,  homeland 
security,  foreign  operations  and  financial  services. 
She  will  also  chair  the  subcommittee  for 
legislative  branch  appropriations.  As  a  member 
of  the  majority  in  the  Appropriations  Committee, 
she  will  continue  to  play  an  important  role  in  the 
annual  appropriations  process  for  agriculture. 

On  the  House  side,  Rep.  Rodney  Alexander 
(R-5th)  will  continue  to  serve  on  the  Appropriations 
subcommittee  on  agriculture.  Rep.  Charlie 
Melancon  (D-3rd)  was  appointed  to  the  Energy 
and  Commerce  Committee  in  January. 
Unfortunately,  his  bid  to  remain  on  the  Agriculture 
Committee  was  unsuccessful.  As  a  result,  Rep. 
Charles  Boustany  (R-7*)  will  be  Louisiana's  sole 
representative  on  the  committee  during  the 
upcoming  farm  bill  process. 

New  House  Agriculture  Chairman  Collin 
Peterson  (D-MN)  represents  the  largest  beet- 


producing  district  in  the  United  States  and  can 
be  expected  to  lead  the  effort  to  continue  the 
current  program  in  upcoming  farm  bill 
deliberations.  Chairman  Peterson's  leadership 
of  the  committee  undoubtedly  weighed  heavily 
in  Rep.  Melancon's  decision  to  take  the  Energy 
and  Commerce  Committee  slot  this  year,  but  it  is 
safe  to  assume  that  Rep.  Melancon  will  keep  one 
eye  on  the  Ag  Committee's  farm  policy  activities 
in  the  coming  year. 

USDAWASDE  January  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  January  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2005/ 
06  beginning  stocks  and  production  were 
unchanged  at  1,332,000  short  tons  (raw  value) 
and  7,399,000  tons,  respectively.  Beet  production 
remained  at  4,444,000  tons  and  cane  production 
at  2,955,000  tons,  with  Louisiana  production 
unchanged  at  1,190,000  tons.  Imports  were 
likewise  unchanged  at  3,443,000  tons  and  supply 
remained  at  12,174,000  tons.    Deliveries  are 


unchanged  at  10,341,000  tons  and  total  use 
remained  at  10,476,000  tons.  Ending  stocks  are 
unchanged  at  1,698,000  tons  and  the  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  remains  at  16.2  percent. 

2006/07  production  was  lowered  to  8,615,000 
tons  from  8,695,000  tons  last  month,  in  large  part 
because  of  a  freeze-related  drop  in  Louisiana 
production  to  1 ,335,000  tons  from  1 ,420,000  tons 
last  month.  Beet  production  was  reduced  to 
5,078,000  tons  from  5,092,000  tons  last  month, 
while  cane  production  fell  to  3,537,000  tons  from 
3,603,000.  Florida  was  raised  slightly  to  1,756,000 
tons  from  1 ,736,000  tons.  Imports  were  reduced 
to  2,103,000  tons  from  2,203,000  tons  last  month 
because  of  lower  TRQ  imports.  As  a  result,  total 
supply  was  reduced  to  12,416,000  tons  from 
12,596,000  tons.  Exports  and  deliveries  were 
unchanged  at  200,000  and  10,415,000  tons, 
respectively.  Total  use  is  unchanged  at 
10,615 ,000.  Lower  production  and  TRQ  imports 
resulted  in  ending  stocks  falling  to  1 ,80 1 ,000  tons 
from  1 ,98 1 ,000  tons.  The  stocks-to-use  ratio  was 
reduced  to  17.0  percent  from  18.7  percent. 
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Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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CORPORATION 


Jrom  the  fieCd  to  t  fie  factory 


HON! RON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting,  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(5)honiron.com      www.honJron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 


Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience' 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer  (LicenseM5M7) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser #01249 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1-o77-d4o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^«s^ 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  lender 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 
Residue  Removal  and  HoCP  96-540 


St.  Mary  Sugar  Co-Op  was  the  last  mill  to 
complete  the  2006  harvest.  Escaping 
severe  damage  from  the  early  December 
freezes,  they  were  able  to  complete  harvest  on 
January  13,  2007  leaving  little  or  no  cane  in  the 
field  un-harvested.  In  St.  Mary  parish,  all  varieties 
including  HoCP  91-555  held  up  well  after  the 
freeze,  and  the  mills  had  to  reject  very  few  loads 
due  to  freeze  damage. 

For  a  crop,  which  at  the  start  was  estimated  by 
most  to  have  less  potential  than  the  previous 
year's  crop,  the  2006  crop  made  a  miraculous 
recovery.  All  the  numbers  for  the  2006  production 
are  not  finalized  at  this  time,  but  they  indicate 
that  the  State  average  production  was  about  31.2 
tons  per  acre  with  an  average  of  206  pounds  of 
sugar  per  ton.  If  these  numbers  do  not  change 
drastically,  the  industry  will  average  a  little  more 


than  6,400  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre.  The  USDA 
2006-crop  acreage  report  indicates  that  Louisiana 
produced  a  total  of  429,965  acres  of  sugarcane 
(seedcane  and  sugar)  in  2006.  In  previous  years, 
about  8%  of  the  State's  total  acreage  has  been 
used  for  seedcane;  however,  this  year  most 
growers  reported  much  higher  than  normal 
planting  ratios.  It  appears  that  only  about  6.5% 
of  the  2006  acreage  was  used  for  seedcane  not 
the  normal  8%.  For  various  reasons  it  appears 
that  more  than  3,000  acres  were  not  harvested. 
At  this  time,  there  is  not  a  final  tally  of  abandoned 
acres  for  the  2006  harvest.  However,  if  the  6.5% 
seedcane  acreage  and  the  3,000  (+)  acres  of 
abandon  cane  are  subtracted  from  the  total  cane 
acres  then  the  2006  crop  was  produced  on  about 
399,000  acres.  Yield  data  for  the  200 1  -2006  crops 
are  presented  in  the  following  chart. 


Crop  Year 

For  Sugar 
Acres 

Cane  Ground 
Tons 

Sugar/Ton 
Pounds  r.v. 

Cane/Acre 
Tons 

Sugar/Acre 
Pounds 

2001 

451,820 

14,976,997 

211 

33.1 

6,986 

2002 

446,522 

14,879,247 

180 

33.3 

5,960 

2003 

444,273 

13,223,930 

216 

29.8 

6,445 

2004 

424,799 

11,484,111 

204 

27.2 

5,517 

2005 

412,300 

10,786,275 

219 

26.2 

5,723 

2006 

399,017 

12,434,453 

206 

31.2 

6,427 
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Residue  Removal  and  HoCP  96-540 

Unfortunately,  throughout  the  industry,  from 
the  last  two  weeks  of  December  until  the  last  field 
was  harvested,  fields  were  extremely  wet. 
Because  they  were  harvested  during  wet 
conditions,  many  plant  cane  fields  (first-stubble 
2007)  were  rutted,  and  are  now  poorly  drained. 
Also,  many  of  these  fields  still  have  harvest 
residue  on  top  of  the  row.  In  a  recent  discussion 
with  Dr.  Ryan  Viator  (USDA-ARS,  Sugarcane 
Research  Unit,  Houma,  LA),  he  mentioned  that 
his  data  indicates  HoCP  96-540  does  not  do  well 
when  the  green  harvest  residue  is  not  removed 
promptly  after  harvest.  His  data  suggests  that 
HoCP  96-540  is  slow  to  emerge  to  start  with  and 
that  anything  which  delays  its  emergence  or 
reduces  the  number  of  initial  shoots  can  greatly 
affect  the  following  crop's  yield.  This  multi  year 
data  indicates  that  residue  in  fields  of  HoCP  96- 


540  should  be  removed  before  stands  reestablish 
following  a  killing  frost.  In  his  data  from  heavy 
soil  plots,  the  significant  yield  losses  were  equal 
for  late  burning  of  residue,  mechanical  removal  of 
residue,  and  for  plots  in  which  the  residue  was 
not  removed.  This  was  especially  true  in  fields 
that  were  showing  much  green  regrowth.  Again, 
this  reduction  was  equal  to  that  of  the  check  (no 
removal).  For  the  2006  harvest,  commercial  yields 
of  HoCP  96-540  were  outstanding,  with  some 
growers  reporting  making  more  than  65  tons  per 
acre  with  the  new  variety.  As  with  all  varieties 
HoCP  96-540  has  a  weak  spot.  To  maximize  HoCP 
96-540 's  yielding  ability,  fields  should  be  drained 
and  harvest  residue  should  be  removed  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

There  was  a  printer  error  in  last  month's  article, 
Chart  1  should  have  appeared  as  follows: 


INDUSTRY  YIELDS  1966  -  2005* 


POUNDS 
210 


190  - 


TONS 
35.0 


170 


150 


66-70     71-75     76-80 


81-84     85-90 

YEARS 


91-95      96-00      01-05 


*  AVERAGE  YIELDS  FOR  5  YEARS,  pnunds  of  sugar  recovered  per  gross  tons  of  cane,  tons/harvested  acre 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


UAP 


UNITED  AGRI  PRODUCTS 


Performance  Quality  Value 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 
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Takes  the  cake 
for  managing  grass  and  weeds. 
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Count  on  UPI  chemistry  for  performance,  and  get  the  value  that's  the  icing  on  the 
cake.  Use  Metri™  herbicide  pre-emerge  to  stop  grasses  and  broadleaf  weeds  before 
they  get  started.  For  post-emergence  control  of  grasses,  choose  Asulox®  or  Asulox® 
XP  herbicides.  Either  way,  you've  got  a  recipe  for  success.  For  more  information, 
see  your  local  ag  retailer,  call  1-800-247-1557  or  visit  www.upi-usa.com. 

Asulox   Asulox  XP  Metri 


Herbicide 


Herbicide 


DF  Herbicide 


Always  read  and  follow  label  instructions.  Metri  is  a  trademark  and  Asulox  is  a  registered  trademark  of  United  Phosphorus,  Inc.  ©2007  UPI,  Inc. 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


1998  Austoft  Combine,  35,000  tons  on  new  undercarriage  and  elevator,  good  condition  - 
$40,000.  For  more  information  call  (985)  665-0161  or  (985)  369-2505. 

10  Davis  type  Billet  Cane  Carts  -  $6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Fabian  LeMaire  at  337-519- 
1983  or  337-276-5975. 

2  - 110  White  Hi-crop,  air/cab  -  $8,000;  Broussard  4x4  Harvester  -  single  row  -  $25,000; 
880  Case/2  buckets/grab  -  $15,000;  Dondi  V-Ditcher  -  $6,000;  Mechanical  Planter,  rear 
drum  -  $2,500;  10  ton  dump  wagon  -  $10,000;  3-row  Marker/Opener/Chisel  -  $1,200; 
3-row  Chisel  w/motor  -  $1,000;  1,600  gal.  Water  Trailer  (gooseneck)  -  $2,500  and  some 
more  equipment  also.  Call  985-665-1160  ask  for  Tee. 

3-row  Cameco  Rome  Chopper,  excellent  condition,  JD  3-row  Chopper,  field  ready;  15 
ft.  Hydraulic  Heavy  Duty  Dirt  Scraper  Blade.  Call  Todd  Rodriguez  at  337-923-4329. 

2  Saddle  Tanks  saddle;  2  Sets  Iron  Wheels  -  $400/set;  Dual  wheels  (2  front  13.6x38)  and 
(2  rear  1 3.6x46)  for  JD  63 10  or  6300;  Laser  Stand  Wagon;  Reynolds  LS  14ft.  HD  Scraper 
(heavy  duty);  1991  CASE  IH  7130  Magnum;  1998  JD  7810  Tractor  w/iron  wheel  on 
back  tires;  580  E  CASE  Back  hoe  (Extended);  Lawson  18ft.  Pasture  Aerator  (take  the 
place  of  flat  choppers);  JD  4-Row  Cultivator.  Other  Miscellaneous  Items.  Call  Gary 
Luke,  Baker  Plantation  at  (337)  836-9423  home  or  (337)  523-8434  cell. 


2000  Austoft  Combine,  excellent 
condition;  1998  -  Case  IH  8910-  MFD,  C/ 
A;  (2)  Whole  Stalk  Transloader  Wagons, 

davis  axles;  (2)  1066  IH,  high  clear  tractors, 
salvage;  (2)  sets  iron  wheels  for  duals;  490 
flat  chopper  21 ';  Set  of  Saddle  Tanks  (200 
gal.  each),  pump  and  guage  wheer;  3-row 
Chopper,  homemade;  3-row  Chopper, 
homeade,  off-bar's  and  shields.  Call  Lynn 
Breaux  at  (337)  201-1899. 


Farm  Works  Software 


J* 


FARM 


Computerized  maps  and  much  more! 

Contact  me  to  find  out  what  myself  and 

many  other  sugarcane  growers  are  using. 


(985)369-6611 
Ronald  Woods 


(985)513-0791 
rw109@charter.net 
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Utilizer  cO' 

True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 

Capital  One  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Case  IH 

I  Racine,  WI 

!  CoBank 
St.  Louis,  MO 

!  Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

|  Lafayette,  LA 

|  The  Cottonport  Bank 

j  Cottonport,  LA 

j  Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

j  New  Orleans,  LA 

l  Dupont  Ag  Products 

|  Welsh,  LA 

|  Estes  Refractory 

|  Jeanerette,  LA 

!  First  South  ACA 

\  Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

|  Thibodaux,  LA 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

John  Deere  Thibodaux,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

OpelousasXA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
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Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

White  Castle  Fertilizer  Co-op 

White  Castle,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 
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New  &  Used  Equipment 


Parts  &  Service 


John  Deere 


off-season  Rep 


Sales 
985-447-7285 


Parts 
985-493-5186 


Harvester  Repairs 
985-493-5018 


YOUR  BY-PRODUCT  IS  NOW  A  CO-PRODUCT 


The  world  price  of  molasses  has  doubled  in  recent  years 

Houston,  TX  Market  $  (short  ton,  79.5°  brix) 
January  2004  -  $  60.00 
January  2005  -  $  86.25 
January  2006- $112.50 
January  2007 -$120.00 

Westway  is  the  largest  distributor  and  end  user  of  molasses  in 

North  America 

WESTWAY  -  making  sure  your  returns  reflect 

market  value 
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ra  Westwau 


365  Canal  Street.  Suite  2900 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  71030 

504-525-9741 


ED&F 

MAIN 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Growing  your  Bottom  Line 

You  Responded 
Sugar  Farmer  of  the  Year 


In  today's  business  world  profit  margins  are 
becoming  smaller  and  smaller.  In  order  to 
maintain  and  potentially  improve  profitability, 
businesses  are  moving  to  higher  volume  with 
lower  margins.  The  same  is  happening  in 
Louisiana's  sugar  business.  This  shift  is  forcing 
our  producers  and  processors  to  become  much 
more  effective  business  managers. 

To  provide  our  farm  and  mill  managers  with 
new  business  management  ideas  and  techniques, 
we  are  beginning  a  new  column  in  The  Sugar 
Bulletin.  "GROWING  YOUR  BOTTOM  LINE" 
will  feature  writings  from  Dr.  Mike  Salassi  with 
the  LSU  Agricultural  Economics  Department.  His 
articles  will  discuss  topics  and  provide 
techniques  that  you  can  use  in  your  business  to 
improve  the  profitability  of  your  farming 
operation.  If  there  is  a  specific  area  of  interest 
that  you  would  like  to  learn  more  about,  please 
let  us  know  and  we  will  make  every  effort  to 
facilitate  your  request. 

On  behalf  of  our  members  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  Dr.  Salassi  for  his 
willingness  to  provide  this  monthly  article.  The 
Sugar  Bulletin  has  always  been  filled  with 
production  information  to  help  you  with  "growing 
your  cane,"  we  are  hopeful  that  this  new  feature 
will  help  you  with  "GROWING  YOUR  BOTTOM 
LINE." 


You  Responded 

In  my  December  Up  Front  With  The  League,  I 
asked  for  some  "New  Blood"  to  step  up  and  get 
involved.  I  am  very  pleased  to  say  that  I  received 
several  calls  from  growers  who  want  to  become 
more  involved  and  take  an  active  role  in  our 
organization. 

It's  never  too  late  to  get  involved  so  if  you  did 
not  respond  to  the  last  call  there  is  still  plenty  of 
time  as  our  incoming  President  will  make  new 
assignments  to  our  standing  committees.  Thanks 
to  those  who  have  volunteered  their  services  to 
the  League.  If  you  are  interested  in  becoming 
more  involved  simply  give  me  a  call  at  the  League 
office. 

Sugar  Farmer  of  the  Year 

Our  Public  Relations  Committee  will  become 
much  more  active  this  year  as  there  is  a  pressing 
need  to  promote  the  important  role  that  sugar 
plays  in  the  economic  health  of  our  state.  The 
committee  will  consider  several  different 
programs  that  will  help  us  tell  our  story.  The 
concept  of  developing  a  "Sugar  Farmer  of  the 
Year"  program  is  already  being  discussed.  Such 
a  program  would  not  only  recognize  outstanding 
farmers,  but  would  also  create  an  opportunity  for 
us  to  tell  our  story.  We  will  keep  you  informed  as 
this  committee  develops  its  agenda. 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

Farm  Equipment 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL  OR  NO  DEAL" 

Introducing 
The  NEW  "Mark  3"  &  "Mark  5" 


The  Revolutionary 
"Mark  3" 

A  UNIQUE  3  ROW 
CULTIVATOR  THAT  CAN 
BE  EASILY  CONVERTED 
INTO  THE  NEW 

"MARK  5TT 


The  New 
"Mark  5tt 

A  5  ROW  CULTIVATOR  THAT  WILL 
COVER  MORE  ACRES  IN  A  GIVEN 

TIME  PERIOD  THAN  A  3  ROW. 
THE  FUEL  AND  LABOR  SAVINGS 
COULD  BE  AS  MUCH  AS  $  1 .00 
OR  MORE  PER  ACRE. 


New Tapered 
Timken  Style  Bearings 
Available  on  "Mark  3" 
8c  "Mark  5" 


205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Administration  Urges  Extension  Of  Sugar  Program,  But... 

Congress  Completes  Action  On  FY07  Spending 

Trade  Promotion  and  Doha 

USDA  WASDE  February  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


The  Bush  Administration  unveiled  farm  bill 
recommendations  at  the  beginning  of 
February  that  suggested  tightening  of 
Federal  payment  limits  by  eliminating  the  three- 
entity  rule  and  by  implementing  a  new  $200,000 
(adjusted  gross  income)  means  test  for  program 
participation.  The  proposal  would  also  reform 
the  counter-cyclical  payment  program  for 
traditional  program  crops  to  cover  a  target 
revenue  (target  price  times  average  national 
production  for  the  '02-06  base  period).  Direct 
payments  would  be  maintained  at  current  levels 
for  most  commodities,  with  cotton  and  rice 
receiving  increases  of  66%  and  7%,  respectively. 
This  direct  payment  increase  for  cotton  and  rice 
would  offset  the  Administration's  proposal  to 
establish  loan  rates  for  traditional  program  crops 
at  85%  of  the  5-year  Olympic  average  price  of 
those  crops,  a  change  that  is  expected  to  affect 
mostly  cotton  and  rice  producers. 

The  Administration's  proposal  would  extend 
the  current  sugar  program,  but  would  eliminate 
the  import-trigger  affecting  the  allotment  system. 
Instead  of  a  trigger-off  mechanism  that  would 
remove  allotments  if  imports  rise  above  a  specific 
level,  allowing  domestic  producers  to  market  all 
of  the  sugar  that  they  produce,  the  Secretary 


requests  the  authority  to  leave  allotments  in  place 
regardless  of  the  level  of  imports.  Under  his 
proposal,  domestic  production  could  effectively 
be  ratcheted  down  to  accommodate  more  imports 
from  Mexico  or  from  additional  trade  agreements 
to  be  negotiated  in  the  coming  years.  Such  a 
change,  if  implemented,  would  threaten  the 
efficiency  of  the  entire  sugar  industry  by  giving 
the  Secretary  a  tool  to  increase  per-unit  costs  of 
production  for  farmers  and  mill  operations  while 
opening  up  the  US  market  to  greater  levels  of 
subsidized  imports  from  favored  trading  partners. 
The  USDA  proposal  includes  $1.6  billion  for 
cellulosic  and  biodiesel  research  and  development 
and  incentives,  such  as  guaranteed  or  direct 
loans. 

Congress  Completes  Action  On  FY07  Spending 

The  President  signed  the  final  spending 
measure  for  fiscal  year  2007  in  mid-February,  four 
and  one-half  months  after  the  beginning  of  the 
fiscal  year.  The  measure  freezes  most  base 
program  funding  at  '06  levels,  which  was  what 
we  had  requested  for  those  accounts.  However, 
no  new  funding  will  be  available  for  energy  cane 
research  and  the  measure  allocated  $0  for  the 
entire  ARS  construction  account. 


Trade  Promotion  and  Doha 

The  Administration's  authority  to  pursue  trade 
agreements  under  an  expedited  legislative  track, 
the  authority  was  known  as  "fast-track"  and  now 
called  "trade  promotion  authority"  (TPA)  will  be 
expiring  in  June.  TPA  allows  implementing 
language  for  trade  agreements  to  come  to  the 
House  and  Senate  floor  for  an  up-or-down  vote, 
without  any  ability  to  amend  the  agreement. 
While  this  or  any  Administration  is  free  to 
negotiate  trade  agreements  without  TPA, 
negotiators  are  loath  to  tie  all  of  the  knots  on  a 
trade  agreement  if  legislators  can  amend  the 
agreement  during  the  legislative  approval 
process. 

The  Administration  will  be  seeking  new  TPA 
authority  in  the  coming  months  and  this  request 
will  likely  be  linked  to  a  breakthrough  (or,  at  least, 
the  appearance  of  a  breakthrough)  at  the  World 
Trade  Organization's  negotiating  tables.  While 
the  current  "Doha"  round  of  trade  talks  has  been 
essentially  at  a  standstill  since  mid-2006,  with 
much  posturing  but  little  movement  from  any  of 
the  negotiating  groups,  we  can  expect  a  public 
relations  blitz  from  Geneva,  echoed  by  USTR, 
that  will  suggest  that  an  agreement  is  within  sight 
and  that  TPA  authority  is  needed  to  give 
negotiators  the  impetus  to  complete  these  talks. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  the 
Administration  will  attempt  to  sell  the 
"breakthrough"  to  the  agricultural  producers, 
who  will  almost  certainly  bear  the  brunt  of  any 
new  concessions  from  the  US  side  of  the  table. 
Members  of  Congress,  who  will  be  attempting  to 
write  a  farm  safety  net  over  the  next  few  months, 


may  be  reticent  to  provide  negotiating  authority 
to  trade  officials  who  are  perceived  as  tossing 
farmers  overboard  in  their  desperate  rush  for  an 
agreement. 

USD  A  WASDE  February  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  February  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2006/ 
07  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  at  1,698,000 
short  tons  (raw  value),  while  production  was 
lowered  to  8,598,000  tons  from  8,615,000  tons  last 
month  due  to  a  reduction  in  beet  production  to 
5,059,000  tons  from  5,078,000  tons  last  month. 
Cane  production  rose  slightly  to  3,539,000  tons 
from  3,537,000  tons,  with  Louisiana  and  Hawaiian 
production  each  rising  by  1,000  tons.  Florida 
was  unchanged  at  1,756,000  tons.  Imports  were 
seen  falling  to  1 ,964,000  tons  from  2, 103,000  tons 
last  month,  with  TRQ  imports  falling  to  1 ,604,000 
tons  from  1,718,000  tons  and  re-exports  falling 
by  25,000  tons  to  300,000  tons.  As  a  result,  total 
supply  was  reduced  to  12,260,000  tons  from 
12,416,000  tons.  While  exports  were  seen  rising 
to  300,000  tons  from  200,000,  mostly  due  to 
exports  to  Mexico  for  re-export.  Deliveries  were 
lowered  to  10,265,000  tons  from  10,4 15,000  tons, 
dropping  food-use  deliveries  to  10,100,000  tons 
from  10,250,000  tons.  Total  use  is  lowered  to 
10,565,000  tons  from  10,615,000.  Ending  stocks 
were  expected  to  fall  to  1,695,000  tons  from 
1,801,000  tons,  leaving  the  stocks  to  use  ratio 
lower  at  16.0  percent  from  1 7.0  percent  last  month. 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA         (337)  367-8233 


Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 

Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer  (LicenseM5M7) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser #01249 


CL  HOIMIROIM 
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CORPORATION 


from  tfie  fieCdto  the  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


^= 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(S)honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


**&CjSTu 


ty/ZER  CO" 

True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•Fertilizer  •Chemicals  •Custom Blending 

•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle  LA  70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 


As  one  rides  through  the  sugar  industry  it 
is  quite  obvious  that  most  fields  which 
were  harvested  from  mid-December  until 
the  end  of  harvest  were  badly  rutted  during  their 
harvest.  During  this  period  of  time  it  was 
impossible  to  burn  harvest  residue  in  a  timely 
manner  because  of  the  nearly  every  other  day 
rains.  At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  February 
16, 2007,  with  a  few  days  of  dry  weather,  growers 
have  gotten  into  many  of  their  rutted  stubble  fields 
and  have  been  able  to  re-establish  drainage. 
Many  growers  have  commented  that  they  were 
able  to  drain  their  fields  more  easily  and  quickly 
than  expected,  but  there  are  many  deep  ruts  in 
headlands  which  will  require  a  much  longer  time 
to  drain  and  repair. 

For  many  growers  the  2006  planting  was 
delayed  by  wet  field  conditions,  however  most 
plant  cane  stands  were  well  established  and 
marking  the  row  quite  well  before  the  first  killing 
frost.  At  this  time,  in  other  than  well  protected 
areas,  little  obvious  green  remains  in  fields  of 
either  plant  cane  or  stubble  regrowth.  If  one 
scratches  around  in  both  plant  cane  and  stubble 
growth,  there  is  some  green  leaf  material  to  be 
found,  but  not  nearly  as  much  as  there  was  at 
this  time  in  2006.  Fortunately  the  weather 
forecasters'  prediction  of  six  to  eight  hours  below 


freezing  temperatures  on  February  16  did  not 
come  to  pass. 

Rust  does  not  have  an  alternate  host  on  which 
to  over  winter  here  in  Louisiana.  Because  there 
is  little  green  leaf  material  left  in  fields  on  which 
rust  can  over  winter,  there  should  be  a  delay  in 
the  date  when  rust  infestations  are  first  noticed, 
and  additionally,  there  is  the  reduction  in  acreage 
of  LCP  85-384.  With  a  delay  in  the  initial 
infestation  of  rust,  perhaps  those  varieties  (LCP 
85-384  and  Ho  95-988)  that  are  very  susceptible 
to  rust  infections  will  have  a  chance  to  get  ahead 
of  the  rust.  If  the  crop  can  get  off  to  a  good  start, 
it  should  outgrow  the  severe  ravages  of  this 
disease. 

The  state  average  tonnage  for  the  2006  crop 
was  about  20%  more  than  the  preceding  year's 
crop,  and  some  are  crediting  this  increased  yield 
to  HoCP  96-540.  A  survey  of  the  varieties  that 
were  in  the  field  for  the  2006  crop  indicates  that 
HoCP  96-540  was  on  less  than  15%  of  the  state 
acreage,  while  LCP  85-384  occupied  more  than 
70%  of  the  total  acres  devoted  to  sugarcane 
production.  This  survey  was  conducted  by  the 
AgCenter's  Dr.  Benjamin  Legendre,  Dr.  Kenneth 
Gravois,  and  the  County  Agents  in  the  sugarcane 
parishes.  Most  of  the  acreage  of  96-540  was  used 
for  seedcane;  the  remaining  acreage  had  little 


impact  on  the  state's  overall  production.  It  is  not 
to  be  denied  that  numerous  growers  reported 
individual  fields  of  HoCP  96-540  that  produced 
well  above  50  tons  of  cane  per  acre.  It  must  be 
pointed  out  that  in  most  cases  these  astronomical 
yields  were  in  areas  which  had  outstanding 
growing  seasons.  Additionally  because  HoCP 
96-540  is  in  an  expansion  mode,  most  of  this 
acreage  was  on  the  more  productive  soil  types. 
Once  the  industry  starts  to  place  harvest  stress 
(ripeners,  early  harvest,  black  lands,  and  non- 
removal  of  harvest  residue)  we  will  find  that  like 
LCP  85-384,  HoCP  96-540  has  its  weaknesses. 
The  reason  that  I  mention  this  is  to  remind  us  not 
to  run  headlong  into  a  situation  like  we  had  with 
LCP  85-384,  that  is  one  variety  on  more  than  50% 
of  the  state's  acreage. 

For  a  variety  to  be  successful,  it  must  be 
consistent.  That  is,  its  yields  must  be  adequate 
enough  to  make  a  profit,  respond  well  and 
produce  well  on  all  soil  types,  remain  free  of  any 
obvious  diseases  (heavy  rust  or  smut),  and 
establish  good  plant  cane  stands  under  both 
favorable  and  not  so  favorable  planting 
conditions.  A  good  indication  of  consistency  is 
how  well  varieties  yield  over  multi-years  and 
multi-location  harvests.  For  the  commercial 
varieties  (LCP  85-384,  HoCP  96-540,  L  97-128,  L 
99-226,  and  L  99-233)  we  have  collected  four  years 
of  Outfield  plant  cane  yield  data.  From  first 
stubble  and  second  stubble  Outfield  test 


locations  yield  data  was  collected  for  the  same 
varieties  plus  HoCP  9 1-555.  In  Outfield  tests  each 
variety  is  planted  three  times  (three  reps  per  test) 
so  that  unreleased  varieties  can  be  compared  to 
commercial  varieties  under  the  same  growing 
conditions.  Normally  there  are  ten  Outfield 
locations  from  each,  of  which  plant  cane,  first- 
stubble,  and  second  stubble  yield  data  is 
collected.  Ho  95-988  is  not  included  in  any  of  the 
tables  below  because  it  was  dropped  from  the 
testing  program  and  then  brought  back,  therefore 
several  years  of  data  are  missing.  Outfield  testing 
is  conducted  jointly  according  the  3-Way 
Agreement  by  the  LSU  AgCenter,  the  USDA,  and 
theASCL. 

Because  of  LCP  85-384's  exceptionally  high 
yields  when  it  was  first  released  to  the  industry, 
it  was  used  as  the  standard.  However,  now  as 
one  looks  over  yield  data  from  Outfield  tests,  it  is 
one  of  the  lowest  yielding  varieties  harvested. 
In  order  to  make  advancements,  promising  new 
varieties  must  be  compared  to  the  highest 
yielding  varieties  that  are  occupying  a  significant 
amount  of  the  state's  sugarcane  production 
acreage.  For  that  reason,  in  all  of  the  tables  below, 
varieties  are  compared  to  HoCP  96-540. 

Also  note  that  the  reported  sugar  is  TRS  and 
not  CRS.  Historically  sugar  per  ton  of  cane 
reported  in  Outfield  test  data  runs  35  to  40  pounds 
higher  than  industry  yields. 


Average  yields  for  commercial  varieties  in  Outfield  plant  cane  tests  harvested  2003, 2004, 


2005,  and  2006 

Variety 

Sugar/acre 

Tons/acre 

TRS 

LCP  85-384 

7490    - 

27.6    - 

271      - 

HoCP  96-540 

9217 

33.2 

278 

L  97- 128 

8591    - 

31.3    - 

•  276 

L  99-226 

9844  + 

33.6 

293    + 

L  99-233 

9010 

33.2 

271      - 

(+)  or  (-)  indicate  yields  that  are  significantly  better  than  or  less  than  HoCP  96-540 
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Average  yields  for  commercial  varieties  in  Outfield  first-stubble  tests  harvested  2004, 
2005,  and  2006 


Variety 

Sugar/acre 

Tons/acre 

TRS 

LCP  85-384 

6903    - 

25.4    - 

272 

HoCP91-555 

7890 

27.8 

283 

HoCP  96-540 

8152 

29.2 

280 

L97-128 

7760 

27.8    - 

279 

L  99-226 

9120   + 

30.5 

299     + 

L  99-233 

8073 

29.3 

276 

(+)  or  (-)  indicate  yields 

that  are  significantly  better  than  or  less  than  HoCP  96-540 

Average  yields  for  commercial  varieties  in 

Outfield  second  stubble  tests  harvested 

2005  and  2006 

Variety 

Sugar/acre 

Tons/acre 

TRS 

LCP  85-384 

6635    - 

24.8    - 

268 

HoCP  91-555 

6832   - 

25.4    - 

270 

HoCP  96-540 

7639 

28.0 

272 

L97-128 

7834 

28.2 

276 

L  99-226 

8577  + 

28.6 

299    + 

L  99-233 

8108 

29.9 

270 

(+)  or  (-)  indicate  yields  that  are  significantly  better  than  or  less  than  HoCP  96-540 


Capital  Oiic 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  *  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  *  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


f=t   ©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
LTnder    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 
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SugarTech 


Offering  a  New  Choice  for 
High-Quality  Seedcane 

SugarTech  seedcane  meets  quality  standards  enforced  by  LDAF 
that  can  help  improve  your  cane  production.  Planting  certified 
seedcane  is  your  quickest  route  to  healthier,  full-scale  production. 

Our  seedcane  is  continually  checked  for  diseases  and  is 
produced  under  stringent  quality  control  standards  in  highly 
sanitary  conditions. 

Ask  your  Helena  representative  to  explain  the  advantages  of  the 
SugarTech  system.  Then  go  with  a  certified  source  of  seedcane- 
SugarTech! 


Thibodaux        St.  Marthwille 
985-446-5881     337-394-3875 


[•SugarTeck 


New  Roads  Bunkie 

225-638-7056    318-346-6651 


fuets...KnoWledge 
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Sweet  crop. 


! 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-O/  y-()4o-LrAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 
www.louisianalandbank.com. 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


Joint  Committee  Looks  At  Transportation  Costs 

Fiscal  Session  Starts  April  30 

Candidates  For  Governor  Begin  To  Explore 


The  Agriculture  Committees  of  both  the 
House  and  Senate  are  meeting  prior  to  the 
beginning  of  this  year's  April  session  to 
study  the  costs  of  getting  Louisiana  commodities 
to  their  processing  points.  The  result  of  a 
Resolution  in  last  summer's  session,  the  effort 
seeks  to  educate  committee  members  on  the 
factors  causing  prices  of  transportation  to 
increase  dramatically.  A  transportation  subsidy 
was  offered  last  year  with  the  backing  of  the 
Blanco  Administration  which  would  have 
reimbursed  farmers  for  transportation  costs  for 
long  haul  trips  to  mills,  cotton  gins,  grain  dryers 
or  other  processing  plants.  The  issue  failed,  but 
peaked  the  interest  of  a  great  many  legislators 
who  felt  not  enough  was  understood  about  the 
cost  components  of  transportation  for  farmers. 
The  Joint  Committees  will  look  at  the  situation 
with  the  intent  of  offering  legislation  aimed  at 
assisting  farmers  if  a  solution  can  be  agreed 
upon.  Dwindling  mills  and  escalating  fuel  costs 
have  put  sugar  farmers,  in  particular,  at  a  severe 
disadvantage.  Matters  of  foreign  competition 
also  complicate  the  picture  for  sugar  growers  as 
federal  mandates  from  trade  agreements  begin  to 
allow  imported  sugar. 


Fiscal  Session  Starts  April  30 

The  year  2007,  being  an  odd  number,  requires 
an  odd  session  of  the  legislature.  Sessions  in 
even  numbered  years  require  a  full  blown  session 
with  every  topic  on  the  table  -  fiscal  matters  of 
budget  and  tax  are  eligible  for  consideration  along 
with  social  and  commercial  proposals.  But  this 
year  only  the  budget  and  taxes  are  the  restricted 
diet  for  legislators,  with  very  limited  exceptions. 
Each  legislator  is  allowed  five  bills  of  other 
business.  The  session  is  also  shorter.  Beginning 
April  30  the  legislature  may  meet  only  45  days  in 
a  60  day  period,  adjourning  no  later  than  June 
28. 

Candidates  For  Governor  Begin  To  Explore 

In  a  normal  campaign  year  with  an  incumbent 
Governor  eligible  for  reelection,  things  seem 
pretty  cut  and  dried  -  the  incumbent  party  gathers 
around  their  Governor  and  the  challenging 
party  looks  for  the  best  person  to  challenge.  2007 
looks  to  be  anything  but  cut  and  dried.  Governor 
Blanco,  battling  dramatically  with  the  worst 
natural  disaster  in  history,  is  also  embattled  in 
the  polls.  Democrats  are  acting  impatient  with 
her  prospects  of  reelection  are  looking  for  a 
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stronger  standard  bearer,  but  not  in  an  organized 
fashion. 

Republicans,  on  the  other  hand,  for  the  most 
part,  feel  that  Congressman  Bobby  Jindal 
deserves  another  shot.  Jindal  lost  by  a  narrow 
margin  four  years  ago  and  has  recently  been 
endorsed  in  the  1st  Congressional  District 
reelection  by  nine  out  of  ten  voters  in 
the  southeast  (largely  Jefferson  Parish)  district. 
One  other  Republican  has  declared.  State 
Senator  Walter  Boasso  has  thrown  his  hat  in  the 
ring.  He  is  a  self  made  millionaire  from  utterly 
destroyed  St.  Bernard  parish  and  seems  driven 
to  rebuild. 

Lots  of  Democrats  are  having  their  names 
tossed  around.  Former  U.S.  Senator  John  Breaux 
is  foremost  among  them.  Breaux  has 
been  considered  to  be  perhaps  one  of  the  most 
effective  lawmakers  ever.  But  he  has  moved  out 
of  state  and  Republicans  argue  that  he  is  not 
qualified  as  a  resident.  Congressman  Charlie 
Melancon  is  also  mentioned  as  a  man  who  could 
attract  votes  around  the  state,  but  he  has  not 
yet  made  public  statements  about  his  interest  in 
the  job. 


Public  Service  Commissioner  Foster  Campbell 
has  announced,  and  his  populist  approach  to 
government  has  traction  with  many  voters,  but  if 
Breaux  gets  in  the  race  it  is  speculated  that 
Campbell's  money  would  dry  up.  Chris  John 
hears  his  name  mentioned  too.  But  the 
Washington  D.C.  lobbyist,  who  served  in 
the  U.S.  House  from  the  7th  District,  has  not  made 
his  intentions  known. 

Democrat  State  Treasurer  John  Kennedy  is 
also  being  discussed.  So  far  he  says  he  is  running 
for  his  current  job,  but  the  pressure  is  just  starting 
to  build.  He  is  also  mentioned  as  a  Republican 
candidate  to  run  against  Senator  Mary  Landrieu, 
although  her  poll  numbers  look  to  be  improving. 
Landrieu  and  Jindal  were  principals  involved  in 
the  successful  effort  to  increase  Louisiana's  share 
of  off-shore  oil  and  gas  drilling  revenues, 
something  that  has  been  unsuccessfully  sought 
for  decades. 

Also  threatening  from  high  atop  his  perch  of 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  Shaw  Group,  Jim 
Bernhard  is  said  to  be  considering  the  race.  He 
can  write  the  check,  and  if  he  is  not  satisfied  with 
the  field  he  may. 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Dr.  Michael  Salassi 
LSU  AgCenter 


Know  Your  Break-Even  Price  or  Yield 


Tiis  article  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  articles 
which  will  be  devoted  to  explaining  basic 
farm  business  management  principles  and 
other  important  issues  to  help  sugarcane 
growers  be  better  farm  business  managers,  make 
better  informed  production  decisions,  and,  most 
importantly,  to  help  increase  their  bottom  line. 
This  first  article  focuses  on  break-even  analysis. 
Being  a  good  farm  business  manager  and 
making  informed  business  decisions  starts  with 
a  good,  accurate  knowledge  of  the  financial  side 
of  your  farm  business.  That  means  knowing 
what  your  production  costs  are  and  being  able 
to  determine  your  break-even  sugar  price  or  crop 
yield  for  the  current  year.  Break-even  is  the  point 
where  total  income  equal  total  costs.  Since  the 
market  price  of  raw  sugar  and  sugarcane  yield 
are  two  variables  which  impact  net  returns  or 
profit  and  can  vary  greatly  from  one  year  to  the 
next,  a  break-even  sugar  price  or  cane  yield  can 
be  very  useful  in  gauging  the  financial  status  of 
the  farm  business. 

As  you  move  through  the  crop  year,  growers 
should  have  a  better  and  more  accurate  estimate 
of  what  their  current  year's  production  costs 
are.  As  you  approach  harvest,  you  should  have 
a  good  idea  of  what  your  actual  cultivation  and 
planting  costs  are  up  to  that  point  and  can  also 


project  what  harvest  costs  are  likely  to  be  given 
expected  harvest  conditions.  Calculating  break- 
even sugar  prices  for  projected  yields  or  break- 
even yields  for  projected  sugar  prices  is  very 
useful  in  determining  what  is  needed  for  a 
positive  bottom  line  for  the  current  year's  crop. 
Looking  at  just  raw  sugar  production,  total 
projected  farm  income  and  total  cost  can  be 
estimated  as  follows: 

Total  projected  income  = 

grower's  share  (%)  times 

sugar  price  ($/lb)  times 

CRS  (lbs/ton)  times 

cane  yield  (tons/acre)  times 

acres  harvested  for  sugar. 
Total  projected  farm  cost  = 

planting  costs  ($/farm)  plus 

cultivation  costs  ($/farm)  plus 

harvest  costs  ($/farm)  plus 

fixed  costs  ($/farm)  plus 

other  costs  ($/farm). 
Setting  total  income  equal  to  total  cost  and 
solving  for  either  price  (assuming  a  given  yield) 
or  yield  (assuming  a  given  price)  will  result  in  an 
estimate  of  break-even  price  and  break-even 
yield.  Simply  interpreted,  break-even  price  is 
the  sugar  price  required  for  the  farm  to  break 
even,  assuming  a  certain  crop  yield.  Break-even 
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yield  is  the  crop  yield,  either  in  tons  per  acre  or 
sugar  per  ton,  required  for  the  farm  to  break  even, 
assuming  a  certain  sugar  price. 

Break-even  sugar  price  can  be  estimated  as 
total  farm  costs  divided  by  (grower's  share  times 
CRS  times  cane  yield  times  acres  harvested  for 
sugar).  Using  a  simple  example  to  illustrate  how 
to  determine  break-even  values,  suppose  total 
farm  costs  are  $500,000,  grower's  share  of  the 
crop  is  50%,  and  acres  harvested  for  sugar  is  750 
acres.  Break-even  sugar  price  can  be  calculated 
by  assuming  a  CRS  and  cane  yield  value.  Using 
values  of  210  lbs/ton  and  32  tons  per  acre,  the 
sugar  price  necessary  to  cover  total  farm  costs 
(break-even  price)  equals  $500,000  /  (50%  times 
2 1 0  lbs/ton  times  32  tons  per  acre  times  750  acres) 
equals  $0. 198.  In  other  words,  it  would  require  a 
sugar  price  of  $0,198  per  pound  to  cover  total 
farm  costs  using  the  yields  given.  A  price  of 
more  than  $0. 198  would  result  in  positive  profits 
for  the  farm. 

Break-even  CRS  can  be  estimated  as  total  farm 
costs  divided  by  (grower's  share  times  sugar  price 
times  cane  yield  times  acres  harvested  for  sugar). 
Break-even  cane  yield  can  be  estimated  as  total 


farm  costs  divided  by  (grower's  share  times  sugar 
price  times  CRS  times  acres  harvested  for  sugar). 
Using  the  same  data,  for  a  sugar  price  of  $0.20 
per  pound  and  a  sugar  yield  of  210  pounds  per 
ton,  the  break-even  cane  yield  would  be  32  tons 
per  acre. 

One  of  the  best  uses  of  break-even  analysis  is 
to  estimate  values  for  different  scenarios.  In  other 
words,  what  would  the  break-even  price  need  to 
be  if  sugar  yields  or  crop  yields  were  a  different 
value.  For  example,  if  the  CRS  in  our  illustration 
was  220  instead  of  2 1 0,  the  break-even  sugar  price 
would  drop  to  $0,189  per  pound.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  CRS  was  200  instead  of  210,  the  break- 
even price  would  increase  to  $0,208  per  pound. 

Break-even  analysis  can  be  a  very  useful  and 
relatively  simple  tool  to  assist  in  making  farm 
business  decisions.  Knowing  how  to  determine 
the  impact  of  changes  in  farm  size,  equipment 
used,  varieties  produced,  and  other  factors  on 
break-even  values  will  assist  growers  in  making 
better  informed  decisions  and  being  able  to 
determine  the  impact  of  those  decisions  on  the 
bottom  line  of  the  farm  business. 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 
It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 
At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

Agricultural  Lender 


*&* 


i 


Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


Give  us  a  call! 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 
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Salinity  in  the  Sugar  Belt 


by 

H.  "Sonny"  Viator,  G.  Breitenbeck,  J.  Flanagan, 

8.  Joffrion,  8.  Legendre  and  R.  Louque 

LSU  AgCenter 


Tfae  tidal  surges  accompanying  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  in  August  and  September,  2005 
deposited  a  considerable  amount  of  salt  throughout  the  coastal  parishes  of  Louisiana. 
Commodities  particularly  hard  hit  were  sugarcane  and  rice,  especially  from  Hurricane  Rita.  A 
survey,  conducted  shortly  after  the  water  subsided  in  the  areas  planted  to  sugarcane,  revealed  soil 
salinity  levels  in  several  areas  of  six  to  eight  times  the  published  damage  threshold  level  of  1,100 
ppm.  Out  of  concern  that  the  2006  crop  was  in  jeopardy,  three  methods  were  used  to  evaluate  the 
effects  of  salinity  on  sugarcane  production.  The  first  approach  was  to  monitor  changes  in  salinity 
and  to  measure  yield  at  the  original  sites  selected  for  sampling  in  October,  2005.  Secondly,  microbial 
products,  designed  to  reduce  soil  salinity,  were  evaluated  at  the  two  highest  salinity  sites  identified 
in  the  survey.  The  last  method  was  to  sample  partially  flooded  fields  to  compare  soil  salinity  and 
yield  levels  between  the  submerged  and  the  un-flooded  areas  of  the  fields. 

Table  1  shows  the  changes  in  salinity  and  sugar  yield  for  six  of  the  sites  in  the  original  salinity 
survey  completed  immediately  after  Hurricane  Rita. 

Table  1  -  Changes  in  soil  salinity  and  subsequent  2006  sugar  yields  for  the  original  survey  sites. 


Site 

Initial  salinity, 

ppm 
0-12  in.  depth 

Salinity  at  harvest, 

ppm 

0-12  in.  depth 

Yield, 
lb  sugar/acre 

Vermilion  1 

338 

156 

14,076 

Vermilion  2 

1,083 

1,084 

5,189 

Iberia  1 

2,428 

860 

9,333 

Iberia  2 

572 

106 

9,085 

St.  Mary 

2,554 

736 

11,152 

Terrebonne 

3,212 

186 

14,234 

Averaged  over  all  the  sites,  salinity  decreased  69%  from  the  time  of  the  survey  to  the  harvest  season. 
Sugar  yield  averaged  10,5 12  pounds  per  acre,  based  on  hand-harvested  samples.  It  must  be  pointed 
out  that  all  three  sites  that  had  initial  salinity  levels  above  the  published  damage  threshold  of  1,100 
ppm  had  excellent  yields.  The  one  site  with  high  salinity  at  harvest,  Vermilion  2,  had  the  lowest  yield. 
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Products  designed  to  reverse  the  negative  impact  of  soil  salinity  were  evaluated  at  the  two  highest 
soil  salinity  sites  (table  2).  The  two  products  were  microbial-based  soil  amendments  composed  of 
Bacillus  spp.,  actinomycetes,  cyanobacteria,  algae,  protozoa  and  microbial  byproducts.  They  are 
believed  to  help  displace  sodium  from  cation  exchange  sites,  making  the  sodium  subject  to  leaching. 
While  the  products  appeared  somewhat  effective  in  reducing  salinity  in  the  sugarcane  rooting  zone 
( Ag  Blend™  and  Soil  Builder™  reduced  salinity  more  than  the  control  -  data  not  shown),  the  yield 
among  the  three  treatments  was  not  significantly  different  at  either  location.  Continued  research  is 
needed  to  further  evaluate  the  potential  for  crop  and  soil  improvement  effects  by  these  products. 


Table  2  -The  evaluation  of  SuperBio®  biological  products1  for  the  amelioration  of  soil  salinity 


Treatments 

Vermilion  site 
lb  sugar/acre 

Terrebonne  site, 
lb  sugar/acre 

Control 

8,497 

6,249 

Ag  Blend™ 

8,853 

5,883 

Soil  Builder™ 

8,744 

5,936 

LSD  (.05) 

NS 

NS 

Mention  of  proprietary  products  does  not  indicated  endorsement  by  the  LSU  AgCenter 

The  final  approach  was  to  compare  sugarcane  production  on  flooded  and  non-flooded  areas  of 
partially  flooded  fields.   Fields  were  chosen  by  aerial  maps,  with  articulated  flood  surge  lines,  and 
by  growers'  eyewitness  accounts.  Although  the  trend  in  table  3  suggests  that  flooding  adversely 
affected  production,  the  data  were  highly  variable  (see  Coefficients  of  Variation  in  table  3)  and 
treatment  means  for  all  parameters  were  not  significantly  different. 

Table  3  -  Comparison  of  flooded  and  non-flooded  areas  of  14  partially  flooded  sugarcane  fields 


Field  position 

tons 
cane/acre 

lb 
sugar/acre 

lb 
sugar/ton 

Salinity  at 

harvest, 

ppm 

Flooded 

27.8 

6,259 

226 

878 

Non-flooded 

30.3 

7,218 

240 

333 

LSD  (.05) 

NS 

NS 

NS 

NS 

C.V. 

22.9  % 

22.9  % 

11.6% 

221.7% 

While  high  soil  salinity  levels  existed  at  the  time  of  the  initial  survey  in  October,  2005,  rainfall  was 
sufficiently  heavy  to  leach  much  of  the  salt  from  the  root  zone  by  harvest  of  2006.  Average  salinity 
was  considerably  below  the  published  damage  threshold  by  the  fall.  Nevertheless,  when  factoring 
in  all  sites  across  the  five  parish  area  in  which  samples  were  taken,  there  was  a  moderate  but 
statistically  significant  decrease  in  plant  cane  tonnage  as  salinity  increased  (see  figure  below).  The 
association  between  soil  salinity  and  yield  in  the  stubble  phase  of  the  production  cycle  was  not  as 
strong. 


Figure  1  -  Association  between  soil  salinity  and  yield  of  tons  -cane  per  acre 
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In  summary,  evaluating  the  effects  of  soil  salinity  on  sugarcane  yield  was  made  difficult  because 
conventional  unsalted  control  plots  were  not  available  for  comparison.  Also,  differential  rainfall 
amounts  and  the  direct  effects  of  the  flood  waters  served  as  confounding  effects  across  the  many 
locations  from  which  data  were  collected.  While  several  high-salinity  sites  produced  acceptable 
yields,  there  was  statistical  evidence  that  the  overall  trend  was  for  soil  salinity  and  flood  waters  to 
reduce  yield.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  adverse  effects  of  soil  salinity  were  minimized  by 
Louisiana's  high  rainfall  environment.  At  harvest,  over  90%  of  the  plots  across  all  studies  had  soil 
salinity  levels  well  below  the  published  damage  threshold.  The  outlook  for  future  sugarcane 
production  in  the  affected  areas  is  encouraging. 
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1998  Austoft  Combine,  35,000  tons 
on  new  undercarriage  and  elevator, 
good  condition  -  $40,000.  For  more 
information  call  (985)  665-0161  or 
(985)  369-2505. 

10  Davis  type  Billet  Cane  Carts  - 

$6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Fabian 
LeMaire  at  337-519-1983  or  337- 
276-5975. 

2  -  110  White  Hi-crop,  air/cab  - 
$8,000;   Broussard  4x4  Harvester 

-  single  row  -  $25,000;  880  Case/2 
buckets/grab  -  $15,000;  Dondi  V- 
Ditcher  -  $6,000;  Mechanical 
Planter,  rear  drum  -  $2,500;  10  ton 
dump  wagon  -  $10,000;  3-row 
Marker/Opener/Chisel  -  $1,200;  3- 
row  Chisel  w/motor  -  $1,000;  1,600 
gal.  Water  Trailer  (gooseneck)  - 
$2,500  and  some  more  equipment 
also.  Call  985-665-1160  ask  for  Tee. 

3-row  Cameco  Rome  Chopper, 
excellent  condition,  JD  3-row 
Chopper,  field  ready;  15  ft. 
Hydraulic  Heavy  Duty  Dirt 
Scraper  Blade.  Call  Todd 
Rodriguez  at  337-923-4329. 

2000  Austoft  Combine,  excellent 
condition;  1998  -  Case  IH  8910- 
MFD,  C/A;  (2)  Whole  Stalk 
Transloader  Wagons,  davis  axles; 
(2)  1066  IH,  high  clear  tractors, 
salvage;  (2)  sets  iron  wheels  for 
duals;  490  flat  chopper  21';  Set  of 
Saddle  Tanks  (200  gal.  each),  pump 
and  guage  wheer;  3-row  Chopper, 
homemade;  3-row  Chopper, 
homeade,  off-bar's  and  shields.  Call 
Lynn  Breaux  at  (337)  201-1899. 
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Contact  me  to  fi 

many  other  suga 

(985)369-6611 
Ronald  Woods 

THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/ promotion,  and  education. 
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Jessie  Breaux 

44th   President  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


On  Wednesday,  February  28,  2007,  Mr.  Jessie  Breaux  was  elected  as  the  44th  President  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League.  Mr.  Breaux  is  a  1969  graduate  of  Franklin  High  School  in  Franklin,  LA 
where  he  was  the  President  of  the  FFA  Chapter,  and  upon  graduation  he  received  the  American 
Legion  Award.  In  1974  he  graduated  from  the  University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana,  Lafayette,  LA 
holding  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Agronomy.  Upon  graduation  he  received  the  Agronomy 
Student  Award  from  the  American  Society  of  Agronomy.  After  graduation,  he  went  to  work  for  Pete 
deGravelles,  Jr.  He  managed  Pete's  farm,  Teche  Planting  Company,  Inc.  for  nine  years.  It  was  during 
that  time  when  he  received  the  Outstanding  Young  Farmer  Award  from  the  Franklin  Jaycees.  He 
bought  out  part  of  Pete's  farming  operation  in  1982.  He  then  formed  his  current  farming  operation, 
Bayou  Cane  Company,  Inc.,  farming  750  acres  of  sugarcane.  Jessie  is  a  fourth  generation  sugarcane 
farmer. 

Mr.  Breaux  served  as  President  of  the  St.  John  and  Hanson  School  Board  for  two  years  and  as  a 
board  member  for  nine  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Assumption  in  Franklin,  LA.  He 
has  also  served  for  six  years  in  the  Louisiana  National  Guard.  He  graduated  from  Louisiana  State 
University's  Agricultural  Center  Agricultural  Leadership  Program  as  a  member  of  Class  IV  in  1996. 

He  is  presently  a  member  of  the  ASSCT,  a  board  member  of  the  St.  Mary  Parish  Farm  Bureau  and 
Teche  Farm  Supply  Cooperative.  He  has  also  served  as  a  board  of  director  of  St.  Mary  Sugar 
Cooperative,  Inc.  since  1986  and  has  been  the  Secretary-Treasurer  for  the  past  16  years. 

Mr.  Breaux  is  the  son  of  Jessie  and  Laura  Belle  Breaux.  He  is  married  to  the  former  Cindy  Scelfo  of 
Franklin,  LA  and  they  have  three  children,  Missy,  Jolene,  Ryan  and  one  grandchild,  Tyler. 

Currently,  Mr.  Breaux  is  farming  over  2,400  acres  of  sugarcane  in  St.  Mary  Parish.  His  farm  is  run 
by  himself,  a  farm  manager  and  ten  employees  year  round.  In  his  spare  time,  he  enjoys  spending  time 
with  his  family,  golfing  and  boating. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Annual  Meeting 
Allotment  Resolution 


Thanks  to  all  who  attended  the  84th  Annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  of  the  USA,  Inc.  Some  225  cane 
farmers,  mill  managers,  land  owners  and  affiliated 
industry  representatives  gathered  as  Craig 
Caillier  presided  over  his  last  meeting  as  our 
President.  Several  of  the  attendees  stated  that 
this  year's  meeting  was  one  of  our  best.  Farm 
bill  discussion  was  a  major  topic,  but  the 
"MESSAGE  of  OPTIMISM"  was  what  set  this 
meeting  apart  from  prior  ones. 

In  his  closing  remarks,  President  Caillier 
offered  his  thoughts  as  to  why  he  has  an 
"OPTIMISTIC  OUTLOOK"  for  the  future  of  our 
industry.  First:  Substantial  production  increases 
from  new  higher  yielding  varieties  will  provide 
tremendous  improvements  in  per  acre  revenue. 
Second:  There  is  a  new  political  environment  in 
our  nation's  capitol  and  the  opportunity  to  pass 
a  favorable  farm  bill  is  better  than  it  has  been  in 
the  recent  past.  Third:  The  Chairman  of  the 
Agricultural  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  is  Congressman  Collin  Peterson 
from  Minnesota.  His  congressional  district  is 
the  largest  sugar  producing  district  in  the 
country.  Fourth:  We  have  leaders  at  USDA  who 
have  renewed  their  commitment  to  running  the 
sugar  program,  as  congress  intended,  at  "no  cost 
to  the  taxpayer."  Fifth:  Most  industry  experts 
feel  that  the  opening  of  U.S.  and  Mexican  markets 
will  offer  new  opportunities  as  well  as  challenges 
for  U.S.  producers. 


Former  Louisiana  Governor  Buddy  Roemer, 
now  President  of  Business  First  Bank  in  Baton 
Rouge,  offered  inspiring  stories  about  the 
resiliency  of  Louisiana's  people  and  our  ability 
to  overcome  adversity.  He  stated  that  sugar 
producers  and  processors  are  no  different  as  we 
too  have  over  and  over  again  displayed  an 
inherent  ability  to  overcome  very  trying 
conditions.  Finally,  Roemer  offered  the  following 
"Four  F's"  as  keys  to  succeeding  in  business 
today.  Managers  must  be  Fast  in  decision 
making,  Focused  in  their  principals,  Flexible 
enough  to  change  and  Friendly  to  their 
business  associates  and  customers. 


Allotment  Resolution 

After  many  years  of  discussion,  the  League 
finally  established  a  position  on  movement  of 
sugar  marketing  allocations  from  one  mill  to 
another.  By  a  vote  of  65%  in  favor  to  35%  in 
opposition,  the  membership  elected  to  seek  a 
change  in  the  farm  bill.  This  change  will  allow  a 
grower  the  ability  to  move  his  share  of  marketing 
allocations  from  one  processor  to  another 
without  the  consent  of  his  current  processor. 
This  change  will  only  affect  Louisiana's  industry 
and  will  be  acted  upon  by  the  staff  at  a  time  that 
is  appropriate  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  our 
primary  objective  of  obtaining  favorable  sugar 
provisions  in  the  farm  bill. 


You're  Invited  to  Attend 
"Sugar  Day  at  the  Legislature" 

Monday,  May  7, 2007 

Come  to  meet  and  mingle 
with  our  state's  elected  officials. 

See  The  Baton  Rouge  Line  on  page  15  of  this  issue  for  details. 
Also,  more  information  will  be  available  at  www.amscl.org  when  plans  are  finalized. 


Thanks  to 
CapitalOrw 

for  sponsoring  the 

84th  Annual  Meeting  of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Farm  Bill  Debate  Begins 

Evolving  Situation  in  Mexico 

USDA  WASDE  March  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


The  House  and  Senate  Agriculture 
Committees  eagerly  await  budget 
instructions  that  will  provide  clarification 
regarding  the  level  of  spending  that  will  be  made 
available  for  the  overall  farm  bill.  The  Senate 
and  House  are  expected  to  consider  a  budget 
blueprint  before  the  end  of  March.  New 
budgetary  authority  is  being  sought  to  improve 
the  conservation,  rural  development  and  energy 
titles  of  the  bill  but,  based  on  comments  by 
House  Agriculture  Chairman  Collin  Peterson  (D- 
MN),  new  funding  on  the  commodity  title 
appears  increasingly  unlikely. 

Chairman  Peterson  is  now  leaning  toward  an 
extension  of  the  commodity  title,  which  would 
protect  current  commodity  programs  from 
significant  new  cuts  but  would  make  it  extremely 
difficult  to  make  significant  enhancements  to 
those  programs.  While  it  is  early  in  the  process, 
a  move  toward  extending  the  commodity  title 
would  seem  to  limit  the  Chairman's  ability  to 
achieve  the  loan  rate  increase  he  had  championed 
for  sugar  producers.  We  will  continue  to  work 
with  the  Chairman  on  this  and  other  important 
improvements  to  the  farm  safety  net  over  the 
coming  months. 

The  timeline  for  considering  and  approving 
the  new  farm  bill  remains  unsettled.  Committee 


Chairmen  have  remained  optimistic  that,  once 
budget  parameters  are  known,  the  subcommittees 
could  begin  developing  the  new  farm  bill 
components  over  the  next  two  months,  with  the 
Committees  bringing  those  components  together 
for  committee  markup  by  early  July.  Under  this 
scenario,  the  House  and  Senate  versions  of  the 
farm  legislation  would  move  to  House  and  Senate 
votes  in  July,  allowing  pre-conference  staff 
negotiations  during  August  that  would  clear  the 
way  for  approval  of  the  final  product  in 
September. 

If  past  history  is  any  guide,  however,  the  farm 
bill  process  is  more  likely  to  continue  into  the 
autumn,  perhaps  into  the  end-year  holiday 
season.  My  own  sense  is  that  Members  will  work 
hard  to  ensure  that  the  legislation  is  completed 
during  the  current  calendar  year,  avoiding  the 
prospect  of  a  farm  bill  fight  during  a  presidential 
election  year,  but  House  Minority  Leader  John 
Boehner's  recent  suggestion  that  Congress  may 
not  have  enough  time  to  complete  floor 
deliberations  on  the  farm  bill  this  year  is  not 
without  credibility. 

On  a  related  note,  we  are  moving  forward  to 
implement  the  resolution  on  mill  transfers 
approved  by  the  League  membership  in  February. 
I  anticipate  that  this  budget-neutral  modification 


will  be  allowed  as  a  technical  correction  to  the 
commodity  title  regardless  of  whether  that  title  is 
extended. 


year  will  be  in  the  range  of  50,000  tons  (raw  value). 
This  reflects  a  much  tighter  marketing  situation 
in  Mexico  than  was  foreseen  last  fall. 


Evolving  Situation  in  Mexico 

The  Department  of  Justice  has  signed  off  on 
the  Export  Trading  Company  to  facilitate  exports 
to  Mexico  and  export  certificates  will  soon  be 
issued  to  refiners.  We  anticipate  that  the 
certificates  will  be  quickly  used  in  a  test  of  the 
opening  of  the  Mexican  sugar  market  to  US 
exports. 

Indications  are  that  the  Mexican  industry 
seems  to  have  finally  awakened  to  the  two-way 
potential  for  trade  when  tariffs  on  both  sides  fall 
to  zero  in  January  2008.  Recent  industry 
discussions  suggest  a  new  consensus  toward 
working  together  to  rationalize  the  emerging 
hemispheric  trading  environment,  including  the 
need  for  better  data  on  production,  demand  and 
other  elements  of  the  supply  situation  on  both 
sides  of  the  border. 

In  its  most  recent  supply  and  demand 
estimates,  USDA  now  anticipates  that  exports 
from  Mexico  to  the  US  for  the  current  marketing 


USDA  WASDE  March  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  March  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2006/ 
07  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  at  1,698,000 
short  tons  (raw  value),  while  production  was 
lowered  to  8,589,000  tons  from  8,598,000  tons  last 
month  due  to  a  reduction  in  beet  production  to 
5,050,000  tons.  Cane  production  was  unchanged 
at  3,539,000  tons,  with  Louisiana  and  Florida 
unchanged  at  1,336,000  tons  and  1,756,000  tons, 
respectively.  With  no  change  in  imports  at 
1,964,000  tons,  total  supply  was  reduced  to 
12,251,000  tons  from  12,260,000  tons.  There  were 
no  changes  in  exports  or  use,  leaving  total  use  at 
10,565,000  tons.  As  a  result  of  the  lower  beet 
production,  ending  stocks  are  reduced  to 
1,686,000  tons  from  1,695,000  tons,  leaving  the 
stocks  to  use  ratio  unchanged  at  16.0  percent. 


You're  First  at 
First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe  that  personal 
service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that  personal 
touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 
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First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 
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Patsy  Champagne 

New  Iberia 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(337)  364-0217 


Tracie  Rodriguez 

New  Iberia 


244  Highway  3266     Thibodaux,  LA  70301-1602      Phone:(985)447-7285 


New  &  Used  Equipment 


Parts  &  Service 


John  Deere 


off-season  Repir 


Sales 
985-447-7285 


Parts 
985-493-5186 


Harvester  Repairs 
985-493-5018 
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Nothing  Runs  Like  A  Deere! 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Retirement  of  Dr.  Peter  Rein 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute,  A  Rich  History,  A  Promising  Future 


As  of  March  5,  Dr.  Peter  Rein  retired  as 
director  of  Audubon  Sugar  Institute. 
With  the  departure  of  Dr.  Rein,  Dr.  Ben 
Legendre  was  asked  to  serve  as  acting  director. 
Dr.  Legendre  will  serve  until  the  search  committee 
has  completed  its  task. 

During  his  tenure  as  director  of  Audubon  Sugar 
Institute,  Dr.  Rein  broadened  the  scope  of 
research  at  Audubon  and  assembled  an 
impressive  research  staff.  He  also  helped  to  usher 
in  the  use  of  recent  developments  in  the  sugar 
making  processes  such  as  the  continuous 
vacuum  pan  and  the  use  of  the  first  diffusers  in  a 
Louisiana  sugar  mill.  Additionally  while  at 
Audubon,  Dr.  Rein  was  very  outspoken  on  the 
need  for  the  development  of  a  payment  system 
that  would  insure  higher  quality  deliveries  to  the 
mill,  while  rewarding  the  growers  who  took  time 
and  expense  to  improve  the  quality  of  cane  they 
were  delivering.  Dr.  Rein's  forward  thinking  will 
certainly  be  missed  by  many  in  the  LSU  AgCenter, 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute,  and  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry. 

The  Audubon  Sugar  Institute  has  a  long 
history  of  service  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 
Much  of  this  history  was  touched  upon  by  Dr. 
David  Boethel  at  Dr.  Rein's  retirement  party.  As 
a  source  of  historical  information,  Dr.  Boethel 
used  the  following  article  written  by  Craig 
Gautreaux,  Communications,  LSU  AgCenter. 


Audubon  Sugar  Institute, 
a  Rich  History,  a  Promising  Future 

By  Craig  Gautreaux 

Pharmaceuticals  derived  from  sugarcane,  art 
paper  produced  from  bagasse,  a  chemical  mix  for 
killing  pesky  bio-films  in  dental  equipment.  These 
are  a  few  of  the  influential  developments  that 
scientists  at  the  LSU  AgCenter's  Audubon  Sugar 
Institute  have  discovered  or  are  in  the  process 
of  creating  to  shape  sugar  engineering  and 
technology  on  a  global  scale. 

The  institute  had  its  beginnings  in  1885  when 
the  Louisiana  Sugar  Planters  Association  (LSPA) 
established  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Experiment 
Station  in  Kenner.  In  1887,  this  station  moved  to 
New  Orleans  in  what  is  now  Audubon  Park. 
Then,  in  1891,  the  Audubon  Sugar  School  was 
established  on  the  station's  grounds. 

"It  was  the  object  of  the  school  to  produce 
experts  in  the  sugar  industry.  It  was  designed  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  planters'  sons  who 
ultimately  expected  to  become  owners  of  large 
plantations  and  factories"  is  a  quote  attributed 
to  William  C.  Stubbs,  the  first  director  of  the  Sugar 
Station.  A  building  on  the  LSU  campus  is  named 
after  him.  This  endeavor  has  not  only  been  a 
passage  through  time  but  a  journey  across  the 
sugar-growing  region  of  south  Louisiana. 


To  educate  the  planters'  sons,  the  school 
offered  a  two-year  curriculum  in  agriculture, 
chemistry  and  mechanical  engineering. 
Unfortunately,  financial  constraints  forced  the 
school  to  close  in  1896.  But  it  did  not  remain 
closed  for  long.  In  its  short  tenure,  the  school 
had  left  a  lasting  impression.  Because  of  the 
success  of  its  curriculum,  LSU  incorporated  a 
degree  program  based  on  it.  The  five-year 
program  included  three  years  of  study  on  the 
Baton  Rouge  campus  and  two  years  of  practical 
instruction  in  sugar  technology  at  Audubon  Park. 

Charles  E.  Coates,  who  served  as  the  director 
of  the  Sugar  Experiment  Station  from  1897  to  1937, 
oversaw  the  new  curriculum  and  the  reopening 
of  the  Audubon  Sugar  School  in  the  fall  of  1 897. 
With  the  reopening,  the  weight  of  the  new 
program  shifted  from  agriculture  to  chemical  and 
mechanical  engineering.  Students  chose  from 
two  courses  of  study:  sugar  agriculture  and 
chemistry,  or  sugar  chemistry  and  mechanical 
engineering. 

The  year  1925  was  a  landmark  year  for  the 
Audubon  Sugar  School  and  the  Sugar  Experiment 


Station.  Both  moved  to  LSU's  Baton  Rouge 
campus.  To  accommodate  their  needs,  a  sugar 
factory  was  built  with  a  daily  grinding  capacity 
of  360  tons.  For  the  next  40  years,  the  Audubon 
Sugar  School  was  responsible  for  producing  the 
world's  leaders  in  sugar  technology. 

In  1931,  the  College  of  Pure  and  Applied 
Science  was  responsible  for  overseeing  the 
Audubon  Sugar  School.  In  1937,  the  agricultural 
chemistry  course  migrated  to  the  Department  of 
Chemistry,  with  the  sugar  factory  element  being 
placed  under  the  auspices  of  the  Department  of 
Chemical  Engineering.  For  the  most  part,  the 
school  enjoyed  its  greatest  success  during  the 
era  from  the  1920s  until  the  1960s. 

Unfortunately  for  the  Sugar  School,  it  became 
a  casualty  of  Fidel  Castro.  Because  of  the  Cuban 
revolution,  many  Cuban  exiles  with  years  of 
experience  flooded  the  job  market  in  the  United 
States.  Ironically,  many  of  these  people  had 
attended  LSU's  Sugar  School.  Because  of  the 
failing  job  market,  many  new  sugar  school 
graduates  could  not  find  employment.  The 
Audubon  Sugar  School  was  at  a  crossroads. 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  *  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  '  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


f=t    ©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
Fender    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 


italOne 
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After  years  of  struggling,  the  school  separated 
from  the  Department  of  Chemical  Engineering  and 
became  an  independent  department  in  1977. 
Funding  from  the  state  and  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  allowed  the  sugar  factory,  which 
had  stopped  grinding  cane  in  the  1960s,  to  be 
converted  into  a  research  institute.  The 
Audubon  Sugar  School  became  the  Audubon 
Sugar  Institute. 

In  1986,  control  over  the  Audubon  Sugar 
Institute  changed  hands  again.  This  time,  the  LSU 
Agricultural  Center  became  responsible  for  the 
institute.  Still  housed  on  the  main  campus,  the 
institute's  main  focus  shifted  to  processing  sugar 
more  efficiently  and  to  developing  value-added 
products  from  sugarcane. 

In  2004,  the  Audubon  Sugar  Institute  moved 
off-campus  to  its  current  location  in  St.  Gabriel, 
virtually  in  the  shadows  of  the  Sugar  Research 
Station,  much  like  its  earlier  days  in  Audubon 
Park.  The  institute  has  also  returned  to  its  roots. 
Formal  courses  in  sugar  processing  and  sugar 
engineering  are  being  offered  in  the  Department 
of  Biological  and  Agricultural  Engineering.  These 


courses  are  attracting  both  undergraduate  and 
graduate  students  from  sugar-producing  areas 
around  the  world. 

At  its  new  location,  the  Audubon  Sugar 
Institute  is  looking  to  revitalize  training  and 
education  in  sugar  technology  without 
neglecting  research  aimed  at  determining 
commercial  feasibility  of  new  processes  and 
development  of  technologies  suitable  for  local 
industries.  New  uses  for  waste  products  from 
sugar  processing  are  one  example  of  such 
focused  research.  The  institute  will  continue  its 
efforts  to  help  the  diversification  of  the  sugar 
processing  industry. 

In  the  course  of  more  than  100  years  the 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute  has  survived  financial 
calamity,  ownership  transfers,  three  moves  and 
even  a  communist  revolution.  With  support  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  and  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  guidance  of  the  LSU  AgCenter, 
the  institute  is  poised  to  regain  its  position  as  a 
world  leader  in  sugar  technology,  continuing  a 
proud  tradition. 


%% 


Kleentek* 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


"Committed  to  Quality 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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BayouLand  Young  Farmers 

By:  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr. 


Back  in  1974,  when  the  price  of  sugar  was  extremely  good,  and  the  need  for  sound  financial 
advice  was  urgent,  a  group  of  young  growers  from  Assumption  Parish  were  eager  to  learn 
how  to  succeed  in  the  sugar  business.  Mr.  James  Hubbell,  who  was  a  Vocational  Agriculture 
teacher  at  Assumption  High  School  at  the  time,  recalls  that  the  group  was  started  with  just  a  handful 
of  young  growers  who  were  his  former  students.  "There  was  a  need  for  continuing  education  for 
these  young  men  entering  the  sugarcane  business  because  there  was  a  gap  between  the  youth  and 
adult  programs  offered  by  the  school  system  and  the  Cooperative  Extension  Service,"  Hubbell  said. 
Once  they  recognized  the  need,  they  found  the  solution  through  communication  with  a  group  of 
growers  in  Georgia  that  would  meet  once  a  month  to  discuss  different  aspects  of  farming.  The  group 
provided  a  forum  for  growers  and  researchers/educators  to  come  together  to  share  ideas  and  provide 
the  needed  answers  to  important  questions.  This  sounded  like  the  type  of  group  that  would  fill  the 
need.  Over  the  years,  the  topics  of  discussion  have  ranged  from  mechanical  to  managerial  and 
anything  between.  Basically,  it's  the  type  of  information  that  growers  can  use  to  help  them  make 
sound  business  decisions.  The  ideas  for  topics  come  from  suggestions  by  the  members  about  what 
they  would  like  discussed  each  month.  The  concept  has  grown  into  an  organization  that  has 
survived  30+  years  and  in  all  likelihood  will  last  longer  than  most  of  us  will  be  around.  The  young 
growers  who  first  attended  meetings  are  still  young  at  heart  and  continue  to  keep  the  organization 
alive  and  well. 

The  BayouLand  Young  Farmers  sponsor  a 
monthly  meeting  and  meal  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year.  Area  businesses  are  eager 
to  sponsor  the  cost  of  the  meals,  which  always 
hit  the  spot.  The  meetings  are  generally  held  on 
the  third  Monday  of  the  month  at  the  Westfield 
Sugars  meeting  room  in  Paincourtville. 
Although  most  of  the  members  are  from  the 
Bayou  Lafourche  area,  anyone  who  is  interested 
in  the  various  sugarcane  topics  is  welcomed. 
For  further  information  Mr.  James  Hubbell  can 
be  contacted  by  phone  at  985-369-6580  or  by  e- 
mail  atjhubbell@charter.net. 


Farm  Works  Software 


Computerized  maps  and  much  more! 

Contact  me  to  find  out  what  myself  and 

many  other  sugarcane  growers  are  using. 


(985)369-6611 
Ronald  Woods 


(985)513-0791 
rw109@charter.net 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1-o77-d4o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 
www.  louisianalandbank.  com.  lender 


14 


The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


Sugar  Day  At  the  Legislature 

Sugar's  Legislative  Agenda 

Term  Limits  -  Says  Goodbye 


Tris  year  the  Legislature  will  celebrate  the 
sugar  industry  by  declaring  May  7th  as 
"Sugar  Day."  Farmers  and  mill  people  are 
encouraged  to  come  to  Baton  Rouge  to  visit  with 
legislators  throughout  the  day  and  join  for  a 
reception  at  adjournment  on  the  courtyard  of  the 
Pentagon  Building.  The  legislature  is  expected 
to  enact  a  resolution  extolling  the  many  benefits 
to  the  state  and  its  citizens  that  the  sugar  industry 
provides. 

Sugar  people  are  encouraged  to  start  the  day 
by  visiting  committees  and  watching  the 
lawmakers  in  action.  You  are  encouraged  to  visit 
the  committees  and  watch  the  process  of  law 
being  made  from  an  up-close  perspective.  There 
are  no  agricultural  committees  scheduled  for 
Mondays,  but  both  the  House  and  Senate  budget 
making  committees  will  be  in  morning  session. 
This  can  be  very  informative  to  watch.  British 
Prime  Minister  Benjamin  Disraeli  once  remarked 
"People  who  are  fond  of  sausage  and  the  law 
should  never  watch  either  being  made."  Quite 
the  contrary  -  you  should  try  it.  You  may  be 
impressed.  When  plans  are  finalized  we  will 
provide  details  and  times  for  the  events  of  the 
day. 

Sugar's  Legislative  Agenda 

Several  items  are  on  the  agenda  for  the  sugar 
industry  this  year. 


This  year  sugar  interests  are  joining  other 
commodities  in  an  effort  to  find  some  relief  from 
the  ever  increasing  cost  of  fuel.  Pre-legislature 
meetings  are  focusing  on  the  cost  of 
transportation  with  an  eye  toward  getting  a 
refundable  tax  credit  for  the  state  fuel  tax.  The 
credit  would  go  to  the  farmer.  This  could  change, 
and  at  this  point  we  have  not  asked  the  powers- 
that-be  for  support,  although  legislators  from 
farming  areas  have  expressed  strong  interest. 

Another  issue  is  an  effort  to  "clean  up"  the 
documentation  of  drivers  from  Central  America 
and  Mexico.  Many  haulers  had  trouble  last 
season  with  different  interpretations  by  local  and 
state  police  of  the  qualifications  for  drivers 
brought  to  the  area  from  outside  the  United 
States.  At  a  meeting  last  year  of  state  officials, 
the  Farm  Bureau  and  League  representatives  it 
was  agreed  that  we  would  collect  experience  from 
the  current  grinding  season  and  meet  again  in 
the  spring  to  see  if  the  process  of  qualifying 
alien  drivers  can  be  standardized. 

We  will  have  more  information  available  to 
those  who  come  to  Baton  Rouge  for  "Sugar 
Day"  so  that  they  can  discuss  our  point  of  view 
on  these  subjects  with  legislators. 

Term  Limits  -  Say  Goodbye 

About  half  of  the  House  and  Senate  will  be 
meeting  this  spring  for  their  "last  rodeo."  A  term 
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limit  law  passed  years  ago  will  go  into  effect  at 
the  end  of  this  term,  and  those  legislators  who 
have  served  for  12  consecutive  years  in  one 
house  will  be  ineligible  for  reelection  to  that 
house.  A  few  lawmakers  have  expressed  interest 
in  switching  to  the  other  side  of  the  Capitol,  but 
most  are  content  to  go  home  or  run  for  other 
things. 

This  can  cause  a  couple  of  interesting 
dynamics  for  the  legislative  process.  First,  a  great 
deal  of  institutional  knowledge  will  be  lost  when 
these  seasoned  law  makers  are  gone.  This  puts 
relatively  more  power  in  the  hands  of  the  few 
veterans  who  remain.  Lobbyists  and  committee 
staff  are  also  traditionally  empowered  a  bit. 


Second,  there  is  the  possibility  that  more 
Republicans  than  Democrats  stand  to  gain  from 
term  limits.  At  least  that  is  what  an  LSU  political 
scientist  James  Garand  says.  He  thinks  more 
local  representative  districts  have  grown 
conservative  than  they  were  when  this  current 
set  of  lawmakers  were  elected,  and  that  voters, 
when  considering  "new  faces,"  will  make  more 
conservative  choices.  For  instance  the  House 
of  Representatives  has  grown  more  Republican 
in  the  last  few  elections  from  37  Republicans  to 
43.  Democrats  still  maintain  the  majority  with  62 
seats.  Garand  thinks  the  effects  of  new  elections 
will  be  less  dramatic  in  the  Senate. 
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UNITED  AGRI  PRODUCTS 


Performance  Quality  Value 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


vLHONIRON. 


CORPORATION 
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HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crvstallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(Q)honiron.com      www.  honJron.com 
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Control  Tough  Weeds 

before  they  control  your 


"Purple  and  yellow  nutsedge  are  becoming  major  weed 
problems  in  sugarcane.  Nutsedge  control  measures 
should  first  be  implemented  during  the  summer  fallow 
period.  The  second  control  measure  for  nutsedge 
should  be  implemented  in  September  or  October  after 
nutsedge  has  emerged  following  planting." 

Dr.  Jim  Griffin,  Weed  Scientist  LSU  AgCenter 


Eliminate  competition  from  weeds  with  Permit®  orYukon® 
herbicide.  These  powerful  herbicides  offer  superior 
control  of  both  yellow  and  purple  nutsedge  and  control 
many  tough  broadleaf  weeds.   For  added  broadleaf  weed 
control,  consider  Yukon,  a  combination  of  the  active 
ingredient  in  Permit,   plus  dicamba. 


Yukon  and  Permit  -  Extreme  Sugarcane  Protection 


Peri* 

HERBICIDE 


dimui 


For  more  information,  call  your  Gowan  representative: 
Kevin  Stewart  •  901-489-0060  •  visit  www.gowanco.com 


Gowan 


as 


The  Go  To  Company 

Permit  and  Yukon  are  registered  trademarks  of  Nissan  Chemical  Industries  Ltd.  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions. 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 
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Know  Your  Sugarcane  Production  Costs 


In  the  farm  management  text  book  by 
Cornell  University  extension  economist 
James  E.  Boyle  titled  Agricultural 
Economics,  published  in  1921,  he  states  that  "it 
is  obvious  that  knowledge  of  cost  of  production 
is  a  very  vital  factor  in  success.'"  Although  the 
mechanization,  complexity  and  cost  of 
agricultural  production  in  general,  and  of 
sugarcane  production  in  particular,  have 
changed  drastically  since  the  1920s,  this 
statement  is  just  as  true  and  important  today  as 
it  was  then.  An  accurate  knowledge  of  production 
costs  is  critical  to  the  successful  and  profitable 
management  of  today's  farming  operations. 

Almost  every  decision  made  on  a  sugarcane 
farm  today  will  impact  production  costs  directly, 
as  well  as  resulting  farm  profits.  Knowing  the 
impact  of  a  farm  decision  choice  on  production 
costs  before  that  decision  is  made  is  a  critical 
component  of  successful  farm  management. 

There  are  two  basic  types  of  agricultural 
production  costs.  Variable  costs  are  those 
production  costs  which  the  grower  has  control 
over  at  a  given  point  in  time.  They  can  be 
increased  or  decreased  at  the  grower's  discretion 
and  will  increase  as  production  (acreage) 
increases.  Examples  of  variable  costs  include 
expenses  for  fertilizer,  herbicides,  insecticides, 
custom  application,  fuel,  repairs  and  interest  on 
operating  capital.   As  acreage  increases,  total 


farm  variable  costs  increase,  however  variable 
production  costs  per  acre  usually  remains 
relatively  constant. 

The  second  type  of  production  cost  is  fixed 
cost.  These  are  the  expenses  that  are  associated 
with  owning  equipment  and  are  generally 
comprised  of  depreciation  and  interest  expense 
on  farm  equipment  owned  by  the  farming 
operation.  Total  farm  fixed  costs  generally  do 
not  change  as  acreage  increases,  within  a  given 
acreage  range.  However,  fixed  cost  per  acre  does 
decrease  generally  as  acres  in  production 
increases.  In  other  words,  a  grower  can  decrease 
fixed  equipment  cost  per  acre  by  using  his 
equipment  over  more  acres.  This  is  especially 
important  for  high  cost  equipment  items  such  as 
harvesters  and  wagons. 

In  January  of  each  year,  the  LSU  AgCenter 
publishes  projected  production  costs  for 
sugarcane  in  Louisiana.  These  projected  costs 
serve  two  basic  purposes.  The  first  purpose  is 
to  provide  estimates  of  current  production  costs 
for  a  typical  set  of  field  operations  associated 
with  sugarcane  production  in  Louisiana.  The 
second  purpose  is  to  provide  growers  with  a 
base  set  of  production  cost  estimates  which  can 
be  adjusted  to  their  specific  farm  situations. 

Many  growers  may  keep  records  of  total  farm 
expenses  each  year  and  may  even  have  these 
cost  records  itemized  into  categories  such  as 
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fuel,  labor,  chemicals,  etc.  While  this  is  certainly 
an  important  and  useful  management  function, 
knowledge  of  production  costs  on  a  specific 
field  or  for  a  specific  operation  is  just  as 
important.  Many  farm  production  decisions  are 
related  to  a  specific  operation  on  a  specific  field 
at  a  specific  time.  An  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  cost  of  that  specific  decision  is  vital  in 
making  a  well  informed  production  decision 
choice. 

The  annual  sugarcane  production  cost  report 
published  by  the  LSU  AgCenter  provides 
estimates  of  whole  farm  production  costs  as 
well  as  the  costs  of  specific  production  phases 
and  individual  field  operations.  The  table  below 
presents  projected  estimates  of  variable 
sugarcane  production  costs  per  acre  for  the 
2007  crop  year,  from  the  current  LSU  AgCenter 
sugarcane  production  cost  report.  These  cost 
estimates  represent  projected  variable  costs  per 
acre  for  the  various  phases  of  sugarcane 
production,  based  on  a  specific  set  of  field 


operations,  inputs  applied  and  equipment  utilized 
which  are  listed  in  the  report.  For  each 
production  phase  budget,  every  field  operation 
is  listed,  including  tractor  size,  implement  size, 
performance  rate,  times  over,  and  quantity  of 
inputs  applied  per  acre. 

These  cost  estimates  provides  sugarcane 
growers  with  current  information  to  assist  them 
in  estimating  sugarcane  production  costs  for 
their  specific  farming  operation.  Other  uses 
includes  estimating  the  cost  of  a  specific  field 
operation,  changes  in  fuel  and  input  prices  on 
farm  costs,  impact  of  production  costs  on 
breakeven  yield  or  prices  as  well  as  the  impact 
on  whole  farm  costs  of  changes  in  rotation. 

The  annual  sugarcane  production  cost  report 
is  available  on  the  LSU  AgCenter  web  page 
(www.lsuagcenter.com)  under  two  categories: 
"Money  and  Business"  and  "Crops  &  Livestock/ 
Sugarcane."  A  copy  of  the  report  can  also  be 
obtained  anytime  by  emailing  me  at 
msalassi  @  agcenter.lsu.edu. 


Table  1  Projected  2007  variable  sugarcane  production  costs  per  acre 


Fallow  /  seedbed  preparation 
Cultured  seed  cane 
Hand  planting 
Mechanical  planting 
Plant  cane  field  operations 
First  stubble  field  operations 
Older  stubble  field  operations 
Harvest 


($  per  acre) 
148.09 
539.64 
229.49 
203.46 
216.40 
306.83 
313.65 
144.54 
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THE  2006  LOUISIANA  SUGARCANE  VARIETY  SURVEY 

by  Benjamin  L  Legendre  and  Kenneth  A.  Gravois 

LSU  Agricultural  Center 

Sugar  Research  Station 

St.  Gabriel,  LA  70776 


A  sugarcane  variety  survey  was  conducted  during  the  summer  of  2006  by  the  county  agents 
in  the  24  sugarcane-growing  parishes  of  Louisiana  to  determine  the  variety  makeup 
and  distribution  across  the  industry  in  the  state.  The  information  presented  in  this  report 
was  summarized  from  those  individual  parish  surveys. 

Agents  in  each  sugarcane-producing  parish  collected  acreage  figures  by  variety  and  crop  from 
growers  in  their  respective  parishes.  Seven  varieties,  CP  70-321 ,  LCP  85-384,  HoCP  85-845,  HoCP  91- 
555,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96-540  and  L  97-128,  were  listed  along  with  "Others"  in  the  survey.  The 
category  of  others  included,  but  was  not  limited  to,  small  acreages  of  CP  65-357,  CP  72-370,  LCP  82- 
89,  LHo  83-153  and  the  two  newly  released  varieties,  L  99-226  and  L  99-233.  The  crop  was  divided 
into  four  categories,  which  included  plant-cane,  first-stubble,  second-stubble  and  third-stubble  and 
older  crops.  Additional  information  regarding  parish  acreage  was  collected  as  needed  from  the  local 
Farm  Service  Agency  (FSA)  offices. 

Total  State  and  Regional  Acreage 

Actual  area  planted  to  sugarcane  included  in  this  survey  for  each  parish,  region  and  the  statewide 
total  are  shown  in  Table  1.  Statewide,  the  area  planted  to  sugarcane  in  2006  was  434,316  acres,  a 
reduction  of  28,933  acres  from  2005  (Legendre  &  Gravois  2006).  This  is  only  68  acres  less  that  the 
total  acres  as  reported  by  the  Farm  Service  Agency  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  used  in  "Louisiana  Summary:  Agriculture  and  Natural  Resources  2005"  (Anonymous  2005). 
Total  area  planted  to  sugarcane  for  the  three  regions,  Bayou  Teche,  River-Bayou  Lafourche  and 
Northern,  and  parishes  (counties)  are  also  shown  in  Table  1 .  The  Bayou  Teche  region  has  the  largest 
area  planted  to  sugarcane,  with  187,635  acres  reported  (43.2%  of  the  total  acreage),  followed  by  the 
River-Bayou  Lafourche  region  with  160,961  acres  (37.1%)  and  the  Northern  area  with  85,720  acres 
(19.7%).  The  total  area  planted  to  sugarcane  for  each  of  the  regions  declined  in  2006  with  the 
Northern  area  showing  the  greatest  reduction.  Further,  statewide  area  planted  to  sugarcane  has 
declined  in  recent  years  because  of  the  threat  of  acreage  reductions  brought  about  by  allotments  and 
proportionate  shares  as  written  in  the  current  Farm  Bill,  urban  encroachment  into  farm  land  and  the 
lower  prices  received  for  sugar.  At  the  same  time,  the  industry  experienced  lower  production  due  to 
hurricanes,  drought  and  the  precipitous  drop  in  production  of  the  leading  variety,  LCP  85-384. 

Sugarcane  Distribution  by  Variety  and  Crop 

The  estimated  statewide  sugarcane  acreage  in  percent  by  variety  and  crop  is  shown  in  Table  2. 
The  leading  variety  for  2006  continued  to  be  LCP  85-384,  with  73%  of  the  total  acreage  followed  by 
HoCP  96-540  (14%),  HoCP  9 1-555  (5%),  L  97-128  (4%)  and  Ho  95-988  (2%).  All  other  varieties  in  the 
survey  were  planted  on  1%  or  less  of  the  area.  LCP  85-384  and  HoCP  91-555  are  two  of  the  older 
varieties'  being  released  to  the  industry  in  1993  and  1999,  respectively  (Legendre  2001).  The  acreage 
of  LCP  85-384  continues  to  decrease  with  only  43%  of  the  plant  cane  area  while  the  acreage  of  HoCP 
96-540  and  L  97-128  continue  to  increase  with  36%  and  11%  of  the  plant  cane  area,  respectively. 
Growers,  concerned  with  the  decline  in  yield  of  LCP  85-384,  are  switching  to  the  newer  varieties, 
especially  HoCP  96-540  until  other  varieties  are  developed  and  released  to  the  industry. 
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Table  1.  Total  area  planted  to  sugarcane  in  Louisiana  by  region  and  parish  (county),  20061 


Bayou  Teche 

region 

River-Bayou 

Lafourche  region 

Northern  region 

Parish 

Acres 

Parish 

Acres 

Parish 

Acres 

Acadia 

1,872 

Ascension 

14,666 

Avoyelles 

15,400 

Calcasieu 

3,551 

Assumption 

39,727 

East  Baton  Rouge 

280 

Cameron 

326 

Iberville 

34,970 

Pointe  Coupee 

29,540 

Evangeline 

810 

Lafourche 

29,031 

Rapides 

12,630 

Iberia 

57,419 

St.  Charles 

1,865 

St.  Landry 

13,680 

Jeff  Davis 

3,935 

St.  James 

24,634 

West  Baton  Rouge 

14,190 

Lafayette 

12,475 

St.  John 

6,564 

St.  Martin 

33,544 

Terrebonne 

9,504 

St.  Mary 

42,745 

Vermilion 

30,958 

Total 

187,635 

Total 

160,961 

Total 

85,720 

Total  all  regions 

;:  434,316 

1  Acreage  based  on  information  obtained  in  variety  surveys  from  24  parishes  by  the  county 
agents  in  2006. 

The  two  remaining  new  varieties,  Ho  95-988  and  L  97-128,  occupied  most  of  the  remaining  plant  cane 
area  in  2006.  Of  the  older  varieties,  other  than  LCP  85-384,  HoCP  91-555  was  planted  on  only  3%  of 
the  planted  area.  HoCP  85-845  continued  to  decline  across  crop  years  with  3%  in  third-and  older 
stubble  crops  and  only  1%  in  the  plant-cane  crop.  CP  70-321,  the  leading  variety  prior  to  the  release 
of  LCP  85-384  in  1993,  occupied  less  than  1  %  of  the  total  acreage  in  2006.  Two  new  varieties,  L  99-226 
and  L  99-233,  were  released  to  the  industry  in  the  fall  of  2006  with  only  limited  acreage  on  the 
secondary  increase  stations.  Most  of  the  seed  cane  on  the  secondary  stations  was  distributed  to  the 
industry  for  planting.  There  are  three  additional  varieties  on  the  secondary  increase  stations  that 
may  be  candidates  for  commercial  release  during  the  next  several  years.  They  are  HoCP  00-950,  L  0 1  - 
283  and  L  01-299.  CP  89-2143,  a  commercial  variety  in  Florida  is  in  outfield  testing  and  is  being 
evaluated  for  its  adaptability  to  Louisiana  growing  conditions. 

The  majority  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  crop  has  been  harvested  by  cane  combine  since  2000 
when  over  70%  of  the  crop  was  planted  to  LCP  85-384  (Legendre  &  Gravois  2006),  presumably  to  take 
advantage  of  the  superior  yield  potential  of  the  variety.  However,  with  the  lower  yields  experienced 
since  2003,  especially  in  the  older  stubble  crops,  approximately  20%  of  the  State's  growers  have 
switched  back  to  the  whole-stalk  "soldier"  system  for  harvesting  their  crops  because  of  lower  costs 


True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 
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of  operating  the  equipment.  The  yield  of  LCP  85-384  rebounded  somewhat  in  2006;  however,  the 
superior  yield  potential  of  the  newer  varieties,  especially  HoCP  96-540,  gave  growers  optimism  for 
the  future. 

Table  2.  Estimated  statewide  sugarcane  acreage  percentage  by  variety  and  crop,  all  regions, 
20061. 


Variety 

Plant- 
cane 

First- 
stubble 

Second- 
stubble 

Third-stubble 
and  older 

Total 





%- 



- 

CP  70-321 

<1 

<1 

<1 

2 

<1 

LCP  85-384 

43 

80 

88 

87 

73 

HoCP  85-845 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

HoCP91-555 

3 

5 

7 

7 

5 

Ho  95-988 

4 

<1 

<1 

0 

2 

HoCP  96-540 

36 

10 

2 

<1 

14 

L97-128 

11 

2 

<1 

<1 

4 

Other 

2 

<1 

<1 

<1 

<1 

Total  acres 
Percent  of  total  crop 

129,231 
29.8 

123,302 
28.4 

109,115 
25.1 

72,668 
16.7 

434,316 

1  Based  on  information  obtained  in  variety  surveys  from  24  parishes  by  county  agents  in  2006. 

Sugarcane  Distribution  by  Region  and  Crop 

With  the  prominence  of  LCP  85-384,  there  had  been  a  trend  to  plant  less  cane  each  year  and  keep 
more  acres  in  older  stubble  crops;  however,  because  of  the  poor  performance  of  LCP  85-384,  especially 
in  the  older  stubble  crops,  that  trend  changed  in  2004  and  continued  into  2006  when  more  acres  were 
replanted  in  all  regions  than  had  been  seen  in  previous  years  (Table  3).  In  2006,  there  was  an 
increase  in  plant  cane  acreage  to  29.8%  while  the  acreage  of  third  and  older  stubble  decreased  to 
only  16.7%.  As  recently  as  2003,  the  acreage  in  second  and  older  stubble  was  over  50%  of  the  total 
acreage;  now  it  is  only  41.8%. 

For  the  current  survey,  the  Northern  region,  which  has  routinely  kept  older  stubble,  had  only  22.0 
%  in  third  and  older  stubble  in  2006  (Table  3).  On  the  other  hand,  the  percentage  in  plant  cane  was 
27.6%.  The  River-Bayou  Lafourche  region  tends  to  plant  more  cane  each  year,  with  less  of  its  area 
devoted  to  stubble  crops.  In  this  region,  there  was  only  15.2%  of  the  acreage  in  third-  and  older 
stubble  crops  and  30.9%  in  the  plant-cane  crop  in  2006.  The  trend  for  less  stubble  and  more  plant 
cane  was  also  evident  for  the  Bayou  Teche  region.  With  increased  planting,  the  amount  of  older 
stubble  decreased  from  20.6%  in  2005  to  15.7%  in  2006  while  plant  cane  increased  from  29.2%  in  2005 
to  29.7%  in  2006. 


Sugarcane  Distribution  by  Variety  and  Crop  for  the  Three  Regions 

LCP  85-384  was  still  the  leading  variety  in  all  regions  in  2006  for  all  crop  years  (Data  not  shown). 
Although  still  the  dominant  variety,  its  preference  in  plant  cane  diminished  significantly  with  the 
new  variety,  HoCP  96-540,  occupying  44,  26  and  33%  of  the  plant  cane  area  in  the  Bayou  Teche, 
River/Bayou  Lafourche  and  Northern  regions,  respectively.  The  percentage  of  LCP  85-384  in  the 
plant-cane  crop  for  the  three  regions  dropped  to  33,  50  and  54%,  respectively.  There  was  also  a 
significant  increase  in  the  planting  of  L  97-128  in  all  regions.  The  popularity  of  the  older  varieties, 
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namely  CP  70-32 1  and  HoCP  85-845,  continued  to  loose  favor  by  growers  in  all  regions.  CP  70-32 1 , 
the  predominant  variety  prior  to  LCP  85-384,  comprised  less  than  1  %  of  the  planted  area  in  all  regions  j 
in  2005.  HoCP  85-845  was  grown  on  only  2%  or  less  of  the  planted  area,  regardless  of  regions.  The  I 
acreage  planted  to  HoCP  91-555  remained  virtually  unchanged  across  crop  year  and  regions.  The 


area  planted  to  the  new  variety,  Ho  95-988,  was  still  limited  in  2006  but  it  is  anticipated  that  acreage  f 
will  increase  in  ensuing  years  as  growers  continue  to  seek  a  replacement  for  LCP  85-384. 

Table  3.  Estimated  sugarcane  distribution  by  region  and  crop,  20061. 

Crop 

Bayou  Teche 

River-Bayou 
Lafourche 

Northern 

State 
Total 

Plant-cane 
Area  (acres) 
Percent  (%) 

55,771 
29.7 

49,809 
30.9 

23,652 
27.6 

129,231 
29.8 

First-stubble 
Area  (acres) 
Percent  (%) 

55,055 
29.3 

45,877 
28.5 

22,371 
26.1 

123,301 

28.4 

Second-stubble 
Area  (acres) 
Percent  (%) 

47,508 

25.3 

40,778 
25.3 

20,829 
24.3 

109,115 
25.1 

Third-stubble  and  older 
Area  (acres) 
Percent  (%) 

29,303 

15.7 

24,499 
15.3 

18,868 
22.0 

2,669 
16.7 

Total  area  (acres) 
Percent  (%) 

187,635 
43.2 

160,961 

37.1 

85,720 
19.7 

434,316 

1  Based  on  information  obtained  in  variety  surveys  from  24  parishes  by  county  agents  in  2006. 

Variety  Trends 

For  the  second  consecutive  year  the  acreage  planted  to  LCP  85-384  decreased  from  the  previous 
year  by  1 6  percentage  points  (Table  4).  LCP  85-384  reached  its  maximum  utilization  in  2004  when  9 1  % 
of  the  State's  acreage  was  planted  to  this  variety.   CP  70-321  which  occupied  49%  of  the  planted 
acreage  as  late  as  1995  is  now  planted  on  only  1%  of  the  State's  sugarcane  area.    Only  one  other 
variety,  CP  65-357,  released  in  1973,  reached  more  than  70%  of  the  total  acreage  in  the  state  with  a 
high  of  7 1  %  in  1 980.  HoCP  96-540,  released  for  commercial  planting  in  2003,  and  Ho  95-988  and  L  97- 
1 28,  released  for  commercial  planting  in  2004,  have  all  gained  in  popularity  with  increases  in  acreage 
of  1 1,  2  and  3  percentage  points,  respectively.  According  to  Garrison  et  al.  (2006),  the  three  new 
varieties,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96-540  and  L  97- 1 28,  are  generally  superior  to  LCP  85-384  in  yield  of  sugar 
per  acre  throughout  the  crop  cycle.  Ho  95-988  has  good  stubbling  ability;  HoCP  96-540  has  excellent 
yield  of  cane  per  acre;  and,  L  97- 1 28  has  early,  high  sucrose  content  to  go  along  with  its  early 
maturity  classification.  Ho  95-988  is  classified  as  resistant  to  mosaic  and  leaf  scald  and  moderately 
susceptible  to  smut  and  rust  and  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer.    HoCP  96-540  is  classified  as 
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resistant  to  smut  and  mosaic,  moderately  resistant  to  rust  and  leaf  scald  and  moderately  susceptible 
to  the  sugarcane  borer.  L  97-128  is  classified  as  resistant  to  mosaic,  moderately  resistant  to  leaf  scald 
and  rust,  moderately  susceptible  to  smut  and  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer.  All  three  varieties 
are  more  erect  than  LCP  85-384;  hence,  losses  associated  with  mechanical  harvesting  should  be  less 
when  compared  to  LCP  85-384.  There  were  two  additional  new  varieties  released  to  the  industry  in 
2006,  L  99-226  and  L  99-233,  with  superior  yield  of  both  cane  and  sugar  per  acre.  Both  varieties  have 
adequate  resistance  to  the  major  disease  complexes  with  L  99-226  exhibiting  an  added  attribute  of 
having  resistance  to  the  sugarcane  borer.  It  is  anticipated  that  LCP  85-384  will  be  the  predominant 
variety  for  at  least  one  more  year;  after  which,  it  is  believed  that  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry 
should  have  a  more  balanced  mix  of  varieties. 

Table  4.  Louisiana  sugarcane  variety  trends,  by  variety  and  years,  all  regions,  2002-20061. 


Area  planted  to  sugarcane  by  variety  and  years  ( % ) 

Variety 

2002 

2003 

2004 

2005 

2006 

lyr. 
Change 

CP  70-321 

5 

3 

2 

1 

<1 

-1 

LCP  85-384 

85 

88 

91 

89 

73 

-16 

HoCP  85-845 

6 

4 

3 

2 

1 

-1 

HoCP  91-555 

3 

4 

3 

4 

5 

+1 

Ho  95-988 

0 

0 

<1 

<1 

2 

+2 

HoCP  96-540 

0 

<1 

1 

3 

14 

+11 

L 97- 128 

0 

0 

<1 

1 

4 

+3 

Others 

<1 

<1 

<1 

<1 

<1 

0 

Totals 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Based  on  annual  variety  surveys  from  24  parishes  by  county  agents,  2002-2006. 
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Introducing 
The  NEW  "Mark  3"  &  "Mark  5" 


The  Revolutionary 
"Mark  3" 

A  UNIQUE  3  ROW 
CULTIVATOR  THAT  CAN 
BE  EASILY  CONVERTED 
INTO  THE  NEW 

"MARK  5" 


The  New 
"Mark  5it 

A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will 
cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

time  period  than  a  3  row. 
The  fuel  and  labor  savings 
could  be  as  much  as  $  1 .00 
or  more  per  acre. 


New  Tapered 

Timken  Style  Bearings 

Available  on  "Mark  3" 

8c  "MARK  5" 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


~ i 


1998  Austoft  Combine,  35,000  tons  on  new  undercarriage  and  elevator,  good  condition  -  $40,000. 
For  more  information  call  (985)  665-0161  or  (985)  369-2505. 

10  Davis  type  Billet  Cane  Carts  -  $6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Fabian  LeMaire  at  337-519-1983  or 

337-276-5975. 

2  - 110  White  Hi-crop,  air/cab  -  $8,000;  Broussard  4x4  Harvester  -  single  row  -  $25,000;  880 
Case/2  buckets/grab  -  $15,000;  Dondi  V-Ditcher  -  $6,000;  Mechanical  Planter,  rear  drum  - 
$2,500;  10  ton  dump  wagon  -  $10,000;  3-row  Marker/Opener/Chisel  -  $1,200;  3-row  Chisel 

w/motor  -  $1,000;  1,600  gal.  Water  Trailer  (gooseneck)  -  $2,500  and  some  more  equipment 
also.  Call  985-665-1160  ask  for  Tee. 

3-row  Cameco  Rome  Chopper,  excellent  condition,  JD  3-row  Chopper,  field  ready;  15  ft. 
Hydraulic  Heavy  Duty  Dirt  Scraper  Blade.  Call  Todd  Rodriguez  at  337-923-4329. 

2000  Austoft  Combine,  excellent  condition;  1998  -  Case  IH  8910-  MFD,  C/A;  (2)  Whole  Stalk 
Transloader  Wagons,  davis  axles;  (2)  1066  IH,  high  clear  tractors,  salvage;  (2)  sets  iron  wheels 
for  duals;  490  flat  chopper  21';  Set  of  Saddle  Tanks  (200  gal.  each),  pump  and  guage  wheer;  3- 
row  Chopper,  homemade;  3-row  Chopper,  homeade,  off-bar's  and  shields.  Call  Lynn  Breaux  at 
(337)  201-1899. 

WANTED-  4  High  Dump  Wagons.  Call  Rivers  Patout,  Sterling  Sugars,  Inc.  (337)  828-0620. 
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Automation  Engineering 
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Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton.  NJ 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

White  Castle  Fertilizer  Co-op 

White  Castle,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 
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YOUR  BY-PRODUCT  IS  NOW  A  CO-PRODUCT 


The  world  price  of  molasses  has  doubled  in  recent  years 

Houston,  TX  Market  $  (short  ton,  79.5°  brix) 
January  2004  -  S  60.00 
January  2005  -  $  86.25 
January  2006 -$112.50 
January  2007 -$120.00 

Westway  is  the  largest  distributor  and  end  user  of  molasses  in 

North  America 

WESTWAY  -  making  sure  your  returns  reflect 

market  value 


kS)  Westwau 


365  Canal  Street,  Suite  2900 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  71030 

504-525-9741 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Thanks  for  the  Help 
The  Sugar  Association  Elects  Leadership  for  2007-08 


It  has  been  a  long  time  coming  but  the  checks 
are  finally  here !  Early  last  month  Louisiana's 
sugar  industry  finally  received  disaster 
assistance  payments  for  crop  damage  caused 
by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  When  all  is 
said  and  done  payments  will  total  $40  million. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  publicly  thank  the 
LSU  Ag  Center  for  their  expert  assistance  in 
helping  us  to  bring  this  disaster  assistance 
program  to  fruition.  Immediately  after  Hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita,  Drs.  Ben  Legendre  and  Mike 
Salassi  went  to  work  to  help  us  quantify  the 
damage  these  two  storms  caused  to  our 
industry.  Their  supporting  information  was 
crucial  to  our  efforts  to  have  money  appropriated 
by  congress.  After  the  appropriations  process 
was  complete,  they  again  stepped  to  the  plate 
to  help  us  with  the  process  of  establishing  a 
mechanism  to  distribute  these  proceeds.  Dr. 
Sonny  Viator  and  County  Agents  throughout 
the  cane  belt  were  also  instrumental  in  helping 
us  to  finalize  our  program. 

Mr.  Willie  Cooper  and  his  staff  at  the  state 
office  of  the  Farm  Service  Agency  (FS  A)  were 
also  very  helpful  as  we  moved  through  this 
process.  The  storms  created  an  overwhelming 
work  load  on  the  state  and  local  FSA  offices. 
They  are  to  be  commended  for  their  work  under 
very  stressful  conditions. 

Brain  Breaux  with  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau,  area 
bankers  and  others  offered  substantial  support 
throughout  this  process. 

Finally,  I  thank  our  Senators  Landrieu  and 
Vitter  and  Congressmen  Jindal,  Jefferson, 


Melancon,  McCrery,  Alexander,  Baker  and 
Boustany  and  their  staffs  for  their  determination 
and  persistence. 

The  Sugar  Association  Elects  Leadership  for 
2007-08 

League  President  Jessie  Breaux  and  Board 
Member  Charlie  Schudmak  recently  returned  from 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Sugar  Association. 
David  Roche  was  unanimously  elected  to 
continue  his  term  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  for 
the  Association.  Mr.  Roche  is  President  of  Minn- 
Dak  Farmers  Cooperative  based  in  Wahpeton, 
North  Dakota.  Dave  has  been  actively  involved 
in  the  sugar  industry  for  over  30  years.  Besides 
being  Chairman  of  the  Board  for  the  Sugar 
Association,  he  also  serves  as  a  trustee  of  the 
United  States  Beet  Sugar  Association  and  serves 
on  the  board  of  directors  for  Minn-Dak's 
marketing  arms  -  United  Sugars  Corporation  and 
Midwest  Agri-Commodities. 

The  Association  Board  also  saw  fit  to  elect 
me  to  serve  as  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Board.  I  will 
serve  a  one  year  term  as  Vice-Chairman  and  plan 
to  succeed  Mr.  Roche  as  Chairman  in  2008. 

The  Association  is  fully  engaged  in  a  number 
of  important  activities  relevant  to  our  industry.  I 
look  forward  to  our  continued  efforts  to  raise 
consumer  awareness  about  the  role  sugar  plays 
in  a  balanced  diet  and  healthy  lifestyle. 
Association  President  and  CEO  Andy  Briscoe 
and  his  staff  will  continue  the  pro-active  efforts 
to  support  our  product. 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-0/7-o4o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 

www.  louisicinulandhunk.  com.  lender 


244  Highway  3266     Thibodaux,  LA  70301-1602      Phone:  (985)  447-7285 


New  &  Used  Equipment 


John 


Parts  &  Service 

off-season  Rep 


Sales 
985-447-7285 


Parts 
985-493-5186 


Harvester  Repairs 
985-493-5018 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Farm  Budget  News  Mixed 

WTO  Talks  Short  On  Substance 

USDA  WASDE  April  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


The  House  and  Senate  Agriculture 
Committees  received  their  budget 
allocations  in  early  April,  and  those 
budget  marks  were  approved  by  the  House  and 
Senate  before  the  middle  of  the  month.  In  each 
case,  the  Budget  Committees  have  established  a 
reserve  fund,  ranging  from  $20  billion  in  the 
House  to  $15  billion  in  the  Senate,  which 
agriculture  committees  can  use  to  develop  new 
conservation,  rural  development  and  other 
initiatives.  The  catch  is  that,  should  they  utilize 
the  reserve  funds,  offsets  (revenue  increases  or 
budget  offsets  from  other  programs)  would  have 
to  be  found  to  balance  out  the  costs  unless  the 
House  and  Senate  voted  to  waive  the  pay-as- 
you-go  budget  rules. 

The  Committee  Chairmen  continue  to  discuss 
timetables  in  terms  of  the  goal  of  having  all  House 
and  Senate  floor  action  done  before  the  August 
recess,  allowing  staff  to  negotiate  on  differences 
between  the  two  pieces  of  legislation  during  the 
recess,  leading  to  a  September  farm  bill 
conference.  Under  such  a  scenario,  the 
subcommittees  with  jurisdiction  over  the  various 
elements  of  the  farm  bill  package  would  need  to 
begin  drafting  language  in  early  May  in  the 


hopes  of  achieving  subcommittee  consensus  in 
late  May  or  early  June.  Full  committee  action 
could  follow  some  time  around  the  Independence 
Day  recess  and  floor  time  could  be  reserved  in 
late  July  in  both  houses  of  Congress. 

Difficult  staff-level  discussions  between 
elements  of  the  US  sugar  industry  continue  to 
progress  and  we  are  hopeful  that  we  will  soon 
complete  our  review  of  the  less  contentious 
issues  before  moving  the  farm  bill  discussions  to 
the  "principals"  level  for  final  decisions. 

WTO  Talks  Short  On  Substance 

Negotiators  at  the  multilateral  trade  negotiating 
table  continue  to  expend  a  great  deal  of  energy  in 
talks  that  seem  to  be  going  nowhere.  While  trade 
officials  in  mid-April  signaled  hopes  for  a 
breakthrough  that  would  allow  completion  of  the 
negotiations  by  the  end  of  this  year,  there  is  no 
sign  that  this  optimistic  clamor  is  driven  by  any 
changes  in  the  positions  of  the  major  players. 
The  US  continues  to  insist  that  others  must 
provide  more  market  access  in  order  to  see  more 
cuts  in  domestic  agriculture  spending,  while  India 
continues  to  insist  that  the  trade  talks  must 
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Continued  from  page  7 

improve  on  access  for  "special  products"  from 
the  developing  countries. 

USTR  Susan  Schwab  indicates  that  the 
Administration  plans  to  request  Trade 
Promotion  Authority  (TPA,  i.e.  fast-track)  be 
extended  beyond  the  current  July  1  expiration 
of  that  authority,  though  she  noted  that  TPA  is 
only  necessary  once  an  agreement  has  been 
reached.  The  current  discussions  with  House 
Ways  &  Means  Chairman  Charlie  Rangel  (D- 
NY)  seem  to  have  hit  a  rough  spot  due  to 
differences  over  the  need  for  labor  standards 
language  that  would  require  all  participants  to 
abide  by  the  standards  enunciated  in  the 
International  Labor  Organization. 
Administration  officials  have  apparently  argued 
that  the  US  might  have  problems  in  abiding  by 
those  standards  and  have  been  reluctant  to 
agree. 

USDA  WASDE  April  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  April  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 


(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2006/ 
07  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  at  1 ,698,000 
short  tons  (raw  value),  while  production  was 
lowered  to  8,531,000  tons  from  8,589,000  tons 
last  month.  Beet  production  was  lowered  to 
5,001,000  tons  from  5,050,000  tons,  while  cane 
production  was  lowered  to  3,530,000  tons  from 
3,539,000  tons.  Louisiana  production  was 
unchanged  at  1,336,000  tons  while  Florida  was 
lowered  to  1,747,000  tons  from  1,756,000  tons. 
Imports  were  higher  due  to  a  20,000  ton  increase 
in  specialty  sugars  and  a  100,000  ton  increase  in 
re-exports.  As  a  result,  total  supply  was 
increased  to  12,263,000  tons  from  12,251,000 
tons.  Exports  were  increased  to  375,000  tons 
from  300,000  tons,  food  deliveries  were  reduced 
to  9,950,000  tons  from  10,100,000  tons.  Total 
use  was  reduced  to  10,520,000  tons  from 
10,565,000  tons,  leaving  ending  stocks  higher  at 
1 ,743,000  tons  versus  1 ,686,000  tons  last  month. 
The  stocks  to  use  ratio  rose  slightly  to  16.6 
percent  from  16.0  percent. 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  *  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  "  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


f=>   ©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
LTndIr    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 


italOne* 


Control  Tough  Weeds 

before  they  control  your 


"Purple  and  yellow  nutsedge  are  becoming  major  weed 
problems  in  sugarcane.  Nutsedge  control  measures 
should  first  be  implemented  during  the  summer  fallow 
period.  The  second  control  measure  for  nutsedge 
should  be  implemented  in  September  or  October  after 
nutsedge  has  emerged  following  planting." 

Dr.  Jim  Griffin,  Weed  Scientist  LSU  AgCenter 


Eliminate  competition  from  weeds  with  Permit®  orYukon^ 
herbicide.  These  powerful  herbicides  offer  superior 
control  of  both  yellow  and  purple  nutsedge  and  control 
many  tough  broadleaf  weeds.   For  added  broadleaf  weed 
control,  considerYukon,  a  combination  of  the  active 
ingredient  in  Permit,  plus  dicamba. 


Yukon  and  Permit  -  Extreme  Sugarcane  Protection 


HERBICIDE 


J^mOlJ 


For  more  information,  call  your  Gowan  representative: 
Kevin  Stewart  •  901-489-0060  •  visit  www.gowanco.com 


Gowan9 


M. 


The  Go  To  Company 

Permit  and  Yukon  are  registered  trademarks  of  Nissan  Chemical  Industries  Ltd.  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions. 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Winded  Jackson 


Crop  Report 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  April  16, 
2007,  stands  of  cane  are  generally  good 
throughout  the  industry.  However,  a  few 
growers  are  reporting  fields  of  plant  cane  that 
were  up  and  marking  the  row  well  at  the  end  of 
February.  These  fields  are  now  loosing  their 
populations.  In  these  fields  growers  are  reporting 
finding  some  relatively  large  gaps  where  the  cane 
is  not  coming  back  from  the  last  killing  freeze. 
Although  the  seedcane  germinated  well,  made 
stubble  and  roots,  it  is  dead.  So  far  there  have 
only  been  a  very  few  reports  of  this  nature  and 
hopefully  the  acreage  affected  in  this  manner  will 
only  be  a  small  percentage  of  the  state's  total 
acreage. 

This  year  as  happens  every  year,  fields  of  older 
stubble  that  were  treated  with  ripener  are  slow 
establishing  stands  in  the  early  spring.  Because 
of  the  cool  nights,  soils  have  been  slow  to  warm 
and  the  effects  of  ripener  treatment  are  more 
pronounced  than  usual.  As  temperatures 
continue  to  increase  and  the  soil  continues  to 
warm,  stands  in  these  fields  should  improve. 

Over  the  Easter  weekend  most  of  the  cane  belt 
received  rainfall  varying  from  1 .5  to  a  little  above 
3  inches  of  rain.  This  rain  was  very  timely,  for 
much  of  the  first  cultivation  was  done  in  a  rush, 
and  as  a  result  there  were  many  fields  that  were 
not  well  prepared  to  accept  the  upcoming 


application  of  fertilizer.  Although  cultivation  may 
have  been  somewhat  rushed,  the  timing  for  the 
application  of  herbicides  was  just  about  right. 
Most  fields  are  relatively  free  of  problem  weeds. 

One  of  the  most  common  weed  problems  at 
this  time  is  bermudagrass,  especially  in  some  of 
the  older  stubble  fields.  However,  there  are  some 
fields  of  plant  cane  (more  on  sandy  soils)  that 
are  showing  early  infestations  of  bermudagrass. 
Unfortunately  there  are  no  good  herbicides  for 
the  control  of  bermudagrass  in  established 
stands  of  cane.  When  bermudagrass  gets 
established  in  a  plant  cane  field,  even  though  it 
is  a  spotty  infestation,  by  the  time  the  field  is  in 
second  stubble  the  yield  potential  is  so  greatly 
reduced  that  it  must  be  plowed  out  and  be 
replanted;  thus  causing  loss  in  production, 
adding  the  cost  of  replanting  a  year  early,  and 
greatly  reducing  profitability.  With  the  increasing 
cost  of  fuel  and  the  decreasing  availability  of 
labor,  it  is  time  for  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
to  have  a  closer  look  at  the  cost  savings  and 
other  added  values  which  can  be  gained  from 
herbicide  resistant  (GMO)  varieties. 

When  most  of  us  compare  the  crop  in 
production,  we  compare  it  to  the  crop  just 
completed.  At  this  time  in  2006,  because  of  no 
late  freezes,  the  crop  was  off  to  a  very  early  start. 
It  was  tall  and  had  a  very  good  population;  2007 


is  another  year  and  is  not  off  to  such  an 
outstanding  start.  The  mid-March  freezing 
temperatures  throughout  the  entire  cane  belt 
killed  nearly  all  growth  back  to  the  ground.  For 
the  last  two  weeks  night  temperatures  have 
remained  well  below  65°,  and  cane  is  not  growing 
very  rapidly  at  this  time.  As  a  result  the  2007 
crop  is  starting  off  as  a  much  shorter  crop  than 
the  last  one. 

The  average  growths  for  85-384  at  the  USDA's 
Ardoyne  Farm  and  the  AgCenter's  Iberia 
Research  Station  for  the  first  week  in  April  are 
reported  as  0.80"  and  0.60"  respectively.  The 
growth  measurements  for  384  first- stubble  in  both 
reports  were  slightly  less  than  half  than  that  of 
the  plant  cane.  During  the  same  week  the  growth 
rate  for  96-540  plant  cane  was  somewhat  less 
than  that  of  85-384;  that  is  0.40  at  Ardoyne  while 
0.45  was  reported  in  the  Iberia  Station  report.  The 
reported  growth  for  96-540 's  first  stubble  is 
noticeably  less  for  Houma  than  that  for  Jeanerette, 
0.20"  and  0.58"  respectively.  At  this  time  of  year 
growth  and  height  measurements  are  not  exact, 
but  do  give  an  early  idea  of  what  kind  of  a  start 


the  crop  is  off  to  and  demonstrates  the  effects  of 
cool  night  temperatures.  Also  they  show  how 
much  early  growth  was  lost  because  of  the  mid- 
March  freezes. 

In  the  USDA  growth  report,  height 
measurements  for  85-384  (plant  cane  and  first- 
stubble)  are  reported  back  to  1998.  For  all  of 
those  years,  this  is  the  shortest  height  reported 
for  plant  cane  384.  In  both  2004  and  2005  height 
measurements  for  384's  first-stubble  were  equal 
to  this  year's,  but  all  other  years,  were  greater. 
For  96-540  this  information  goes  back  through 
2004  and  this  year  (2007)  is  the  shortest  start 
recorded  for  540  in  plant  cane  and  first-stubble 
during  those  years. 

On  the  plus  side  for  the  winter  kill  back  and  the 
lack  of  growth,  there  have  been  only  a  few 
sporadic  reports  of  rust  outbreaks.  The  most 
severe  infections  have  been  fields  of  95-988  which 
were  sheltered  from  the  freezing  low  temperatures 
and  have  maintained  most  of  their  green  leaves 
throughout  the  later  winter  months.  There  are 
some  fields  of  96-540  with  light  rust  infections, 
but  not  nearly  as  heavy  as  988's. 


%% 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Sugar  Market  Information  Sources 


Sugarcane  growers  today  are  confronted 
with  many  production  and  farm 
management  decisions  which  require  some 
amount  of  information  to  be  obtained  and 
evaluated  before  a  well  informed  decision  can  be 
made.  Examples  of  these  decisions  include:  what 
variety  to  plant,  what  herbicides  to  apply,  what 
fertilization  rates  should  be  used,  when 
equipment  should  be  replaced,  how  many  farm 
acres  of  production  are  needed,  etc.  All  of  these 
decisions  directly  or  indirectly  impact  farm 
profitability  and  it  is  important  to  have  knowledge 
about  and  understand  what  those  impacts  are 
likely  to  be. 

The  market  price  of  raw  sugar  is  obviously  a 
primary  determinant  of  farm  profitability  and  the 
level  of  raw  sugar  prices  are  of  critical  interest  to 
growers,  mills,  and  the  industry  as  a  whole. 
Knowledge  of  the  U.S.  sugar  market,  why  sugar 
market  prices  are  at  a  certain  level,  and  how  they 
will  change  in  response  to  various  factors 
provides  valuable  information  to  aid  in  current 
financial  analysis  of  individual  farming  operations 
as  well  as  longer  range  planning. 

More  importantly,  since  sugar  has  a  price 
support  program  managed  by  the  federal 
government,  it  is  vital  that  those  individuals 
involved  in  industry  level  discussions 
concerning  the  sugar  program  (many  of  whom 


are  growers)  be  well  versed  in  the  market 
dynamics  of  the  domestic  sugar  market. 

Today,  a  multitude  of  information  on  the  U.S. 
and  world  sugar  markets  are  disseminated  from  a 
wide  variety  of  sources.  Fortunately,  the  internet 
makes  much  of  this  information  readily  available 
and  easily  accessible.  The  challenge  may  lie  in 
identifying  what  information  is  most  important 
and  most  reliable.  This  article  identifies  some  of 
the  more  important  sugar  market  information 
sources  available  on  the  internet.  The  web 
addresses  for  these  sources  are  listed  at  the  end 
of  the  article. 

The  current  market  price  of  raw  sugar  can  be 
found  on  the  New  York  Board  of  Trade  web  page. 
The  New  York  Board  of  Trade  is  a  major  futures 
and  options  trading  market  for  several 
internationally  traded  agricultural  commodities 
including  raw  sugar,  cocoa,  coffee  and  cotton  as 
well  as  providing  trading  markets  for  such 
commodities  as  ethanol  and  the  U.S.  dollar.  Raw 
cane  sugar  in  the  U.S.  market  is  traded  under  the 
No.  14  contract,  while  raw  sugar  in  the  world 
market  is  traded  under  the  No.  1 1  contract. 
Current  sugar  market  prices  and  forecasts  of 
future  market  prices  can  be  found  by  viewing  the 
nearby  and  out-month  contract  settlement  prices 
which  are  listed  for  each  day  of  trading.  For 
example,  on  Wednesday,  April  11,  2007,  the  No. 
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14  domestic  contract  settled  at  a  price  of  20.89 
cents  per  pound.  The  No.  1 1  contract  for  the 
world  sugar  market  settled  at  9.91  cents  per 
pound. 

Each  month  the  USDA  releases  the  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  from  the  Office  of  the  Chief 
Economist.  This  report  provides  USDA's 
comprehensive  forecasts  of  supply  and  demand 
for  major  U.S.  and  global  crops  and  U.S.  livestock. 
Included  in  this  report  are  the  most  current 
estimates  of  the  supply  and  demand  of  beet  and 
cane  sugar  in  the  U.S.  market  for  the  current  year 
as  well  as  the  previous  two  years. 

USDA's  Economic  Research  Service  (ERS)  has 
a  web  page  titled  "Sugar  and  Sweeteners  Briefing 
Room"  which  contains  a  wealth  of  production, 
trade,  market  and  policy  information  on  U.S.  and 
international  sugar  and  sweeteners.  This  page 
has  a  link  to  USDA's  Sugar  and  Sweetener 
Outlook  Report,  which  is  published  in  January, 
May,  and  September,  and  provides  an  update  of 
current  market  and  policy  developments  and  their 
impacts  on  the  sugar  and  corn  sweetener 
industries.  Other  links  lead  to  information  on 
sugar  policy,  trade  programs,  an  overview  of  the 
Mexican  sugar  situation,  sweetener  consumption 
data,  and  the  effect  of  importation  of  sugar 
containing  products  on  domestic  sugar  deliveries. 

State  and  parish  (county)  level  data  on  acreage, 
yield  and  production  of  sugarcane  and  sugar 
beets  is  available  from  USDA's  National 
Agricultural  and  Statistics  Service  (NASS)  web 
page.  The  "Quick  Stats"  section  at  the  bottom  of 
NASS's  home  page  allows  quick  access  to 
acreage  and  production  data. 


Knowledge  of  the  current  supply  and  demand 
sectors  of  the  domestic  sugar  market  and  their 
impacts  on  current  and  future  market  price  levels 
provides  a  base  of  knowledge  which  can  greatly 
aid  decisions  at  both  the  farm,  mill  and  industry 
level.  The  information  sources  listed  here  provide 
timely  and  reliable  information  on  economic  forces 
at  work  in  the  domestic  and  international  sugar 
and  sweetener  markets  and  their  resulting  impacts 
on  market  price. 

Sugar  market  information  web  sites: 

New  York  Board  of  Trade:  www.nybot.com 

(current  market  prices) 
WASDE  report:  www.usda.gov/oce 

(current  supply  and  demand  estimates) 
Economic  Research  Service  Sugar  Briefing 
Room:  www.ers.usda.gov/briefing/sugar 

(sugar     and     sweetener     market 

information) 
National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service: 
www.nass.usda.gov 

(sugarcane  and  sugar  beet  acreage, 
yield  and  production  data) 


Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 


Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer (Licensett5M7) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser#oi249 


^tfECASj^ 


**W5** 


True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 

return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable, 

qualified  and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We 

hope  that  our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number 

that's  important  to  YOU! 


Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


I  •LARGER  I 

faRUM    ytyJj     / 

lip. 

i>  SIMPLIFIED 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


i.  M  f** 


ill 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 


HYDRAULICS 


:t 


~>  ~  <" 


f'ROW  WHOLE  SIALYL 

*    «w  ■■■■   IlllVlili  tRilMBWPk: 


PLANTERS 


•PUMP  ON  THE 

'"  TONGUE  DESIGN  || 
FOR  FAST  HITCH-UP 


iSP 


IP 

f  SIMPLE  -m 
RUGGED* 
rMl  I.  RELIABLE  •§ 


iMp 


•LIGHTER  WEIGHT  11V— 

I  and  increased  n    We  Offer  Up-Gmdes  for 

carrying  capacity  ,m W$l£>-  Your  Existing  Planters!^ 


337.942.81SO   ■  2440  POWERS  STREET    ■  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 
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UAP 


UNITED  AGRI  PRODUCTS 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


Quality  Value 

® 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


CLhoimiroim 
O 


© 


CORPORATION 


Jrom  the  fieCd to  the  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  vour  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  •  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  ( li  stonier  Satisfaction 
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*Siil! 


Si/garTech| 


Offering  a  New  Choice  for 
High-Quality  Seedcane 

SugarTech  seedcane  meets  quality  standards  enforced  by  LDAF 
that  can  help  improve  your  cane  production.  Planting  certified 
seedcane  is  your  quickest  route  to  healthier,  full-scale  production, 

Our  seedcane  is  continually  checked  for  diseases  and  is 
produced  under  stringent  quality  control  standards  in  highly 
sanitary  conditions. 

Ask  your  Helena  representative  to  explain  the  advantages  of  the 
SugarTech  system.  Then  go  with  a  certified  source  of  seedcane- 
SugarTech! 


Thibodaux       St.  Martinville 
985-446-5881     337-394-3875 


[^SugarTech 


New  Roads  Bunkie 

225-638-7056    318-346-6651 
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BROUSSARD  _<j0* 


CANE  EQUIPMENT  .  -*-l  -&** 


NEW  F0R  Z3ffi&7 


2007! 


More  Power 

New  Features 

Same  Reliability 

Same  Ease  of  Service 


Case  Austoft  Cane  Combine 


Sales    Parts    Service 
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Report  on  the  2006  Borer  Yield  Reduction  Evaluation 


Bill  White,  Ryan  Viator,  Ed  Dufrene,  Caleb  Dalley,  Tom  Tew  and  Ed 

Richard,  Jr. 
USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory,  Houma,  LA 


Every  year  at  the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory,  researchers  conduct  evaluations 
of  varieties  that  are  near  commercial  release  for  their  response  to  infestations  of  the  sugarcane 
borer.  Conducting  these  evaluations  serves  two  purposes.  First,  they  assist  the  variety 
development  program  by  providing  resistance  information  on  varieties  as  they  advance  through  the 
variety  development  process.  Second,  they  provide  useful  information  to  those  growers  and 
consultants  responsible  for  making  management  decisions  on  borer  control  on  a  variety  once  it  is 
released.  In  this  article  we  report  the  results  of  our  2006  borer  yield  reduction  evaluation. 

Annual  evaluations  are  conducted  at  the  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory's  Ardoyne  Research 
Farm  near  Schriever,  LA.  Typically,  we  evaluate  10  varieties  that  are  planted  in  plots  consisting  of 
three,  16  ft.  rows  of  cane  with  a  4  ft.  alley  between  plots.  The  test  is  replicated  four  times  and  each 
variety  is  planted  twice  within  each  replication  as  half  of  the  plots  are  sprayed  with  insecticide  and 
the  other  half  are  not  sprayed.  Planting  in  such  a  manner  allows  us  to  compare  a  variety's  yield 
potential  under  near  complete  borer  control  versus  its  yield  when  borers  are  left  uncontrolled.  All 
evaluations  are  conducted  in  the  plant-cane  crop.  Between  every  three  rows  of  cane  we  plant  a  row 
of  corn.  The  corn  is  infested  with  newly  hatched  sugarcane  borer  larvae  that  are  grown  in  our 
laboratory.  This  is  done  to  insure  that  we  obtain  consistently  high  and  uniform  levels  of  borer 
pressure  in  our  evaluations.  We  can  not  afford  to  rely  only  on  natural  infestations  as  these  may  not 
occur  every  year  and  when  they  do  occur,  natural  infestations  are  often  spotty  within  the  field. 

The  data  we  collect  examines  both  sides  of  the  insect/plant  relationship;  a  relationship  that  can 
become  a  double-edged  sword.  This  sword  can  cut  us  two  ways  if  we  are  not  careful  when  making 
decisions  concerning  borer  management.  One  side  of  the  sword  cuts  us  by  intensifying  borer  pressure 
on  our  farms.  We  measure  the  impact  of  this  cut  by  looking  at:  1)  how  attractive  are  varieties  to  the 
female  moth  (weekly  infestation  counts);  2)  how  effective  are  the  borer  larvae  at  getting  into  the  stalk 
(percent  bored  internodes);  and  3)  how  successful  are  the  larvae  in  developing  into  moths  (number 
of  moths  produced).  The  other  side  of  the  sword  cuts  us  when  we  make  poor  judgments  in  timing  of 
our  insecticide  applications.  When  this  side  of  the  sword  cuts  us  we  lose  money.  The  data  we  collect 
here  are  measurements  of  yield  loss,  both  in  the  field  (loss  in  tonnage)  and  in  the  factory  (loss  in 
sugar).  Yield  is  collected  in  a  manner  that  mirrors  on  farm/factory  practices,  e.g.  chopper-harvester 
yields  and  pre  -breaker/press  measurements  to  determine  TRS.  How  adept  we  are  in  wielding  this 
double-edged  sword  can  have  a  major  impact  on  this  industry's  bottom-line. 

Borer  Response  to  the  Variety 

Although  not  presented  here,  from  our  average  weekly  borer  infestations  counts,  we  found  that, 
in  general,  all  of  the  varieties  were  equally  attractive  to  female  moths  as  a  place  to  lay  their  eggs.  We 
did  find  evidence  that  borer  infestations  may  begin  earlier  in  L  97-128  apparently  because  of  the 
variety's  early  emergence  and  growth.  Figure  1  presents  the  bored  internode  data  for  the  10  varieties 
evaluated.  The  varieties  Ho  01-564  and  HoCP  01-523  have  been  dropped  from  the  variety  development 
program  but  were  kept  in  the  data  analysis  for  comparison  purposes. 
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Figure  1.  Mean  harvest  bored  internode  values  for  10  varieties  in  the  2006  Yield  Reduction 
Study.  Values  are  based  on  a  random  15-stalk  sample.  Varieties  with  the  same  bar-pattern  are 
not  significantly  different  from  each  other  (LSD  a  =  0.05). 


We  found  three  distinct  groups  of  varieties  based  on  this  traditional  measure  of  borer  damage. 
These  groups  can  be  described  as  susceptible  to  borer,  intermediate,  and  resistant  to  borer.  We 
should  keep  in  mind,  however,  that  these  groupings  must  be  looked  at  as  being  relative  rankings  and 
these  rankings  in  themselves  do  not  tell  us  how  a  variety  should  be  managed.  We  should  also  keep 
in  mind  that  no  variety  sustained  damage  less  than  our  traditional  10%  economic  injury  level,  indicating 
that  no  variety  is  immune  to  borer  attack.  The  variety  HoCP  00-950,  a  potential  new  release  in  2007, 
was  the  second  most  heavily  damaged  behind  Ho  95-988.  Surprisingly  L  99-226,  released  in  2006, 
showed  somewhat  higher  bored  internode  counts  than  what  we  had  seen  in  the  three  previous 
evaluations.  This  indicates  that  the  variety  can  be  damaged  if  borer  pressure  is  sufficiently  high.  L 
01-299,  still  in  the  program,  continues  to  show  very  good  resistance. 

We  found  greater  differences  among  varieties  when  comparing  larva  success  in  becoming  an  adult 
(Figure  2).  These  data  are  helpful  in  identifying  a  variety  that  may  become  a  Typhoid  Mary'  that 
contributes  to  the  build-up  in  borer  numbers  in  the  industry.  We  did  not  see  convenient  groupings 
to  place  varieties  with  this  measurement,  although  the  same  general  trend  in  variety  ranking  existed. 
A  notable  exception  was  L  99-226  that  produced  the  third  highest  numbers  of  emerged  moths. 


Plant  Response  to  the  Sugarcane  Borer 

Just  as  varieties  showed  a  wide  range  in  how  the  borer  reacted  to  them  as  a  host,  we  also  saw  a 
wide  range  in  the  responses  of  the  plant  to  the  borer.  Figure  3  summarizes  yield  losses  in  the  field  due 
to  the  borer.  This  loss  is  presented  as  a  percent  reduction  in  tons  of  cane  between  the  insecticide- 
treated  and  non-treated  plots.  In  loss  of  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  the  big  losers  were  Ho  95-988  and 
HoCP  96-540,  while  L  99-226  actually  showed  an  increase  in  tonnage  in  the  plots  that  were  not 
treated.  A  similar  response  is  seen  in  other  crops  where  a  stress  can  trigger  the  plant  to  compensate 
with  increased  growth. 
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Figure  2.  Mean  number  of  moths  emerging  per  stalk  for  10  varieties  in  the  2006  Yield 
Reduction  Study.  Any  two  varieties  are  significantly  different  from  each  other  if  their 
difference  in  moth  production  exceeds  2  moths/stalk  (LSD  a  -  0.05). 
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Figure  3.  Mean  percent  reduction  in  cane  yield  between  insecticide  treated  and  non- 
treated  plots  for  10  varieties  in  the  2006  Yield  Reduction  Study.  Any  two  varieties  are 
significantly  different  from  each  other  if  their  difference  in  percent  reduction  in  cane  yield 
exceeds  8  %  (LSD  a  =  0.05). 

Varieties  also  varied  in  their  factory  loss  as  measured  by  the  difference  in  TRS  between  treated  and 
non-treated  plots  (Figure  4).  The  big  losers  in  cane  quality  in  the  2006  evaluation  were  HoCP  96-540 
and  HoCP  00-950.  Again,  L  99-226  along  with  L  01-299,  showed  little  decrease  in  cane  quality  due  to 
borer  feeding. 
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Figure  4.  Mean  percent  reduction  in  TRS  between  insecticide  treated  and  non-treated 
plots  or  10  varieties  in  the  2006  Yield  Reduction  Study.  Any  two  varieties  are  significantly 
different  from  each  other  if  their  difference  in  percent  reduction  in  TRS  exceeds  1 1  %  (LSD 
a =0.05). 


In  Figure  5  we  attempt  to  tie  all  of  our  information  together  into  one  summary  figure.  Here,  we  relate 
the  average  seasonal  percent  stalks  infested  with  the  harvested  bored  internode  counts  and  the 
percent  loss  in  sugar  per  acre.  In  other  words,  how  does  a  variety  respond  from  the  perspective  of 
the  consultant  (weekly  infestation  counts),  the  researcher  (harvest  bored  internodes),  and  the  grower 
(how  much  sugar  is  lost).  As  stated  previously,  there  was  little  difference  among  varieties  in  their 
weekly-average  seasonal  infestation  intensity.  We  did,  however,  see  differences  in  how  successful 
these  larvae  were  at  getting  into  the  stalk  and  variation  among  varieties  in  their  loss  in  sugar  per  acre. 
If  we  compare  the  loss  in  sugar  per  acre  with  percent  bored  internodes,  two  groups  of  varieties 
become  apparent.  One  group,  consisting  of  the  varieties  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  00-950,  Ho  0 1  -564,  L  99- 
233,  L  99-226,  and  L  01-299  had  a  ratio  between  loss  of  sugar  per  acre  and  bored  internodes  that  was 
less  than  0.50.  This  ratio  is  considerably  less  than  the  traditional  value  of  0.75  that  is  generally 
reported  in  the  literature  for  this  relationship.  The  second  group,  consisting  of  L  97-128,  HoCP  96- 
540,  L0 1-283,  and  HoCP 01 -523,  had  for  this  same  ratio  a  value  of  0.60  or  greater.  This  value  is  closer 
to  the  0.75  ratio  previously  reported.  We  found  that  the  average  loss  in  sugar  per  acre  per  one 
percent  bored  internodes  in  2006  for  all  varieties  was  0.50.  It  seems  that  2006  was  a  good  year  for  late 
cane  growth,  and  we  harvested  early  enough  (December  9th)  to  avoid  the  poor  harvesting  conditions 
at  year's  end.  As  such,  the  varieties  in  our  study  appeared  to  tolerate  borer  feeding  very  well. 

In  summary,  is  it  clear  that  varieties  responded  differently  to  the  sugarcane  borer  and  borers 
respond  differently  to  each  variety.  These  differences  will  vary  in  intensity  from  year-to-year  depending 
upon  weather  conditions,  infestation  intensity,  and  harvesting  conditions.  It  therefore  remains,  as 
Dr.  Henry  Long,  a  pioneer  in  sugarcane  pest  management,  professed:  "the  decision  to  treat  or  not  is 
now  and  probably  will  continue  to  be  a  subjective  one  based  primarily  upon  judgment  and  experience." 
We  attempt  with  these  evaluations  to  provide  information  that  will  be  useful  to  making  good 
management  decisions.  All  the  varieties  in  our  study  have  strengths  and  weaknesses  that  growers 
should  be  aware  of,  and  varieties  should  be  grown  in  proportion  to  how  these  strengths  and  weakness 
relate  to  a  grower's  specific  situation.  Highly  susceptible  varieties  that  can  be  heavily  damaged  by 
borers  and  show  little  tolerance  to  feeding  should  not  be  planted  where  it  is  impractical  or  inappropriate 
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Figure  5.  Relationship  of  seasonal  infestation  counts  (|  ~|)  to  harvest  bored  internodes 

(^^^^!)  and  loss  in  sugar  per  acre  (■■■■)  for  10  varieties  in  the  2006  yield  reduction  test. 


to  spray  insecticides.  We  will  continue  to  conduct  our  yield  reduction  evaluations  so  that  we  can 
'fine-tune'  those  management  skills  needed  in  the  continuing  battle  with  the  sugarcane  borer. 
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Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


Farm  Works  Software 


m 


WARM 


Computerized  maps  and  much  more! 

Contact  me  to  find  out  what  myself  and 

many  other  sugarcane  growers  are  using. 


(985)369-6611 
Ronald  Woods 


(985)513-0791 
rw109@charter.net 
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AMERICAN  SUGAR  ALLIANCE 


BACKING  AMERICA'S  BEET  AND  CANE  FARMERS 


i    What  Candy  Companies 
Pay  for  a  Pound  of  Sugar 


1980  $0.38 

1990  $0.30 

2007  $0.25 


Congress  Should  Renew  U.S.  Sugar  Policy 
www.sugaralliance.org 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


1998  Freightliner  truck  w/sleeper,  70,000  miles  on  overhaul,  excellent  condition,  asking 
$20,000.  42'Drop  Deck  Water  Wagon  w/poly  tanks,  asking  $5,000.  Call  337-278- 
1563. 

10  Davis  type  Billet  Cane  Carts  -  $6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Fabian  LeMaire  at  337-519- 
1983  or  337-276-5975. 

(2)  JD  7510  tractors,  good  condition  -  5,  000  hrs.;  JD  7420  tractor,  good  condition,  400 
hrs.  Call  225-716-0551 

(2)  2000  MX135,  low  hrs.,  Case  Tractors;  1997  Hi-crop  JD  7410,  good  condition,. 
Call  225-337-0149  (mobile)  or  225-545-8325  (home). 


(5)  45'  Billet  Cane  Trailers  built  by  David 
Louviere,  asking  $7,000/trailer.  Call  Wilson 
Viator  at  337-856-4622  or  337-288-4192. 

Dual  Hubs  for  Magnum,  Iron  Dual  Wheels 
like  new,  duals  to  fit  NX- 120  for  offboring. 
Call  337-319-0574. 

WANTED:  Used  Propane  or  Amonia 
Tanks  100-300  gal.  Call  337-319-0574. 

WANTED-  4  High  Dump  Wagons.  Call 
Rivers  Patout,  Sterling  Sugars,  Inc.  (337) 
828-0620. 


WANTED 


Sugar  Cane  Harvesters 
40'  Cane  Trailers 

Call 

Intersales  Process  Equipment 

(713)  729-6500 

(713)  447-9890  cell 


Try  the  Classifieds 

in 

The  Sugar  Bulletin! 
It  Really  Works! 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

[  Parks,  LA 

j  Brown  &  Brown  of  Louisiana 

(  Lafayette,  LA 

Capital  One  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Case  IH 

Racine,  WI 

CoBank 

i  St.  Louis,  MO 

}  The  Cottonport  Bank 

j  Cottonport,  LA 

I  Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

|  New  Orleans,  LA 

|  Dupont  Ag  Products 

j  Welsh,  LA 

]  Estes  Refractory 

|  Jeanerette,  LA 

|  First  South  ACA 

j  Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

j  Goodyear 

I  Thibodaux,  LA 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

John  Deere  Thibodaux,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
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Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

White  Castle  Fertilizer  Co-op 

White  Castle,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 


THE  SUGAR  BULL 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/ promotion,  and  education. 


American 
^^  Sugar  Cane 


°3M 


League 


Aaking  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 


June  2007 
Volume  85,  No.  9 


Announcing  the 
ANNUAL  CONTACT  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

of  the 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

Wednesday,  June  27,  2007 
9:00  a.m. 

Envie' 

203  East  Bayou  Rd. 

Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

(see  page  12  for  details) 
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CapitalQne 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  *  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  *  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


f=*t    ©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
lender    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 


YOUR  BY-PRODUCT  IS  NOW  A  CO-PRODUCT 
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The  world  price  of  molasses  has  doubled  in  recent  years 

Houston,  TX  Market  $  (short  ton,  79.5°  brix) 
January  2004  -  $  60.00 
January  2005  -  $  86.25 
January  2006  -  $112.50 
January  2007 -$120.00 

Westway  is  the  largest  distributor  and  end  user  of  molasses  in 

North  America 

WESTWAY  -  making  sure  your  returns  reflect 

market  value 


k®,  Westwau 
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New  Orleans,  Louisiana  71030 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Farm  Bill  Sugar  Provisions  move  to  the  Hill 

Splenda  Settles  Misleading  Advertising  Lawsuit 

Leadership  Program  Sign-up 


Unity  is  the  key!  During  the  past  few 
weeks  the  League  has  been  immersed 
in  Farm  Bill  negotiations  with  our 
brethren  sugar  producers  from  around  the 
country  with  the  hope  of  presenting  to  the 
authors  of  the  farm  bill  acceptable  language  that 
will  allow  the  domestic  sugar  industry  to 
continue  to  operate  in  a  sustainable  fashion. 

This  process  commenced  over  a  year  ago  with 
discussions  from  within  our  own  industry  on 
issues  that  are  of  critical  importance  to 
Louisiana's  sugarcane  producers  and 
processors.  Once  Louisiana's  issues  were 
highlighted  this  information  was  passed  on  to 
Jack  Pettus,  our  Washington  Representative, 
and  he  and  his  colleagues  began  discussions 
to  determine  commonalities  and  differences. 

It  was  at  this  juncture  information  began  to 
flow  at  a  very  high  rate  of  speed  to  and  from 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  the  first  indication  of 
what  obstacles  had  to  be  hurdled  to  achieve  a 
positive  piece  of  legislation  was  observed. 

As  the  Washington  representatives  continued 
to  draft  a  bill  addressing  issues  that  all  the 
segments  agree  on,  or  came  to  some  compromise 
on,  it  was  inevitable  that  there  were  issues  that 
would  require  more  influence  from  industry 
principles.  At  this  point  in  the  process  a  task 
force   of  League   representatives   began 


negotiating  with  principles  from  other  cane 
sectors  to  iron  out  these  differences  of  opinion. 
In  the  spirit  of  compromise  the  cane  sugar 
industry  arrived  at  a  unified  cane  sector  proposal. 
We  negotiated  with  a  unified  beet  proposal  to 
finally  arrive  at  a  unified  'domestic  sugar'  farm 
bill  proposal.  This  proposal  has  been  delivered 
to  Capitol  Hill.  It  provides  for  better  prices  and 
other  provisions  that  we  hope  will  improve  the 
economic  outlook  of  our  industry. 

Splenda  Settles  Misleading  Advertising  Lawsuit 

The  makers  of  Splenda,  Johnson  &  Johnson, 
settled  a  law  suit  that  called  into  question  the 
company's  marketing  slogan  "Made  from  sugar, 
so  it  tastes  like  sugar."  The  suit  was  filed  by 
Merisant,  the  makers  of  Equal,  and  claimed  that 
Johnson  and  Johnson  was  aware  that  they  were 
leading  consumers  to  believe  that  Splenda  is 
somehow  natural,  or  more  natural  than  other 
artificial  sweeteners. 

One  of  our  national  organizations,  the  Sugar 
Association,  which  has  a  similar  lawsuit  pending 
against  Johnson  &  Johnson,  is  scheduled  to  go 
to  trial  in  California  this  November.  With  the 
settlement  of  the  Merisant  case,  the  American 
consumer  continues  to  be  shortchanged  by  the 
ongoing  cover-up  of  the  truth.  For  that  reason, 
the  lawsuit  against  Johnson  &  Johnson  on  behalf 


of  thousands  of  sugar  farmers  will  go  forward 
with  an  even  greater  sense  of  urgency. 

The  Sugar  Association  demands  that  Johnson 
&  Johnson  do  the  right  thing  for  consumers  and 
take  appropriate  steps  to  correct  their  ads  so 
that  they  are  completely  truthful.  If  you  would 
like  to  be  involved,  or  for  more  information  on 
the  Sugar  Association's  effort  to  educate 
consumers  and  encourage  regulatory  agencies 
to  take  action  to  stop  consumers  from  being 
misled  by  Splenda's  false  advertising,  access 
www.TruthAboutSplenda.com. 

Leadership  Program  Sign-up 

What  does  it  take  to  become  a  more  effective 
leader  for  agriculture?  Many  of  the  answers  to 
that  question  are  part  of  the  LSU  AgCenter's 
Agricultural  Leadership  Development  Program, 
and  applications  are  now  available  for  its  lltn 
class,  which  will  begin  in  January  2008. 

Established  in  1988,  the  Ag  Leadership  Program 
provides  potential  leaders  involved  with 


agriculture  and  agribusiness  the  tools  they  need 
to  become  more  effective  voices  for  agriculture,  I 
according  to  Dr.  Bobby  Soileau,  who  will  serve  ,! 
as  program  director  for  the  LSU  AgCenter.  Since 
its  inception,  more  than  300  people  have 
graduated  from  the  program. 

The  curriculum  includes  10  seminars  over  a  two- 
year  period  -  seven  on  the  LSU  campus  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  three  at  other  locations. 

The  off-campus  seminars  include  visits  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  to  meet  with  the  country's 
leaders  in  agricultural  policy  and  to  California  to 
see  how  their  agricultural  operations  deal  with 
environmental  regulatory  issues.  The  final 
seminar  is  an  international  study  tour  during 
which  the  group  visits  another  country  to  learn 
how  other  agricultural,  economic  and  social 
systems  work. 

Applications  are  available  at  parish  LSU 
AgCenter  Extension  offices  or  on  the  LSU 
AgCenter  Web  site  at  www.lsuagcenter.com/ 
agleadership. 


You're  First  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe 
that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are 

important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 

personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST 

at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(985)  446-9450 


Michele  Simoneaux 

Thibodaux 


Donna  Booty 

Thibodaux 
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NEW  FOR 
2007! 


Case  10.3/355hp  Engine 

New  Crop  Dividers  for  New  Louisiana  Varieties 

New  Tracks  -  Double  The  Life 

Other  New  Features 

Same  Ease  of  Service 

Case  Austoft  Cane  Combine 


See  it  in  stock  at  Broussard  Cane  Equipment 
this  summer! 


Sales    Parts    Service 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Farm  Bill  Markups  Begin 

Trade  Talks  Show  Minimal  Movement 

Mexico  Lowers  Tariffs  for  US  Sugar 

USDA  WASDE  May  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


The  House  Agriculture  Subcommittees 
began  marking  up  draft  legislation  for  the 
conservation  and  energy  titles  of  the  farm 
bill  in  late  May,  with  commodity  titles  likely  to 
begin  moving  in  early  June. 

The  declining  budget  scoring  numbers  for 
agriculture  and  the  inability  to  attain  additional 
spending  authority  from  the  House  and  Senate 
Budget  Committees  have  led  some  to  renew  calls 
for  an  extension  of  current  commodity  titles, 
rather  than  opening  them  up  for  potential  cuts  to 
pay  for  other  policy  objectives  such  as  a  larger 
conservation  program  and  more  research, 
particularly  for  fruits  and  vegetables.  The 
crowded  docket  for  Senate  floor  action  this 
summer  seems  likely  to  delay  Senate  action 
beyond  the  late- July  timeframe  preferred  by 
Chairman  Tom  Harkin  (D-IA),  adding  to  pressure 
to  extend  the  farm  bill. 

The  industry  discussions  on  the  sugar  title 
were  concluded  in  mid-May  and 
recommendations  have  been  provided  to 
Chairman  Peterson  and  staff.  While  the 
industry's  Washington  representatives  continue 
to  work  with  committee  staff  on  the  assumption 
that  some  improvements  to  the  sugar  title  will  be 


possible,  it  is  important  to  keep  an  eye  on  the 
"extension"  debate  and  the  CBO  scoring  of  those 
improvements.  While  some  of  our 
recommendations,  such  as  a  new  market  balancing 
mechanism  to  replace  the  import  trigger  on 
marketing  allotments,  could  be  included  in  an 
extension,  some  of  the  "wish  list"  will  need  to  be 
pared  if  momentum  grows  for  an  extension  during 
the  summer  season. 

Meanwhile,  the  industry  has  renewed  efforts 
to  build  support  for  a  strong  farm  safety  net, 
joining  representatives  for  rice,  cotton  and  other 
groups  in  a  soon-to-be-unveiled  coalition  called 
"Farm  Policy  Facts."  This  group  will  attempt  to 
provide  real-world  facts  to  counter  some  of  the 
misleading  media  attacks  on  the  current  program. 

TVade  Talks  Show  Minimal  Movement 

Trade  Ministers  for  the  US,  EU,  Brazil  and  India 
met  in  Brussels  in  mid-May  and  agreed  to  two 
technical-level  meetings  before  meeting  again  on 
June  23.  Some  participants  indicated  that  talks 
were  progressing,  but  the  continuing  reluctance 
of  the  EU  and  US  to  offer  new  market  access  and 
domestic  supports  packages,  respectively,  leads 
many  to  see  this  much  ado  about  nothing.    No 


details  were  offered  to  support  the  idea  that  a 
breakthrough  round  of  negotiations  is  imminent. 
On  the  other  hand,  negotiations  between  the 
Administration  and  Congressional  leadership 
have  led  to  an  agreement  on  labor  standards  that 
will  allow  the  Peru  and  Panama  agreements  to 
move  forward  in  the  coming  months.  These  free 
trade  agreements  contain  relatively  small  access 
commitments  for  sugar  imports  into  the  US. 

Mexico  Lowers  Tariffs  for  US  Sugar 

The  Mexican  government  acted  in  early  May 
to  harmonize  the  tariff  on  US  sugar  into  Mexico 
to  1.5  cents/lb,  the  current  level  of  the  US  tariff 
on  Mexican  shipments.  These  tariffs  will  be  in 
place  for  the  remainder  of  the  calendar  year,  but 
will  go  to  zero  on  January  1 ,  2008.  The  Mexican 
government  has  engaged  in  schizophrenic 
activities  on  the  sugar  trade  front,  first 
announcing  and  then  rescinding  a  plan  to  allow 
significant  amounts  of  third-country  sugar  to 
enter  Mexico  at  extremely  low  tariffs,  then 
announcing  a  plan  to  maximize  exports  to  the  US 
at  the  same  time  the  government  was  assuring 
the  US  government  that  Mexico  had  no  intention 
of  doing  so. 

The  industry  task  forces  continue  to  meet  to 
discuss  ways  of  facilitating  the  opening  of  the 
US-Mexico  sweetener  market  in  January.  In 
addition  to  the  activities  of  the  government- 
sponsored  commission,  the  US  task  force 
members  met  with  their  Mexican  counterparts  in 
mid-May  in  New  York  City.  Another  meeting  of 
the  private  sector  group  was  planned  for  late- 
May  but  details  of  that  meeting  were  unavailable 
at  the  time  of  this  writing. 


USD  A  WASDE  May  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply 
and  Use 

The  USD  A  released  its  May  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report 
for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2006/07  beginning 
stocks  were  unchanged  at  1,698,000  short  tons 
(raw  value),  while  production  was  lowered  to 
8,504,000  from  8,53 1 ,000  tons  last  month.  Beet 
production  was  raised  slightly  to  5,014,000  tons 
from  5,001 ,000  tons,  while  cane  production  was 
lowered  to  3,490,000  tons  from  3,530,000  tons. 
Louisiana  production  was  seen  at  1 ,335,000  tons, 
barely  changed  from  1 ,336,000  tons,  while  Florida 
was  lowered  to  1 ,7 1 3,000  tons  from  1 ,747,000  tons 
last  month.  Imports  were  unchanged  at  2,034,000, 
leading  total  supply  down  to  12,236,000  tons  from 
12,263,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  and  food 
deliveries  were  unchanged  at  375,000  tons  and 
9,950,000  tons,  respectively.  Total  use  was 
unchanged  at  10,520,000  tons,  leaving  ending 
stocks  lower  at  1 ,7 16,000  tons  from  1 ,743,000  tons 
last  month.  The  stocks  to  use  ratio  was  lowered 
to  16.3  percent  from  16.6  percent. 

For  2007/08,  production  was  projected  at 
8,255,000  tons,  with  beets  at  4,520,000  tons  and 
cane  at  3,735,000  tons.  Louisiana  production  was 
projected  at  1,430,000  tons  and  Florida  at 
1,430,000  tons.  Imports  are  projected  at  1,789,000 
tons,  reflecting  1 ,284,000  tons  under  TRQ,  75,000 
tons  from  Mexico,  and  435,000  tons  under 
Reexports.  Total  supply  is  projected  at  1 1 ,760,000 
tons.  Exports  are  seen  at  250,000  tons  and 
deliveries  at  10,170,000  tons,  leaving  total  use  at 
10,420,000  tons  and  ending  stocks  at  1,340,000 
tons.  As  a  result,  the  stocks  to  use  ratio  is  set  at 
12.9  percent. 


American  Sugar  Cane  League's 
Annual  Contact  Committee  Meeting 

June  27,   2007 
9:00  a.m. 

Envie' 
Thibodaux,   LA 


244  Highway  3266     Thibodaux,  LA  70301-1602      Phone:(985)447-7285 
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off-season  Repair 


Sales 
985-447-7285 


Parts 
985-493-5186 


Harvester  Repairs 
985-493-5018 
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Nothing  Runs  Like  A  Deere! 
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Control  Tough  Weeds 

before  they  control  your 


"Purple  and  yellow  nutsedge  are  becoming  major  weed 
problems  in  sugarcane.  Nutsedge  control  measures 
should  first  be  implemented  during  the  summer  fallow 
period.  The  second  control  measure  for  nutsedge 
should  be  implemented  in  September  or  October  after 
nutsedge  has  emerged  following  planting." 

Dr.  Jim  Griffin,  Weed  Scientist  LSU  AgCenter 


Eliminate  competition  from  weeds  with  Permit®  or  Yukon® 
herbicide.  These  powerful  herbicides  offer  superior 
control  of  both  yellow  and  purple  nutsedge  and  control 
many  tough  broadleaf  weeds.   For  added  broadleaf  weed 
control,  considerYukon,  a  combination  of  the  active 
ingredient  in  Permit,  plus  dicamba. 


Yukon  and  Permit  -  Extreme  Sugarcane  Protection 


RerjSS 

HERBICIDE 


For  more  information,  call  your  Gowan  representative: 
Kevin  Stewart  •  901-489-0060  •  visit  www.gowanco.com 


Gowan 


m 


The  Go  To  Company 

Permit  and  Yukon  are  registered  trademarks  of  Nissan  Chemical  Industries  Ltd.  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions. 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 
The  Release  of  the  New  Variety  HoCP  00-950 

Contact  Committee  Meeting 

American  Society  of  Sugarcane  Technologists 

Sugarcane  Meetings  and  Field  Days  for  2007 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  May  15, 
2007,  the  crop  is  looking  more  promising 
each  day.  Stands  of  plant  cane  and  first- 
stubble  have  filled  in  with  the  warmer  nights  and 
sunshine.  Growers  have  now  completed  their 
fertilization  of  the  crop  and  those  occasionally 
missed  rows  are  very  easy  to  pick  out.  As 
mentioned  in  last  month's  article,  growers  were 
able  to  make  a  very  timely  application  of 
herbicides;  and  weed  control  is  very  good 
throughout  the  cane  belt.  As  HoCP  96-540  has 
started  to  pick  up  the  fertilizer,  it  has  turned  a 
dark  green  color.  However,  there  are  some  fields 
of  HoCP  96-540  that  are  showing  signs  of  rust. 
These  fields  are  the  most  advanced  (tallest)  fields 
at  this  time.  Again  this  year,  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy,  LSU 
AgCenter,  is  in  the  process  of  obtaining 
information  on  fungicide  treatments  for 
Sugarcane  Rust.  Dr.  Hoy  was  hoping  to  use  Ho 
95-988  as  the  test  variety  in  his  research  this 
year.  In  most  fields  of  Ho  95-988  that  he  has 
looked  at,  to  date,  the  rust  is  not  on  a  rampage. 
Although  rust  infestations,  again  up  to  this  time, 
are  present,  many  appear  not  to  be  producing 
spores  and  the  rust  is  not  spreading  rapidly 
within  the  field.  However,  relatively  heavy 
outbreaks  of  rust  in  HoCP  96-540  are  quite 
common  at  this  time.  It  is  hoped  that  this  is  not 


a  sign  that  96-540  may  be  losing  its  long-term 
battle  with  rust.  HoCP  96-540  should  be  able  to 
grow  through  this  early  rust  infestation  and  not 
suffer  any  yield  losses. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time  in  a  number  of 
years,  growers  are  faced  with  a  decision;  which 
variety  is  best  for  planting.  For  10  years  or  more 
there  was  no  questioning  of  what  to  plant,  just 
go  to  the  nearest  field  of  384  seedcane  and  start 
harvesting  seed.  Now  growers  must  consider 
what  variety(varieties)  they  should  plant  and 
on  what  soil  type  (sand  or  clay)  they  should 
plant  them  in.  In  this  decision  it  must  be 
considered  how  to  optimize  placement  of  seed 
plots  and  how  much  disease-free  seed  of  each 
variety  should  be  maintained  for  future  year's 
planting.  The  newer  varieties  all  have  some 
faults;  whether  it  is  disease  susceptibility  (rust 
or  smut),  insect  susceptibility,  or  the  unknown 
effects  of  early  harvest  on  the  newer  varieties. 
All  of  these  factors  influence  the  decision  of 
what  varieties  should  be  planted  this  fall.  Other 
than  test  field  data,  none  of  the  newer  varieties 
have  any  long-term  history  from  which  answers 
can  be  drawn.  Little  knowledge  is  available  on 
the  newer  varieties  and  their  reactions  to  ripener 
treatments  and  the  effects  of  delay  of  harvest 
after  recommended  treatment  dates  have  been 
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passed.  All  of  these  variables  should  be  taken 
into  consideration  before  the  final  decision  is  made 
on  what  varieties  to  plant  and  where  each  new 
variety  should  be  planted. 

The  Release  of  the  New  Variety  HoCP  00-950 

On  April  26,  2007,  Chairman  Chris  Mattingly 
called  the  meeting  of  the  Variety  Release 
Committee  to  order.  The  committee  was  made  up 
of  the  sugarcane  breeders  and  other  research 
personnel  from  the  LSU  AgCenter,  the  USDA, 
and  the  ASCL.  The  Variety  Release  Committee 
voted  to  release  the  new  variety  HoCP  00-950  to 
the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  for  commercial 
sugar  production. 

In  replicated  outfield  yield  tests  (combine 
harvested),  the  yield  of  HoCP  00-950  (sugar  per 
acre)  has  either  been  more  than  or  equal  to  HoCP 
96-540  in  plant  cane  and  stubble  crops.  Although 
tonnage  has  been  somewhat  less  than  that  of 
HoCP  96-540,  the  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  has  been 
significantly  better  (hand  harvested  samples). 
Preliminary  data  indicate  that  HoCP  00-950  is  an 
early,  high  sucrose  variety  of  cane.  It  appears  to 
be  a  variety  whose  sugar  content  increases  during 
the  harvest  season.  Additionally,  its  close 
growing  growth  pattern  and  high  population  offer 
good  early  grass  shading  ability.  Though  HoCP 
00-950  appears  to  lag  somewhat  in  height  at 
planting  time,  its  yields  in  sugar  per  acre  and 
planting  rate  have  been  equal  to  those  of  HoCP 
96-540. 

More  detailed  information  on  HoCP  00-950's 
yield  potential  can  be  found  in  this  issue  of  The 
Sugar  Bulletin  in  the  accompanying  article 
entitled,  "Notice  of  Release  of  HoCP  00-950."  Cost 
of  seedcane,  an  application  form,  and  a  complete 
list  of  secondary  stations  where  seedcane  of  HoCP 
00-950  is  available  will  be  published  in  the  July 
issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 

Additionally,  three  energy  canes  (L  79-1002, 
HoCP  9 1  -552,  and  Ho  00-96 1 )  were  released  by 
committee  vote.  These  canes  are  generally  much 
higher  in  tonnage,  but  are  also  much  higher  in 
fiber.  These  energy  canes  have  much  lower  sugar 
content  than  the  commercial  sugarcane  varieties 
that  are  released  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
for  sugar  production.  The  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  does  not  have  seedcane  of  these  three 
energy  canes  on  any  of  the  increase  stations. 
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The  variety  release  statements  for  these  canes 
are  still  in  development  and  when  they  are 
completed  more  information,  along  with  the 
release  statements  for  these  three  varieties,  will 
be  published  in  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 

Contact  Committee  Meeting 

The  date  for  the  Contact  Committee  meeting 
has  been  set  for  June  27,  2007.  The  meeting  will 
be  held  at  the  Envie'  in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana. 
Chairman  Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert  will  call  the 
meeting  to  order  at  9  a.m.  The  meeting  should 
last  until  about  noon.  Because  of  the  changing 
variety  picture  within  the  industry,  the  large 
number  of  new  varieties  from  which  to  choose, 
and  the  lack  of  history  with  the  newer  varieties,  it 
was  decided  that  this  year's  Contact  Committee 
meeting  should  address  the  best  use  of  the  new 
varieties.  It  is  hoped  that  the  information 
presented  at  the  Contact  Committee  meeting  will 
help  the  industry  maximize  the  yield  potential  that 
is  available  in  the  newly  released  varieties. 
Additional  information  will  be  presented  on  the 
disease  problems  of  rust  and  smut  and  their 
interactions  with  the  more  recent  releases. 

The  basic  breeding  program  has  been  the 
source  of  many  genetic  characteristics 
incorporated  into  the  commercial  sugarcane 
varieties  grown  here  in  Louisiana.  Dr.  Anna  Hale, 
recently  hired  by  the  USDA  sugarcane  lab,  is  now 
responsible  for  the  basic  program  at  the  station 
and  has  a  very  good  grasp  of  the  basic  breeding 
program's  potential  for  providing  genes  that  can 
increase  yields,  cold  tolerance  and  stubbling 
ability.  Dr.  Hale  will  present  her  vision  for  this 
program  and  its  potential  for  maximizing  our 
profitability.  Additional  topics  to  be  covered  will 
be  the  potential  development  of  GMO  sugarcane 
varieties  for  Louisiana  and  the  release  of  three 
energy  canes. 

A  meal  will  be  provided  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  contact  committee  meeting.  All  attendees  are 
invited  to  attend  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
Board  meeting  which  will  begin  at  1 :30  p.m.  the 
same  afternoon. 

American  Society  of  Sugarcane  Technologists 

Members  of  the  ASSCT  are  reminded  that  the 
37th  Annual  Joint  Meeting  of  the  Florida  and 
Louisiana  Divisions  of  the  ASSCT  will  be  held 


June  13-15,  2007  at  the  Sheraton  New  Orleans 
Hotel,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  During  the  two 
days  of  presentations,  there  are  a  number  of 
pertinent  papers  being  presented  in  both  the 
Agricultural  Sections  and  the  Manufacturing 
Sections.  Additionally,  there  are  numerous 
displays  of  interest  for  viewing.  Further 
information  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  Dr. 
Denver  Loupe  at  the  LSU  AgCenter.  Dr.  Loupe 
can  be  contacted  at  (225)  578-6930  or  additional 
information  about  the  meeting  can  be  obtained 
from  the  ASSCT  web  site  at  www.assct.org. 

Sugarcane  Meetings  and  Field  Days  For  2007 

The  following  dates  and  times  for  upcoming 
sugarcane  meetings  are  provided  by  Benjamin  L. 
Legendre,  Ph.D.,  Sugarcane  Specialist  and 
Professor,  LSU  AgCenter.  Please  attend  your  local 
Field  Day;  the  researchers  are  always  appreciative 
of  an  opportunity  to  show  off  their  work. 
Additionally,  if  possible  growers  should  pay  a 
visit  to  the  AgCenter  breeding  station  at  St. 
Gabriel,  Louisiana  or  to  the  ARS  sugarcane 
breeding  station  in  Houma,  Louisiana.  The  more 
input  researchers  get  from  individual  growers  and 
the  industry  as  a  whole,  the  more  they  will  be  able 
to  respond  to  the  needs  of  this  industry. 

Listed  below  are  those  events  of  interest  to  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  for  the  Summer  of 
2007.  The  times  listed  for  field  days  are  for  the 
actual  start  time  of  the  function  itself.  Registration 
generally  begins  at  least  one  hour  prior  to  the 
event. 


Date  and  Time 


June  1 -9:00  AM 


Calendar  of  Events 


Terrebonne  Parish  Area 

Sugarcane  Field  Day 

USDA-ARS,SRRC 

Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory 

Ardoyne  Farm,  Bull  Run  Road  (TP  19) 

Chacahoula,  LA 

June  19-29  23nd  Annual  Raw  Cane  Sugar 

Manufacturers'  Institute 

Department  of  Agriculture 

and  Office  of  Continuing  Education 

Nicholls  State  University 

Thibodaux,  LA 


June  13-15        37th  Annual  Joint  Meeting  of  the 

American  Society  of 

Sugar  Cane  Technologists  (ASSCT) 

Louisiana  &  Florida  Divisions 

Sheraton  New  Orleans 

New  Orleans,  LA 


June  27 -9:00  AM 


June  2 1-24 


June  23  -  TB  A 


ASCL  Contact 

Committee  Meeting 

Envie',  Thibodaux,  LA 

Louisiana  Farm  Bureau 

Federation  Convention 

New  Orleans  Marriott  Hotel 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Commodity  Conferences 

Louisiana  Farm  Bureau 

Federation  Convention 

New  Orleans  Marriott  Hotel 

New  Orleans,  LA 


July  16-27  Cane  Sugar  Refiners'  Institute 

Department  of  Agriculture 

and  Office  of  Continuing  Education 

Nicholls  State  University,  Thibodaux,  LA 

July  17  -  3:00  PM  Vermilion  Parish 

Sugarcane  Summer  School 

LCES  Office  Bldg.  Conference  Room 

Abbeville,  LA 

July  18  -  9:00  AM  LSU  Area  Sugarcane 

Field  Day  [Iberville,  Pointe  Coupee, 

St.  Charles,  St.  John,  West  Baton 

Rouge  (Host  Parish)] 

Sugar  Research  Station 

St.  Gabriel,  LA 


July  19 -8:30  AM 


Lafourche  Parish 

Sugarcane  Field  Day 

American  Legion  Home 

Raceland,  LA 


July  20 -2:00  PM 


St.  Martin/Lafayette/ 

St.  Landry  Parishes 

Sugarcane  Field  Day 

Levert-St.  John,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

(with  Inside  Program  at  Woodmen-of-  the- 

World  Building,  St.  Martinville) 
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July  23  -  9:00  AM       Avoyelles/Rapides  Parish 

Fall  Practices  Meeting 

Bunkie  Civic  Center 

(Old  Bunkie  Bank  Meeting  Room) 

Bunkie,  LA 


August  2-9:30  AM  Certified  Prescribed 

Burn  Manager  Training 

Sugar  Station  Conference  Room 

(Brick  Building),  St.  Gabriel,  LA 


July  24 -9:00  AM 


July  25-28 


Ascension/Assumption 

Parish  Sugarcane  Tour 

and  Field  Day 

LCES  Office,  1 19  Robin  Street 

Napoleonville,  LA 

XXVI  Congress  International 

Society  of  Sugar  Cane 

Technologists  (ISSCT) 

Pre-Congress  Tours 

Durbin,  South  Africa 


July  29- August  2 
August  3-6 
August  7-8 
August  4-8 


July  26 -4:30  PM 


Iberia/St.  Mary  Parish 

Sugarcane  Field  Day 

Iberia  Research  Station 

Jeanerette,  LA 

(with  Inside  Program  at  Ward  8 

Recreation  Center,  Jeanerette) 


XXVI  Congress,  ISSCT 
Durbin,  South  Africa 

ISSCT  Post-Congress  Tour 
Mauritius 

ISSCT  Post-Congress  Tour 
Reunion 

24th  International 

Sweetener  Symposium 

Silverado  Resort 

Napa  Valley,  C  A 


Kleemtek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Do  You  Have  a  Written  Crop  Lease? 


Tie  majority  of  sugarcane  land  in  Louisiana 
is  rented.  This  means  that  some  type  of 
lease  agreement  exists  between  the 
grower  and  the  landowner  concerning,  among 
other  things,  the  terms  of  payment  for  the  use 
of  the  land.  Agricultural  lease  agreements  can 
take  many  forms:  share  leases  versus  cash 
leases;  oral  leases  versus  written  leases;  and 
one  year  lease  terms  versus  multiyear  lease 
terms.  Crop  leases  are  strongly  influenced  by 
local  customs  and  tradition.  This  is  an  advantage 
in  the  sense  that  lease  arrangements  are  fairly 
stable  over  time.  However,  this  also  may  result 
in  lease  agreements  being  slow  to  change  in 
response  to  changing  economic  conditions, 
adopted  production  technology,  or  other  factors. 
In  Louisiana,  both  oral  and  written  crop  leases 
are  legal  types  of  agricultural  lease  agreements. 
Written  leases  are  preferred  because  they 
provide  a  clear,  indisputable  record  of  what  was 
agreed  to  by  both  grower  and  landowner. 
Sugarcane  production  also  has  some  unique 
characteristics,  compared  with  other  crops, 
which  makes  written  leases  highly  desirable. 
Some  of  these  characteristics  include  being  a 
perennial  crop,  having  an  extended  seedcane 
expansion  phase,  having  relatively  high 
planting  and  production  costs  per  acre  and,  in 
some  areas,  being  subject  to  relatively  increased 
threat  from  commercial  or  residential 
development. 


Louisiana  lease  law,  including  regulations 
governing  agricultural  leases,  are  found  in  the 
Louisiana  Civil  Code.  Article  2671  of  the  Civil 
Code  identifies  agricultural  leases  as  one  of  the 
types  of  leases  recognized  under  Louisiana  law. 
Article  268 1  states  that  legal  leases  may  either  be 
oral  or  written  agreements.  Article  2677  states 
that  when  the  parties  to  an  agricultural  lease  agree 
that  the  rent  will  consist  of  a  portion  of  the  crops, 
that  portion  is  considered  at  all  times  the  property 
of  the  lessor  (landowner). 

Article  2680  specifies  the  legal  duration  of  an 
agricultural  lease.  If  the  parties  have  not  agreed 
on  the  specific  duration  of  the  lease  term, 
agricultural  leases  shall  have  a  year  to  year  term. 
This  article  basically  implies  that  should  a 
landowner  decide  to  sell  land  on  which  a 
sugarcane  crop  is  growing,  the  lease  with  the 
grower  can  be  terminated  in  the  current  year,  unless 
a  lease  agreement  exists  stating  an  alternative 
termination  date. 

This  provision  is  important  because  it  provides 
legal  guidance  as  to  what  compensation  is 
allowable  to  the  grower  in  cases  when  a  lease  is 
terminated  due  to  the  sale  of  cropland  or  for  some 
other  reason.  The  provision  can  be  interpreted  to 
allow  for  compensation  to  the  grower  for  any 
planting  or  production  expenses  actually  incurred 
up  to  the  time  of  lease  termination.  However,  it 
does  not  provide  any  legal  guidance  relating  to 
compensation  of  lost  future  net  returns  that  would 
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be  denied  the  grower  if  the  land  was  sold  and  the 
crop  cycle  was  interrupted  prematurely. 

This  lease  law  provision  has  important 
implications  for  sugarcane  production  in 
Louisiana.  The  extended  seedcane  expansion 
phase  as  well  as  the  multiyear  production  phase 
of  sugarcane  production  in  the  state  could  leave 
sugarcane  growers  vulnerable  to  the  inability  to 
fully  recoup  their  investment  should  a  tract  of 
sugarcane  land  be  sold  and  taken  out  of 
production  prior  to  the  end  of  the  normal  crop 
cycle.  This  is  especially  critical  in  times  like  now 
when  so  much  of  the  state's  industry  is  trying  to 
rotate  out  of  one  variety  and  into  new  varieties. 
Loss  of  a  seedcane  tract  of  a  new  variety  means 
much  more  to  growers  than  just  the  loss  of  planting 
costs  incurred  up  to  a  point  in  time.  Availability 
of  additional  seedcane,  delay  of  starting  a  new 
crop  cycle  and  change  to  the  overall  farm  acreage 
rotation  are  just  a  few  of  the  results  of  loss  of 
cropland  which  could  have  financial  implications 
to  growers  for  which  they  may  have  no  legal 
compensation  due. 

This  is  why  having  a  written  crop  lease  is  so 
important.  It  provides  a  clear,  indisputable  record 
of  what  both  parties  agreed  to  and  should  also 
include  language  concerning  what  rights  and 
compensation  the  grower  can  expect  in  cases 
where  the  lease  would  be  terminated  prematurely 
or  before  the  end  of  the  crop  cycle.  A  written 
crop  lease  agreement  should  contain  at  least  the 
following  minimum  requirements: 

( 1 )  It  should  specify  a  definite  period  for  which 
the  lease  is  to  run. 

(2)  It  should  contain  an  accurate  description 
of  the  property. 

(3)  It  should  state  the  kind  and  amount  of  rent 
to  be  paid,  as  well  as  the  time  and  place  of 
payment. 

(4)  It  should  state  functions  or  services  to  be 
provided  by  both  parties. 

(5)  It  should  contain  the  signatures  of  both 
parties. 

(6)  For  sugarcane,  it  should  include  language 
specifying  what  compensation  should  be 
paid  to  or  what  provisions  should  be 
provided  for  the  grower  in  cases  when  the 
land  is  sold  or  the  lease  is  terminated. 

Sugarcane  production  in  Louisiana  is  generally 
more  expensive  than  for  other  crops.    Planting 
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costs  and  production  costs  are  high  on  a  per 
acre  basis.  Growers  have  a  great  deal  of  money 
invested  in  a  growing  sugarcane  crop.  That 
investment  should  be  protected,  to  some  extent, 
from  production  interruptions  due  to  land  sales, 
pipelines  or  other  factors  which  could  have 
adverse  financial  implications  for  growers.  Well 
thought  out  and  well  written  crop  lease 
agreements  are  a  means  of  providing  some 
protection  to  a  grower's  crop  investment. 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 


Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer  (LicenseM5M7) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser #01249 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


Legislative  Update 
Sugar  Day  at  the  Legislature 


The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  State 
Legislative  Committee  met  on  April  25,  with 
Chairman  Pete  Dufresne  presiding,  to 
consider  bills  in  the  2007  Regular  Session  of  the 
Legislature  which  could  possibly  impact  farmers 
or  mills.  League  staff  presented  a  number  of 
proposed  laws,  sorted  out  of  the  nearly  two 
thousand  which  had  been  filed,  for  the  ones  most 
likely  to  gain  our  support  or  opposition. 

The  following  bills  have  been  selected  to  either 
take  action  on  or  to  monitor.  A  bill  is  monitored  if 
it  has  the  potential  to  affect  us.  As  we  go  to 
press  no  bills  have  actually  been  enacted  nor 
have  any  actually  been  killed. 

HB  29  Rep.  Frith  -  Provides  for  an  exemption 
from  state  sales  tax  for  irrigation  equipment. 
Support 

HB  34  Rep.  McDonald  -  Provides  for 
suspension  of  state  sales  tax  for  utilities.   Support 

HB  206  Rep.  Jack  Smith  -  Provides  for  income 
tax  deduction  for  farm  income  for  recovery  years. 
Support 

HB  208  Rep.  Jack  Smith  -  Provides  60  cents 
per  mile  for  crop  transportation.  Support 

HB  511  Rep.  St  Germain  -  Prohibits  closing  of 
at  grade  railroad  crossing  in  some  circumstances. 
Support 

HB  55 1  Rep.  Strain  -  Provides  a  refundable  tax 
credit  for  producers  of  biofuels.    Support 

HB  574  Rep.  Morrish  -  Provides  for  sales  tax 
exemption  for  certain  farm  equipment.  Support 

HB  576  Rep.  Tucker  -  Repeals  the  minimum 
standards  for  mandated  biofuel  use.  Oppose 

HB  635  Rep.  Fannin  -  Provides  sales  tax 
exemption  for  agricultural  use  of  utilities.  Support 


HB  766  Rep.  Fannin  -  Changes  the  requirement 
on  foreign  worker  relative  to  the  number  of  days 
remaining  on  worker's  visa  from  180  days  to  60 
days  to  be  licensed  in  state.    Support 

HB  852  Rep.  Daniel  -  Repeals  the  minimum 
standards  for  mandated  biofuel  use.    Oppose 

HB  855  Rep.  Townsend  -  Provides  refundable 
tax  credit  for  biofuel  producers  and  retailers. 
Support 

SB  9  Sen.  Hines  -  Repeals  third  axle 
requirement.  This  bill  has  been  amended  in 
committee  to  delete  the  repeal  and  instead  to 
move  the  effective  date  for  the  third  axle  to  the 
year  2015.  Support 

SB  26  Sen  Nevers  -  Gives  local  government 
the  option  of  excluding  sales  taxes  on  farm 
machinery  and  equipment.    Support 

SB  350  Sen.  Nevers  -  Provides  a  refundable 
tax  credit  for  fuel  costs  equal  5  cents  per  mile  per 
ton  on  the  way  to  the  processor.  Support 

These  bills  can  be  tracked  from  your  computer 
to  see  the  actual  language  and  the  details  by 
logging  on  to  the  state  web  site.  The  site  is  easily 
navigated.        The      web       address       is: 
www.legis.state.la.us 


Sugar  Day  at  the  Legislature  was  a  huge 
success!  Scores  of  sugar  folks  showed  up  at  the 
Capitol  for  an  afternoon  of  watching  your 
legislature  in  action.  Most  were  pressed  into 
lobbying  duties  and  legislators  were  impressed 
with  how  interested  and  articulate  they  were. 
Real  progress  was  gained  with  this  effort. 
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J'rom  tfiefieCcCto  t  fie  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystal lizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  •  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(Q)honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


ty/ZER  CO' 

True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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SugarTech 


Offering  a  New  Choice  for 
High-Quality  Seedcane 

SugarTech  seedcane  meets  quality  standards  enforced  by  LDAF 
that  can  help  improve  your  cane  production.  Planting  certified 
seedcane  is  your  quickest  route  to  healthier,  full-scale  production. 

Our  seedcane  is  continually  checked  for  diseases  and  is 
produced  under  stringent  quality  control  standards  in  highly 
sanitary  conditions. 

Ask  your  Helena  representative  to  explain  the  advantages  of  the 
SugarTech  system.  Then  go  with  a  certified  source  of  seedcane- 
SugarTech! 


Thibodaux       St.  Martinville 
985-446-5881     337-394-3875 


SugarTech 


New  Roads  Bunkie 

225-638-7056    318-346-6651 


HELENA)  People...Products...Knowledge 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-O  /  /  -Dt-O^L/tlTN  U  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 


.  louisianalandbank.  com . 
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Notice  of  Release  of  Sugarcane  Variety  HoCP  00-950 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

Washington  D.C.  20250 

And 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70803 

And 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70301 


The  Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  working  cooperatively  to  develop  improved  sugarcane  varieties, 
have  jointly  developed  and  hereby  announce  the  release  of  a  new  sugarcane  variety,  HoCP  00-950, 
for  commercial  planting  in  the  summer  of  2007. 

HoCP  00-950  is  a  product  of  the  cross  between  HoCP  93-750  and  HoCP  92-676  made  at  Canal  Point 
(CP)  Florida  in  1995  and  selected  at  Houma  (Ho),  Louisiana,  in  1997.  HoCP  00-950  has  a  close 
ancestral  relationship  with  L  99-226  and  a  more  distant  relationship  with  LCP  85-384,  Ho  95-988, 
HoCP  96-540,  L  97-128,  and  L  99-233.  The  variety  has  a  high  population  of  medium-sized  stalks  that 
turn  greenish-yellow  when  exposed  to  sunlight.  Its  stalk  number  is  1 10%  and  weight  is  9 1  %  of  HoCP 
96-540,  Louisiana's  current  industry  standard  for  variety  comparison  purposes,  when  averaged  over 
plant,  first-ratoon  and  second-ratoon  crops.  Similar  to  HoCP  96-540  and  other  recently  released 
varieties,  HoCP  00-950  is  a  good  stubbling  variety. 

Yield  data  from  a  total  of  5 1  mechanically  harvested,  replicated  yield  trials  in  environments 
representative  of  the  sugar  industry  in  Louisiana  indicate  that  HoCP  00-950  produces  gross  cane 
yields  that  are  slightly  less  than  HoCP  96-540  (31.7  vs.  32.3  tons/acre  =  98%),  but  because  of  its 
higher  sugar  content  at  harvest  (296  vs.  276  lbs. /ton  =107%),  its  recoverable  sugar  per  acre  has  been 
slightly  higher  (9380  vs.  8940  lbs.  sugar/acre  =  105%)  than  HoCP  96-540  in  combined  harvests  from 
plant-,  first-  and  second-ratoon  crops.  HoCP  00-950  is  an  early-maturing  variety  that  continues  to 
accumulate  sugar  throughout  the  normal  harvest  season  in  Louisiana.  Numerous  field  observations 
suggest  that  HoCP  00-950  grows  at  a  slower  pace  in  the  late-winter  and  early-spring;  however,  by 
harvest  time  cane  yields  are  similar  to  currently  grown  varieties  due  in  part  to  its  high  stalk  population. 
Like  HoCP  96-540,  HoCP  00-950's  leaves  do  not  tightly  adhere  to  the  stalk,  but  it  tends  to  lodge 
slightly  more.  Nevertheless,  it  should  be  well  adapted  to  harvesting  by  both  chopper  (combine)  and 
whole-stalk  harvesters.  When  harvesting  green  with  chopper  harvesters,  timely  removal  of  the 
residue  blanket  is  encouraged  to  expedite  the  emergence  of  this  variety  in  the  spring. 

HoCP  00-950  is  resistant  to  sugarcane  mosaic  virus  (strains  A,  B,  and  D)  and  sorghum  mosaic 
virus  (strains  H,  I,  and  M).  The  variety  is  resistant  to  smut  (Ustilago  scitaminea  Sydow)  and  rust 
(Puccinia  melanocephala  H.  and  P.  Syd.)  and  is  moderately  susceptible  to  leaf  scald  [Xanthomonas 
albilineans  (Ashby)  Dowson]  diseases.  It  is  more  susceptible  to  ratoon  stunting  disease  [Leifsonia 
xyli  subsp.  xyli  (Davis  et  al.)  Evtushenko  et  al.]  than  most  sugarcane  varieties  that  have  been 
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recently  released  in  Louisiana.  As  a  result,  it  may  sustain  significant  reductions  in  yields  of  both 
cane  and  sugar  in  stubble  crops  from  this  disease.  It  is  essential  that  seed  cane  of  this  variety  be  free 
or  nearly  free  of  this  disease  to  fully  realize  its  yield  potential.  Based  on  field  observations  in  yield 
trials  and  seed  increase  areas,  HoCP  00-950  is  no  more  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  yellow  leaf  virus 
than  current  commercially  grown  varieties. 

HoCP  00-950  is  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer  [Diatraea  saccharalis  (F.)].  Hence,  it  should 
be  scouted  frequently  to  insure  timely  insecticide  applications  and  should  not  be  grown  in  areas 
where  insecticides  cannot  be  applied. 

Field  observations  suggest  that  HoCP  00-950  is  not  any  more  susceptible  to  herbicides  commonly 
used  for  the  control  of  problematic  weeds  than  currently  grown  varieties.  The  response  of  HoCP  00- 
950  to  glyphosate  ripener  applications  has  not  been  determined. 

Seed  cane  of  HoCP00-950  will  be  distributed  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A., 
Inc.,  in  accordance  with  procedures  to  be  announced  to  all  sugarcane  growers  in  Louisiana  on  or 
after  July  1,  2007.  Inquiries  concerning  seed  cane  should  be  directed  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  206  East  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301.  Neither  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  nor  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  has  seed  cane  available  for  distribution. 

Dr.  Judith  B.  St.  John 

Associate  Deputy  Administrator,  USDA,  Agricultural  Research  Service 

Dr.  David  Boethel 

Director,  LSU  AgCenter,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 


Mr.  Jessie  Breaux 

President,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
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RE-CONDITIONED 
11   X20 

HAND  PLANTER 


„   HEARNE  CANE  PLANTERS 

MANUFACTURERS  OF  1,  2  &  3  ROW  CANE  PLANTERS 


337.942.8180  ■  2440  POWERS  STREET  ■  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 
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Summary  of  results  comparing  the  yield  of  HoCP  00-950  in  45  combine-harvested,  replicated  trials  on 
light-  and  heavy-textured  soils  from  2004  -  2006. 


Plant  Cane  means  over 

three  years  (2004  -  2006)  at  25  locations 

Sugar/ 

Tons/ 

Sugar/ 

Weight/ 

Stalks/ 

Variety 

acre 

acre 

ton 

stalk 

acre 

(lbs.) 

(tons) 

(lbs.) 

(lbs.) 

(no.) 

LCP  85-384 

7396    - 

27.3    - 

271    - 

1.80    - 

30665 

HoCP  96-540 

9456 

33.8   + 

280    - 

2.33   + 

29533 

L97-128 

8651    - 

31.4 

276    - 

2.35   + 

26987     - 

L  99-226 

10065   + 

34.3    + 

294 

2.69    + 

26076     - 

L  99-233 

9204 

33.7    + 

272    - 

1.86    - 

36840    + 

HoCP  00-950 

9574 

32.1 

298 

2.07 

31323 

First  stubble  means  over 

two  years 

(2005  -  2006)  at  15  locations 

Sugar/ 

Tons/ 

Sugar/ 

Weight/ 

Stalks/ 

Variety 

acre 

acre 

ton 

stalk 

acre 

(lbs.) 

(tons) 

(lbs.) 

(lbs.) 

(no.) 

LCP  85-384 

7075    - 

26.2    - 

270    - 

1.56    - 

34209 

HoCP  91-555 

8046 

28.7 

280    - 

1.74 

33286 

HoCP  96-540 

8461 

30.0 

282    - 

2.01    + 

30522 

L97-128 

7906    - 

28.9 

273    - 

2.07    + 

28351     - 

L  99-226 

9506  + 

32.0    + 

2% 

2.39   + 

27199     - 

L  99-233 

8184 
8588 

30.2 

271    - 

1.64    - 

37829    + 

HoCP  00-950 

28,9 

297 

1.79 

32706 

Second  stubble  means  for  one  year  (2006)  at  5  locations. 

Sugar/ 

Tons/ 

Sugar/ 

Weight/ 

Stalks/ 

Variety 

acre 

acre 

ton 

stalk 

acre 

(lbs.) 

(tons) 

(lbs.) 

(lbs.) 

(no.) 

LCP  85-384 

7429- 

28.3    - 

263    - 

1.64    - 

35954 

HoCP  91-555 

8040- 

30.4 

266    - 

1.67    - 

37413 

HoCP  96-540 

9074 

33.0 

273    - 

2.06 

32835 

L  97-128 

9151 

32.3 

284 

2.13 

30516 

L  99-226 

9417 

31.9 

297 

2.15   + 

31265 

L99-233 

9041 
9959 

32.7 
33.9 

276 

1.75 

37790 

HoCP  00-950 

294 

1.93 

35931 

Yields  which  are  significantly  higher  or  lower  (P=0.05)  than  estimates  for  HoCP  00-950  are  noted 
with  a "+"  or "-"  respectively. 
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M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

Farm  Equipment 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL  OR  NO  DEAL" 

Introducing 
The  NEW  "Mark  3"  &  "Mark  5" 


The  Revolutionary 
"Mark  3" 

A  UNIQUE  3  ROW 
CULTIVATOR  THAT  CAN 
BE  EASILY  CONVERTED 
INTO  THE  NEW 

"MARK  5" 


The  New 
"Mark  5" 

A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will 

cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

time  period  than  a  3  row. 

The  fuel  and  labor  savings 

could  be  as  much  as  $  1 .00 

or  more  per  acre. 


New  Tapered 

Timken  Style  Bearings 

Available  on  "Mark  3" 

ex  "MARK  5" 


205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 

1998  Freightliner  truck  w/sleeper,  70,000  miles  on  overhaul,  excellent  condition,  asking 
$20,000.  42'Drop  Deck  Water  Wagon  w/poly  tanks,  asking  $5,000.  Call  337-278-1563. 

10  Davis  type  Billet  Cane  Carts  -  $6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Fabian  LeMaire  at  337-519-1983 
or  337-276-5975. 

(2)  JD  7510  tractors,  good  condition  -  5,  000  hrs.;  JD  7420  tractor,  good  condition,  400  hrs. 
Call  225-716-0551 

(2)  2000  MX135,  low  hrs.,  Case  Tractors;  1997  Hi-crop  JD  7410,  good  condition,.   Call 
225-337-0149  (mobile)  or  225-545-8325  (home). 

(5)  45'  Billet  Cane  Trailers  built  by  David  Louviere,  asking  $7,000/trailer.    Call  Wilson 
Viator  at  337-856-4622  or  337-288-4192. 

Dual  Hubs  for  Magnum,  Iron  Dual  Wheels  like  new,  duals  to  fit  MX- 120  for  offbaring; 
various  quick  hitches  also  for  sale.  Call  337-319-0574. 

(2)  1066  Hi-Clear,  (2)  1066  Hi-Clear  for  parts,  1  set  of  JD  3-row,  other  misc.  farm  equipment. 
Call  337-523-0356. 

Billett  Cane  Grab  with  360°  turnhead  - 
$5,000;  (3)  2  axle  Field  Transport  Carts  - 
$2,500  each;  7x27'  Front  Feed  Continous 
Planter  -  $10,000;  Weigh  Boy  Truck  Scale 
-  $10,000;  3-Row  Prime  Plow  w/Off  bars  & 
shields  $7,000.  Call  318-201-5790  or  318- 
346-2166. 

WANTED:    Used  Propane  or  Amonia 
Tanks  100-300  gal.  Call  337-319-0574. 

WANTED-  4  High  Dump  Wagons.  Call 
Rivers  Patout,  Sterling  Sugars,  Inc.  337- 

WANTED 

Sugar  Cane  Harvesters 
40'  Cane  Trailers 

Call 

Intersales  Process  Equipment 

(713)  729-6500 

(713)  447-9890  cell 

e-mail:  dee@intersalesprocess.com 

828-0620. 

Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 

Ouachita  £/  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 

Farm  Works  Software 

'?•    fr,                   FARM 

Computerized  maps  and  much  more! 

Contact  me  to  find  out  what  myself  and 

many  other  sugarcane  growers  are  using. 

(985)369-6611               (985)513-0791 
Ronald  Woods        rw1 09@charter.net 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 

Brown  &  Brown  of  Louisiana 

Lafayette,  LA 

Capital  One  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Case  IH 

Racine,  WI 

CoBank 

St.  Louis,  MO 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

Cottonport,  LA 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 

Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 

First  South  ACA 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

John  Deere  Thibodaux,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 
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Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

White  Castle  Fertilizer  Co-op 

White  Castle,  LA 


M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 


Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Farmers  on  the  Hill 

RMA  Lowers  Crop  Insurance  Rates 

"Wanted"  New  Members 

No  Appeals 


Capital  Hill  in  Washington  is  becoming  a 
familiar  meeting  place  for  many  of 
America's  sugar  farmers.  In  the  past 
month  Louisiana's  cane  farmers  and  millers  have 
made  numerous  trips  to  the  capital  city.  Our  cane 
sugar  brethren  from  Florida,  Texas  and  Hawaii, 
as  well  as  sugar  beet  producers  from  across  the 
country  are  making  regular  trips  to  "Walk  the 
Halls  of  Congress"  to  tell  our  story  and  provide 
testimony. 

The  Current  U.S.  Sugar  Policy  has  worked  well 
for  taxpayers,  grocery  shoppers,  farmers  and 
America's  Food  security.  We  are  urging 
congress  to  maintain  the  provisions  of  the  current 
program  and  provide  a  modest  loan  rate  increase 
to  help  bring  our  industry  in  line  with  21st  century 
costs.  Our  loan  rate  has  been  frozen  since  1985 
even  though  inflation  has  been  87%  over  that 
time. 

RMA  Lowers  Crop  Insurance  Rates 

The  Risk  Management  Agency,  which  is  the 
group  that  administers  the  federal  crop  insurance 
program,  has  undertaken  a  review  of  the  premium 
rates  for  the  current  sugar  cane  crop  insurance 
policy.  Preliminary  results  of  the  review 
indicate  that  on  average  across  the  state 
premiums  will  be  lowered  by  40%.  Premiums 
for  each  parish  vary,  so  your  reduction  may  be 
higher  or  lower  than  40%.  Your  crop  insurance 


agent  should  be  able  to  provide  more  detailed 
information  as  to  when  you  can  expect  to  see  a 
reduction  in  your  premiums. 

Our  proposal  for  a  new  "Group  Risk  Policy" 
for  sugar  cane  continues  to  make  its  way  through 
the  approval  process.  We  continue  to  work  with 
Farm  Bureau  and  our  consultants  on  the  effort. 
The  next  meeting  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance 
Committee  is  scheduled  for  September. 

"Wanted"  New  Members 

We  are  undertaking  an  effort  to  improve 
membership  in  the  League.  Our  plan  is  to  target 
businesses  and  individuals  who  rely  on  a  healthy 
sugar  industry  for  their  financial  well  being.  We 
are  also  attempting  to  improve  the  level  of  support 
that  we  receive  form  landowners  who  rely  on  a 
healthy  sugar  industry  to  support  land  values 
and  rental  income.  If  you  know  of  a  prospective 
new  member  please  forward  the  name  and  contact 
information  to  our  office.  Once  we  have  compiled 
this  prospect  list  we  will  begin  a  campaign  to 
sign  up  these  new  members. 

No  Appeals 

The  date  to  file  appeals  on  the  disaster 
assistance  program  has  passed  and  no  appeals 
were  filed.  That  means  that  the  final  $  1  million  in 
disaster  assistance  money  will  be  distributed 
shortly. 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


HaiQrie' 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  '  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  #  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


f=fr   ©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
lendIh    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


YOUR  BY-PRODUCT  HAS  ALWAYS  BEEN  A  CO-PRODUCT 

QLF  Value  Adde& 

Commodity 


WE  chose  the  high  road  from  the  beginning  and  have  never  looked  back! 

The  world  price  of  molasses  has  doubled  in  recent  years 

Houston,  TX  Market  $  (short  ton,  79.5°  brix) 

Does  not  accurately  reflect: 
.    New  Orleans  market 
.    Florida  market 
.    US  market 
.    Wholesale  versus  Resale  prices 

(USDA  molasses  market  report  discontinued  years  ago) 


m 


ring  you  consistently  higher 
returns  year  after  year  over 
the  long  run  by  moving  your 
molasses  into  value  added 
products  in  the  liquid  feed 
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'e  Are  Not  A  Trading  Company 


Quality  Liquid  Feeds  Inc.  •  3586  Hwy  23  N  -  Dodgeville,  WI 
800-236-2345  •  www.qlf.com 
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CANE  EQUIPMENT 
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NEW  FOR 
2007! 


L-J~\-m 
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Case  10.3/355hp  Engine 

New  Crop  Dividers  for  New  Louisiana  Varieties 

New  Tracks  -  Double  The  Life 

Other  New  Features 

Same  Ease  of  Service 

Case  Austoft  Cane  Combine 


See  it  in  stock  at  Broussard  Cane  Equipment 
this  summer! 


Sales    Parts    Service 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Farm  Bill  Markups  Begin 

Trade  Talks  Drag  Forward 

Senate  Continues  Immigration  and  Energy  Efforts 

USDA  WASDE  June  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


The  House  Agriculture  subcommittees 
continued  marking  up  farm  legislation  in 
early  June,  including  a  markup  of  the 
sugar  title  that  simply  extended  the  current  title 
through  2012.  The  full  committee  has  set  aside 
three  days  for  a  full  committee  markup  on  June 
26-28,  where  a  number  of  amendments  with 
budgetary  implications  will  be  offered  for  the  first 
time.  If  the  markup  goes  smoothly,  the  farm  bill 
could  be  on  the  House  floor  in  mid- July. 

The  Senate  schedule  is  in  flux,  with  no  clear 
pathway  for  developing  a  package  that  would 
bring  the  Agriculture  Committee  Members 
together.  Senate  Agriculture  Chairman  Tom 
Harkin  (D-IA)  has  an  agreement  to  bring  a  farm 
bill  to  the  floor  in  July,  but  the  continuing  delays 
in  moving  immigration,  energy  and  other  high- 
profile  bills  through  that  body  could  prevent 
action  before  the  August  recess.  A  fierce  battle 
over  payment  limitations,  particularly  an  attempt 
to  lower  the  restrictions  on  program  participation 
affecting  individuals  with  high  adjusted  gross 
incomes,  could  wreck  efforts  to  build  consensus 
on  new  farm  bill  policies.  Should  consensus  on 
new  legislative  proposals  prove  difficult,  the 
Senate  could  opt  to  extend  the  current  farm  bill 


to  move  the  matter  to  a  conference  negotiation 
with  the  House. 

Grower  and  processor  representatives  of  the 
League  visited  Washington  in  early  June  to  meet 
with  key  leaders,  including  the  congressional 
delegation  and  select  members  of  the  committee, 
to  stress  the  importance  of  maintaining  and 
improving  upon  the  current  structure  of  the  sugar 
program.  Additional  meetings  are  planned  with 
other  key  lawmakers  in  the  coming  weeks, 
particularly  after  the  July  4th  recess. 

At  the  time  of  this  writing,  the  House 
Agriculture  Committee  was  awaiting  analysis 
from  the  Congressional  Budget  Office  (CBO)  on 
the  budget  costs  of  specific  changes  to  farm  law, 
including  provisions  to  implement  the 
recommendations  of  the  industry.  CBO  currently 
projects  a  $  1 30  million  per  year  cost  to  continuing 
the  sugar  program  because  of  concerns  that 
Mexican  imports  will  lead  to  significant 
forfeitures.  A  favorable  budget  score  on  our 
recommendations  would  increase  the  prospects 
that  our  recommendations  will  be  accepted  by 
the  committee  chairman  and  by  the  full  committee. 
A  score  that  shows  our  recommendations  costing 
more  than  the  current  CBO  baseline  for  the  sugar 


program  would  put  us  in  the  same  position  as 
many  of  the  traditional  commodity  program 
participants,  i.e.  needing  budgetary  offsets  to 
utilize  the  reserve  funds  provided  the  Chairman. 
While  we  all  have  high  hopes  for  approval  of 
our  recommendations  to  improve  the  safety  net 
for  our  producers,  these  budgetary  problems 
will  shadow  the  committee's  activities  and  will 
play  a  pivotal  role  in  developing  the  final  farm 
bill  package. 

TVade  Talks  Drag  Forward 

Trade  negotiators  continue  to  engage  in 
discussions  in  hopes  of  jump-starting  WTO 
talks,  with  new  signals  that  developed  countries 
may  be  moving  toward  a  significant 
breakthrough  later  this  summer,  but  no  details 
on  agricultural  sector  movement.  Meanwhile, 
it  appears  that  the  trade  promotion  authority 
will  expire  at  the  end  of  June,  with  no  plans  for 
renewing  that  authority  in  the  immediate  future. 

Senate  Continues  Immigration  and  Energy 
Efforts 

The  Senate  grappled  with  immigration  reform 
on  the  sidelines  while  attempting  to  approve  a 
new  energy  bill  in  June.  While  it  seems 
increasingly  unlikely  that  the  immigration 
package  will  contain  needed  reforms  to  the  H2 A 
process,  the  highly  emotional  battles  on  larger 
immigration  issues  that  continue  to  drive  this 
process  increases  the  uncertainty  about  the 
ability  of  Congress  to  reach  a  consensus  at  this 
time. 

The  Senate  continues  to  debate  the  energy 
bill,  including  a  36  billion  gallon  renewable  fuels 
standard  by  2022,  of  which  21  billion  gallons 
must  come  from  cellulosic  sources.  A  vote  could 
come  as  early  as  the  week  of  June  18.  The  bill 
has  the  support  of  the  corn  growers  and  the 
larger  biofuels  community,  but  faces  a  host  of 
amendments  to  bring  other  industry  segments 
into  the  bill. 

USDA  WASDE  June  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  June  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2006/ 


07  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  at  1,698,000 
short  tons  (raw  value),  while  production  was! 
lowered  to  8,486,000  tons  from  8,504,000  tons  last  I 
month.  Beet  production  was  lower  at  4,998,000 
tons  from  5,014,000  tons,  while  cane  production 
was  lowered  to  3,488,000  tons  from  3,490,000  tons. 
Louisiana  and  Florida  production  were 
unchanged  at  1,335,000  tons  and  1,713,000  tons, 
respectively.  Imports  were  unchanged  at: 
2,034,000.  As  a  result  of  the  production  decrease, 
total  supply  was  estimated  at  12,218,000  tons 
versus  12,236,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  were 
unchanged  at  375,000  tons  and  food  deliveries 
were  unchanged  at  9,950,000  tons.  Total  use  was 
raised  slightly  to  10,525,000  tons  from  10,520,000 
tons  last  month,  leaving  ending  stocks  lower  at 
1,693,000  tons  from  1,716,000  tons  last  month. 
The  stocks  to  use  ratio  was  lowered  to  16.1 
percent  from  16.3  percent. 

For  2007/08,  production  was  unchanged  at 
8,255,000  tons,  with  beets  at  4,520,000  tons  and  i 
cane  at  3,735,000  tons.  Louisiana  production  was 
unchanged  at  1,430,000  tons  and  Florida  at 
1,870,000  tons.  Imports  are  increased  to  1,889,000 
tons  from  1 ,789,000  tons,  reflecting  a  100,000  ton 
increase  in  projected  imports  from  Mexico.  Total 
supply  is  increased  to  11,837,000  tons  from 
11,760,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  are 
unchanged  at  250,000  tons  and  deliveries  at  t 
10,170,000  tons,  leaving  total  use  at  10,420,000 
tons.  Ending  stocks  are  increased  to  1,417,000 
tons  from  1,340,000  tons  last  month.  As  a  result, 
the  stocks  to  use  ratio  is  increased  to  1 3.6  percent 
from  12.9  percent  last  month. 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


Sunshine 

Equipment  Co.,  inc. 


PREOWNED  UNITS  JUST  ARRIVED! 


ON  ALL  UNITS 


ON  *  UNITS 


Serial  # 

Hours 

P/G    Warr. 

Selling  Price 

RW8420P001554 

235  hp,  MFWD 

2,792 

30-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$  105,000.00 

RW8420P027605* 

235  hp,  MFWD 

1,997 

22-Mar-10 

5000  Hrs 

$  118,360.87 

RW8420P033041* 

235  hp,  MFWD 

2,105 

19-Apr-10 

5000  Hrs 

$  120,652.17 

RW8420P027742* 

235  hp,  MFWD 

2,288 

22-Mar-10 

5000  Hrs 

$  118,360.87 

RW7820D011448 

155  hp,  MFWD 

3,470 

26-Jan-09 

5000  Hrs 

$     78,000.00 

RW7420R002000 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

3,886 

29-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$     51,500.00 

RW7420R004124 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

4,035 

29-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$     51,500.00 

RW7420R001937 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

4,299 

29-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$     51,500.00 

RW7420R001970 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

4,380 

29-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$     51,500.00 

RW7420R004111 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

4,355 

29-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$     51,500.00 

RW7420R002054 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

4,408 

29-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$     50,000.00 

RW7420R004153 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

4,436 

29-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$     50,000.00 

RW7420R004148 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

4,189 

29-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$     50,000.00 

RW7420R002108 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

4,577 

29-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$     50,000.00 

KE 


Donaldsonville 
888-523-3373 

Chip  Crochet 
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Thibodaux 
888-527-2273 

Perry  Falcon 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-o7V-o4o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  lender 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 

Rust  and  Smut  -  Plant  Early 

HoCP  00-950  A  Very  High  Sucrose  Cane 

Infestations  of  the  Cane  Borer  Somewhat  Delayed 

Release  of  Three  High  Fiber  Sugarcane  Varieties 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  June  15, 
2007,  the  potential  for  a  high  tonnage 
crop  is  quite  evident  throughout  the 
cane  belt.  As  one  travels  the  length  and  width 
of  the  sugar  parishes  there  are  very  few  fields 
that  appear  as  if  they  will  yield  less  than  25  tea. 
For  the  preceding  years  (2003-2006)  this  certainly 
was  not  the  case.  The  2007  crop  has  received 
early  rains  and  is  growing  at  a  rapid  rate  at  this 
time.  For  much  of  the  cane  belt  in  both  2005  and 
2006  the  early  growth  of  the  crop  was  delayed 
due  to  the  lack  of  rain.  This  was  especially  true 
for  the  more  western  and  northern  parishes  who 
did  not  receive  rain  until  late  in  the  growing 
season.  Last  year,  the  cane  crop  in  these 
parishes  was  very  short  for  the  start  of  planting 
and  in  many  cases  even  the  plant-cane  crop  was 
short  for  harvest. 

Additionally,  the  expectation  of  a  heavy 
tonnage  crop  is  due  in  part  to  the  replacement  of 
LCP  85-384  with  the  newer  higher-yielding 
varieties  of  HoCP  96-540  and  L  97-128.  Due  to 
the  amount  of  rust,  environmental  conditions, 
and  perhaps  some  unknown  reasons,  LCP  85- 


384's  production  has  been  on  the  decline  for  the 
last  four  years  or  so.  However  some  growers 
who  could  not  replace  all  of  their  acreage  of  384 
with  the  new  varieties  are  reporting  good  growth 
in  fields  of  second  and  third  stubble  of  this  old 
variety. 

Rust  and  Smut 

With  the  good  early  growing  conditions  it 
appears  that  the  plant  cane  fields  of  LCP  85-384 
with  heavy  rust  are  growing  through  the  initial 
infections  and  that  the  yield  losses  from  rust  in 
these  fields  will  not  be  as  great  as  experienced  in 
previous  years.  Numerous  fields  of  HoCP  96- 
540  are  showing  early  infections  of  rust.  As  in 
previous  years  rust  has  not  turned  fields  of  HoCP 
96-540  completely  orange  as  it  has  done  with 
LCP  85-384  and  Ho  95-988.  LCP  85-384  is  one  of 
the  parents  of  540  and  as  with  384;  the  rust 
appears  to  move  from  the  plant  cane  into  the 
developing  (taller)  fields  of  first  stubble. 

At  this  time  fields  of  Ho  95-988  are  showing 
the  most  serious  rust  symptoms  (orange  from 
back  to  front)  of  all  the  varieties  in  the  industry. 


However  it  has  been  noted  by  Herman 
Waguespack  that  he  sees  only  a  little  rust  in 
fields  of  Ho  95-988  in  black  land  (up  to  this  time). 
He  attributes  this  to  the  lack  of  rapid  growth  of 
the  variety  in  the  clay  soils. 

Smut  observations  in  L  97-128  are  about  the 
same  to  somewhat  less  than  what  was  observed 
last  year.  The  lower  instance  of  smut  reports 
are  in  fields  that  were  planted  from  certified  seed 
plots.  If  the  industry  is  to  take  advantage  of 
this  variety  growers  must  make  sure  that  they 
have  a  good  supply  of  disease-free  seed 
available  for  planting  each  year.  If  a  new  supply 
of  seed  is  not  obtained  each  year  smut  will 
become  so  heavy  that  a  grower's  seed  plots  of 
L  97-128  should  not  be  used  for  seedcane. 

Plant  Early 

With  the  early  growth  that  the  industry  is 
now  experiencing  and  the  potential  for  an  early 
heavy  crop  and  a  long  harvest  season;  growers 
should  start  their  planting  as  early  as  possible 
this  year,  if  the  weather  permits.  In  previous 
research  with  LCP  85-384  the  date  of  planting 
(early,  mid,  or  late  season)  did  not  influence  its 
yield  potential.  However  Dr.  Ryan  Viator,  USDA- 
ARS,  Houma,  LA  is  now  finding  in  his  date  of 
planting  experiments  that  for  384  and  the  more 
recently  released  varieties  the  early  planting 
dates  have  the  higher  yielding  potentials.  The 
two  years  of  test  plot  data  indicates  that  the 
plantings  made  during  mid-August  through 
mid-September  produced  more  sugar  per  acre 
in  the  plant  cane  year.  The  varieties  Ho  95-988, 
HoCP  96-540,  and  L  97- 1 28  produced  1 ,000  (+) 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  more  than  plots  of  the 
same  variety  planted  after  September  15. 

If  growers  are  going  to  take  advantage  of  L 
99-233  and  maximize  their  planning  acreage,  then 
the  end  of  July  would  be  a  good  time  to  plant 
this  variety.  Because  of  its  early  vigor  L  99-233 
lodges  very  early.  In  2006  there  were  at  least  a 
couple  of  secondary  stations  at  which  L  99-233 
were  lodged  before  mid-July.  If  the  planting  of 
this  variety  is  delayed,  it  will  become  so  tangled 


that  it  can  not  be  cut  for  seed  with  a  soldier' 
harvester. 

HoCP  00-950  a  Very  High  Sucrose  Cane 

Seed  plots  on  the  secondary  stations  of  the 
newly  released  variety  HoCP  00-950  are  very 
impressive  at  this  time.  Although  somewhat 
short  the  cane  is  growing  well  and  has  am 
outstanding  population.  There  should  be 
sufficient  seed  to  meet  most  all  reasonable 
requests  for  seedcane  of  this  early  high  sucrose 
variety. 

HoCP  00-950  is  one  of  the  highest  sugar 
varieties  released  to  the  industry  in  a  number  of 
years.  It  was  noted  in  950 's  release  statement 
that  it  produced  107%  of  HoCP  96-540 'sTRS  in 
outfield  variety  tests  (plant  cane,  first-stubble, 
and  second  stubble).  In  a  number  of  individual 
outfield  test  plots  (hand-cut  samples)  the  variety 
produced  more  than  300  pounds  of  sugar  per 
ton  of  cane.  It  is  a  variety  that  has  early  high 
sucrose  content  and  continues  to  produce  more 
sugar  during  the  harvest  season.  On  the  other 
hand,  L  97-128  appears  to  be  an  early  maturing 
cane  that  reaches  its  peak  maturity  early  and 
does  not  continue  to  produce  sugar  throughout 
the  harvest  season. 

Infestations  of  the  Cane  Borer  Somewhat 
Delayed 

Earlier  there  were  many  reports  of  a  large 
number  of  "dead  hearts"  throughout  the 
industry,  but  so  far  this  has  not  lead  to  an  early 
high  borer  population.  Even  with  as  much  early 
growth  as  we  now  have,  growers  and 
consultants  are  reporting  very  little  borer 
activity.  Borer  activity  seems  to  be  about  two 
weeks  behind  what  would  normally  be  expected 
for  the  amount  of  growth  this  year.  Within  the 
past  week  or  so,  consultants  are  reporting  limited 
second  generation  hatch-outs  in  the  taller  fields 
of  L  97-128  and  L  00-233.  As  the  weather 
conditions  become  more  favorable  (wet  and 
cloudy)  for  the  development  of  borers  this  could 
change  into  a  heavy  borer  year.    With  the 
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exception  of  HoCP  85-845  and  L  99-226  all  the 
major  varieties  recommended  for  planting  (LCP 
85-384,  HoCP  91-555,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96-540,  L 
97-128,  L  99-233,  and  HoCP  00-950)  are  rated  as 
susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer.  Fields  of 
these  varieties  should  be  monitored  very  closely 
for  borer  activity. 

Release  of  Three  High  Fiber  Sugarcane 
Varieties 

As  reported  in  last  month's  article,  in  April 
the  Variety  Release  Committee  (with  a  unanimous 
committee  vote)  released  three  high  fiber 
sugarcane  varieties  for  bioenergy  production. 
The  three  high  fiber  sugarcane  varieties  are  L 
97-1002,  Ho  00-961,  and  HoCP  9 1-552.  Also  as 
mentioned  in  last  month's  article,  these  canes 
are  generally  much  higher  in  tonnage,  and  also 
much  higher  fiber  than  the  commercial  sugar 
varieties  that  we  grow  in  the  industry.    The 


American  Sugar  Cane  League  does  not  have 
seedcane  for  any  of  these  three  varieties;  neither 
does  the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Unit 
or  the  AgCenter 's  Sugarcane  Experiment  Station. 
Seedcane  of  the  varieties  will  be  made  available 
through  private  seedcane  companies  and 
seedcane  will  also  be  a  made  available  through 
the  National  Plant  Germplasm  System  at  the 
National  Germplasm  Repository  located  on  the 
Subtropical  Horticulture  Research  Station  in 
Coral  Gables,  Florida. 

Additional  information  on  the 
agronomic  characteristics  of  each  variety  can 
be  found  in  this  issue  of  the  sugar  bulletin  in  the 
accompanying  articles  Notice  of  Release  of  a 
High  Fiber  Sugarcane  Variety  L  97-1002, 
Notice  of  Release  of  High  Fiber  Sugarcane 
Variety  Ho  00-961,  and  Notice  of  Release  of 
High  Fiber  Sugarcane  Variety  HoCP  91-552. 


Did  you  know... 

with  FarmWorks 


you  can: 


11*  JK/'- 


^  Rollover  year  cane  numbers  on  your  maps  (P,  1,  2,  3,  etc.). 
-f  Use  the  program  to  easily  Calculate  Acres. 
*/  Plan  a  Rjpener  Map  with  ease. 


FARM 

M 


rw  1 09@charter.net 


Ronald  Woods 
(985)369-6611 
(985)513-0791 


244  Highway  3266     Thibodaux,  LA  70301  -1 602      Phone:  (985)  447-7285 


New  &  Used  Equipment 


John  Deere 


Parts  &  Service 

off-season  Rep 


Sales 
985-447-7285 


Parts 
985-493-5186 


Harvester  Repairs 
985-493-5018 


C'^^^r^'rVV/; 


Nothing  Runs  Like  A  Deere! 


12 


Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD, 
LSU  AgCenter 


What  is  Your  Planting  Ratio  Costing  (Saving)  You? 


Planting  is  a  major  production  phase  and 
very  critical  operation  in  the  production 
of  sugarcane  in  Louisiana.  The  planting 
operation  combines  several  important  decisions 
and  operations,  including  land  preparation, 
variety  selection,  at  planting  weed  control, 
planting  rate,  and  date  of  planting  just  to  name  a 
few.  Success  in  the  succeeding  plant  cane  and 
stubble  crops  are  highly  dependent  on  getting  a 
good  stand  of  cane  from  planting.  The  use  of 
healthy  seed  cane,  planted  at  the  proper  rate, 
provides  the  best  possible  chance  of  getting  a 
good  stand  of  cane  growing  in  the  face  of 
sometimes  adverse  environmental  conditions. 

In  addition  to  ensuring  a  good  stand  of  cane, 
efficiency  in  the  planting  operation  can  also  be 
very  cost  effective.  General  cane  planting 
recommendations  have  been  to  plant  using  a 
planting  rate  of  three  stalks  and  a  lap  of  at  least 
two  mature  joints.  Wholestalk  planting  rates  on 
machine  planters  can  vary  and  this  variance 
directly  impacts  planting  efficiency  and  cost. 

The  impact  of  planting  ratio  on  total  planting 
cost  is  illustrated  in  the  table  presented  below. 
In  this  example,  cultured  seed  cane  is  hand 
planted  and  the  first  and  second  seed  cane 
expansions  from  this  planting  are  machine 
planted  as  wholestalks  at  alternative  planting 
ratios.  With  a  machine  planting  ratio  of  5/1 , 4.0 


acres  of  cultured  seed  cane  would  be  required  to 
eventually  plant  100  acres  of  production  cane. 
With  higher  planting  ratios,  the  acres  of  seed  cane 
required  to  plant  100  acres  of  production  cane 
decreases  substantially. 

Although  this  decrease  in  required  seed  cane 
acres  with  higher  planting  ratios  is  generally 
known  and  can  be  easily  determined,  the 
associated  decrease  in  total  planting  cost, 
resulting  from  higher  planting  ratios,  is  generally 
less  well  known  and  much  more  important. 

The  greatest  decreases  in  planting  costs 
associated  with  higher  planting  ratios  occur  at 
increases  from  relatively  low  planting  ratios. 
Increases  in  planting  ratios  from  relatively  higher 
levels  decrease  planting  costs  at  much  smaller 
per  unit  rates.  For  example,  in  the  illustration 
presented  here,  an  increase  in  planting  ratio  from 
5/1  to  6/1  reduces  total  planting  cost  by  $44  per 
acre  planted  compared  to  only  a  $16  decrease  per 
planted  acre  associated  with  a  planting  ratio 
increase  from  8/1  to  9/1. 

Although  total  planting  costs  per  acre  decrease 
at  a  declining  rate  as  planting  ratio  increases,  the 
goal  for  a  farm  should  always  be  to  be  as  efficient 
as  possible  in  planting  operations  and  to  increase 
planting  ratios  as  much  as  is  possible  while  still 
following  recommended  planting  practices  to  be 
assured  of  getting  a  good  stand  of  cane.  Planting 
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costs,  along  with  harvest  costs,  is  a  category  of 
production  costs  over  which  a  grower  has 
considerable  ability  to  influence  (i.e.,  to  decrease 
cost)  without  detrimentally  affecting  yields. 

One  key  to  good  farm  management  is  being 
able  to  identify  which  production  and 
management  decisions  have  the  greatest  impact 


increasing  production  efficiency  and  reducing  jj 
production  costs.  In  sugarcane  production,  the  I 
plating  phase  is  one  area  where  efficiencies  cane  I 
be  gained  from  sound  farm  management  decision 
making.  Efficient  planting  operations  can  have 
a  substantial  impact  on  increasing  overall  farm 
efficiency  and  reducing  farm  production  costs. 


Planting  acre  requirements  per  100  acres  of  sugarcane  harvested  for  sugar 


Planting  operation 


Machine  planted  wholestalk  planting  ratio 
5/1  6/1  7/1  8/1  9/1 


Cultured  seed  cane  a/ 
1st  expansion  b/ 
2nd  expansion  b/ 


Variable  planting  cost 
Total  planting  cost 


(acres  planted) 

4.0  2.8  2.0  1.6  1.2 

20.0         16.7        14.3  12.5         11.1 

100.0       100.0       100.0        100.0       100.0 
Planting  cost  per  acre  planted 

(dollars  per  acre) 

533  499         476  459  447 

721  677         646  625         609 


a/  Cultured  seed  cane  hand  planted,     b/  Machine  planted  wholestalk. 


v 


RE-CONDITIONED 
11   X20 

HAND  PLANTER 


HEARNE  CANE  PLANTERS 

MANUFACTURERS  OF  1,  2  &  3  ROW  CANE  PLANTERS 


sWtM}  357.942.8180  •  2440  POWERS  STREET  •  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 


I  4 
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SugarTech 


Offering  a  New  Choice  for 
High-Quality  Seedcane 

SugarTech  seedcane  meets  quality  standards  enforced  by  LDAF 
that  can  help  improve  your  cane  production.  Planting  certified 
seedcane  is  your  quickest  route  to  healthier,  full-scale  production. 

Our  seedcane  is  continually  checked  for  diseases  and  is 
produced  under  stringent  quality  control  standards  in  highly 
sanitary  conditions. 

Ask  your  Helena  representative  to  explain  the  advantages  of  the 
SugarTech  system.  Then  go  with  a  certified  source  of  seedcane- 
SugarTech! 


Thibodaux        St.  Martinville 
985-446-5881     337-394-3875 


[•SugarTeck 


New  Roads  Bunkie 

225-638-7056    318-346-6651 


HELENA)  People. 
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LIST  OF  STATIONS  WHERE  HoCP  00-950  IS  AVAILABLE 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  has  been  directed  by  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  to  undertake  a  fair  and  impartial  distribution  of  the 
newly  released  variety  of  cane  known  as  HoCP  00-950. 

It  has  been  grown  with  the  understanding  that  those  growing  HoCP  00-950  will  be  paid  the  price 
of  mill  cane  plus  a  bonus,  and  the  League  is  authorized  by  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  to  charge  a  distribution  fee  of  $  1 .00  per  ton. 

If  you  wish  to  order  seed  cane  of  this  new  variety,  please  fill  out  the  application  form  found  in  this 
issue  of  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN.  NO  OTHER  FORM  OF  APPLICATION  WILL  BE  ACCEPTED  AND 
IT  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE,  P.  O. 
DRAWER  938,  THIBODAUX,  LA  70302,  NO  LATER  THAN  FRIDAY,  AUGUST  3, 2007. 

The  price  of  this  seed  cane  is  $51.00  per  ton,  cut  and  loaded  on  to  your  vehicle  at  the  secondary 
station.  The  cane  will  be  cut  with  a  mechanical  harvester.  There  is  no  guarantee,  expressed  or 
implied;  that  the  seed  offered  is  free  of  mixtures,  diseases,  insects,  weeds,  or  weed  seeds. 

For  the  convenience  of  delivering  and  handling  HoCP  00-950,  the  League  is  requesting  purchasers 
to  name  three  secondary  stations  from  which  they  are  willing  to  receive  cane.  The  League  will 
attempt  to  fill  all  orders  from  one  of  the  three  selected  secondary  stations.  If  this  is  not  possible,  the 
order  will  be  filled  from  the  nearest  secondary  station.  If  only  one  secondary  station  is  named  and  the 
order  cannot  be  filled  from  that  station,  then  the  order  will  be  filled  from  a  secondary  station  selected 
by  the  League. 

On  August  3, 2007,  all  seed  will  be  allocated  and  there  will  be  no  switching  of  secondary  stations. 

The  secondary  stations  possessing  HoCP  00-950  are: 


Parish 

Ascension 


Station 

Palo  Alto 
New  Hope 
J&RRobert 


Operator 

Palo  Alto  Farms 
Triple  M  Farms 
J&RRobertFarms 


Assumption 


Belle  Alliance 

Cedar  Grove 

Glenwood 

Little  Texas 

Lula 

Goldmine 

Westfield 


Carmouche  Planting 
E.G  Robichaux 
Landry  Farms 
Tex  Emma 
Landry  Bros. 
Thibodeaux  Bros. 
Landry  Farms 


Iberia 


Caroline 

Freyou  Farms 

Enterprise 

Ronald  Hebert  Farms 

Square  B  Farms 

UlyseeGonsoulin 


Herman  Walet 
Glenn  Freyou 
M.A.  Patout  &  Son 
Ronald  Hebert,  Jr. 
John  Edmond  Broussard 
Ronald  Gonsoulin 


Iberville 


Cannonburg 
Frank  Pearce  &  Sons 
Al  Landry 
St.  Louis 


C  &  L  Planting 
Frank  Pearce  &  Sons 
Alton  Landry  Inc. 
St.  Louis  Planting 


Lafayette 


Triple  V  Farm 


Daniel  Viator 
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Parish 

Station 

Operator 

Lafourche 

Leighton 

Godfrey  Knight 

McLeod 

Big  D  Farms 

Raceland 

Ellender  Farms 

Pointe  Coupee 

Alma 

Alma  Planting  Co. 

LaCour 

G&LPlantingCo. 

St.  James 

Blackberry 

Blackberry  Farms 

Graugnard  Farms 

Graugnard  Farms 

Martin  &  Poche 

Martin  &  Poche 

St.  John 

Glendale 

T.  Lanaux  &  Sons 

St.  Martin 

Southland  Farms,  Inc. 

Dane  Berard 

Huey  Dugas  Farms 

Huey  Dugas 

Levert  St.  John 

Levert  St.  John 

St.  Mary 

Allain 

Adeline  Planting 

Bayou  Cane  Co.,  Inc. 

Jessie  Breaux 

Breaux  Bros. 

Herbert  Breaux 

Champagne  Farms 

Mike  Champagne 

Frank  Martin  Farms 

Robert  Judice 

Northside  Planting  Co. 

Clint  &  Chad  Judice 

Rapides 

Corley  Farms 

Henry  Corley 
&  Edward  Beaver 

H.E.  Harper  Farms 

Jim  &  Ross  Harper 

Terrebonne 

Magnolia 

Danny  Naquin  Farms 

Vermillion 

Willis  Provost  Farms,  Inc. 

Willis  Provost 

Sam  Duplantis 

Sam  Duplantis 

W.  Baton  Rouge 

Morris  Farms 

Morris  Farms 

^ywtecas^ 
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U/ZER  CO" 

True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle  LA  70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 

Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer  (LicenseM5M7) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser  #01249 


UAP 


Performance  Quality  Value 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


CLhoimiroim 
O 
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CORPORATION 


Jrom  the  fieCd to  the  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  vour  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUG.4R  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Iloniron  vertical  crystallize r  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  •  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


( Committed  to  ( Customer  Satisfaction 


THE  LAST  DAY  ON  WHICH  APPLICATIONS  FOR  SEED  CANE 
OF  HoCP  00-950  CAN  BE  ACCEPTED  IS  AUGUST  3,  2007 

The  cane  will  cost  $5 1 .00  per  ton.  The  League  will  keep  $  1 .00  per  ton  and  give  the  rest 
to  the  Secondary  Stations.  The  League  will  make  every  effort  to  fill  orders  at  locations 
selected  by  applicants.  It  is  important  that  you  fill  out  the  application  completely  (first, 
second,  and  third  choices)  so  that  we  might  provide  you  with  the  best  service. 

Tear  Out  Application  and  Mail  to:        AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

P.  O.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA  70302-0938 

APPLICATION  FOR    HoCP  00-950    SEED  CANE 

Date 

I  hereby  apply  for tons  of  HoCP  00-950  seed  cane. 

I  agree  to  pay  when  an  allocation  is  assigned  to  me,  and  I  am  to  be  notified  concerning 
this  and  supplied  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  grower  from  whom  I  am  to  get  the 
cane,  which  I  will  send  for  on  a  specified  delivery  date.  I  understand  that  this  cane  will  not 
be  trash  free. 

If  for  any  reason  this  order  cannot  be  filled,  it  is  understood  that  my  money  will  be 

refunded  to  me.  My  2007  total  acreage  in  cane  for  sugar  and  seed  is 

acres. 

The  locations  I  wish  to  receive  my  allocation  of  HcPC  00-950  are: 

1st  choice 

2nd  choice 

3rd  choice   

This  application  is  made  with  the  full  understanding  on  my  part  that  it  may  not  be  possible 
to  get  as  much  as  I  apply  for,  and  that  there  is  no  guarantee  expressed  or  implied  that  this 
seed  is  free  of  mixtures,  diseases,  insects,  weeds  or  weed  seeds. 

My  farm  is  located  between  these  two  towns:  and 


PLEASE  PRINT 


Name 


Mailing  Address 

City 

Zip 


Phone  #  (Day) (Evening) 

E-mail  address 


DO  NOT  SEND  MONEY  NOW 
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Notice  of  Release  of  a 
High  Fiber  Sugarcane  Variety  L  79-1002 


Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University,  Agricultural  Center 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70803 

And 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 

And 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S. A,  Inc. 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70301 


Tie  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center,  the  Agricultural 
Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  working  cooperatively  to  develop  improved  sugarcane 
varieties,  have  jointly  developed  and  hereby  announce  the  release  of  a  new  high  fiber  variety,  L  79- 
1002  to  meet  the  needs  of  an  emerging  biofuels  industry. 

L  79-1002  was  derived  from  a  cross  made  in  1972  by  Dr.  Elias  Paliatseas  between  CP  52-68 
(Saccharum  spp.  Hybrids)  as  the  female  parent  and  Tianan  (Saccharum  spontaneum)  as  the  male 
parent.  Early  generation  selection  (single  stool  seedling  stage  through  line  trials  resulted  in  eight  Fj 
clones  that  were  advanced  for  further  yield  testing.  Selection  was  done  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Mike  Giamalva  at  the  Sugar  Research  Station  (formerly  St.  Gabriel  Research  Station)  located  at  St. 
Gabriel,  Louisiana.  Permanent  variety  assignment  was  made  in  1979. 

L  79-1002  had  the  highest  biomass  cane  yield  of  the  original  eight  Fj  clones  tested.  Its  sucrose 
content  is  much  lower  than  any  commercial  sugarcane  variety.  Production  of  sucrose  would  not  be 
feasible  but  these  soluble  sugars  along  with  the  insoluble  fiber  portion  would  be  available  for 
conversion  to  ethanol  in  an  energy  biofuels  application.  The  fiber  content  of  L  79-1002  has  ranged 
from  20  to  28  percent  depending  upon  the  year  and  location  of  testing.  This  high  fiber  variety  is  very 
erect,  which  may  decrease  field  soil  levels  during  mechanical  harvest,  and  also  help  extend  its  range 
in  date  of  harvest.  The  stalks  of  L  79-1002  are  small  in  diameter  and  green.  In  the  sunlight  the  stalks 
have  a  slightly  darker  hue.  The  new  variety  has  an  extremely  high  stalk  population.  L  79-1002  is  an 
excellent  stubbling  variety  that  far  exceeds  the  stubbling  ability  of  current  commercial  sugarcane 
varieties. 

In  early  testing,  L  79-1002  had  cane  yields  as  high  as  101  tons/acre,  which  were  obtained  by 
estimation  from  stalk  population  and  stalk  weight.  For  comparison,  the  predominant  commercial 
variety  at  the  time,  CP  65-357,  had  cane  yields  estimated  at  32  tons/acre.  In  a  whole-stalk  machine 
harvested  test  in  Breaux  Bridge,  Louisiana,  cane  yields  of  56  tons/acre  were  obtained  despite  estimated 
harvesting  losses  of  21%. 
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In  1981,  L  79-1002  was  planted  in  tests  in  more  northern  Louisiana  locations  such  as  Clinton 
(Idlewild  Research  Station),  Bossier  City  (Red  River  Research  Station),  and  Calhoun  (Calhoun 
Research  Station).  The  lowest  recorded  temperature  at  Bossier  City  in  January,  1982  was  3°  F.  At 
harvest  in  November,  1982,  the  new  variety  produced  an  estimated  cane  yield  of  67.5  ton/acre,  124  % 
more  than  CP  65-357,  at  Bossier  City.  These  data  indicate  a  broader  range  of  growing  environments 
can  be  achieved  with  improved  cold  tolerance. 

Yield  data  from  more  recent  testing  (2002  -  2005)  at  the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory's 
Ardoyne  Research  Farm  near  Schriever,  LA  and  the  Diamond  W  Ranch  near  Welsh,  LA  showed  that 
L  79-1002  produced  approximately  24%  higher  total  solids  (Brix  plus  fiber  content)  than  LCP  85-384 
averaged  across  plant-cane,  first-ratoon,  second-ratoon,  and  third-ratoon  crops  when  harvested 
green  using  chopper  harvesters  with  their  extractor  fans  turned  off.  Its  average  fiber  content  was 
25.7%  and  cane  yield  was  36.6  tons/acre,  which  was  75%  and  5%  higher  than  LCP  85-384,  respectively. 

L  79-1002  is  resistant  to  Sorghum  mosaic  virus  and  Sugarcane  mosaic  virus  strains,  susceptible 
to  smut  (Ustilago  scitaminea  Sydow),  resistant  to  brown  rust  (Puccinia  melanocephala  H.  and  P. 
Sydow),  and  resistant  to  leaf  scald  [Xanthomonas  albilineans  (Ashby)  Dowson]  under  natural  field 
infection.  The  effect  of  the  sugarcane  yellow  leaf  virus  on  the  yield  of  L  79-1002  is  unknown.  L  79- 
1002  can  experience  significant  infection  rates  from  ratoon  stunting  disease  [Leifsonia  xyli  subsp. 
xyli  (Davis  et  al.  1984)  Evtushenko  et  al.  2000],  although  its  affect  on  yield  has  not  been  studied.  To 
realize  the  maximum  yield  potential  of  this  variety,  healthy  seed  cane,  free  of  this  and  other  systemic 
diseases,  must  be  planted. 

Based  on  rind  hardness  data,  L  79-1002  is  moderately  resistant  to  the  sugarcane  borer  Diatraea 
saccharalis  (Fabricius)  but  should  be  scouted  to  insure  proper  management.  This  variety  is  a  good 
choice  to  plant  in  areas  where  insecticide  use  should  be  minimized. 

Field  observations  indicate  that  L  79-1002  is  not  any  more  susceptible  to  herbicides  commonly 
used  for  weed  control  than  other  commercial  varieties  grown  in  Louisiana. 

Seed  cane  of  L  79-1002  will  not  be  distributed  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A., 
Inc.,  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  or  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
The  variety  is  available  through  private  seed  cane  companies.  Seed  cane  will  be  made  available 
through  the  National  Plant  Germplasm  System  at  the  National  Germplasm  Repository  located  on  the 
Subtropical  Horticulture  Research  Station  in  Coral  Gables,  Florida. 


Dr.  David  Boethel 

Director,  LSU  AgCenter,  Louisiana  Agricultural 

Experiment  Station 

Dr.  Judith  B.  St.  John 

Associate  Deputy  Administrator,  USDA, 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

Mr.  Jessie  Breaux 

President,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the 

U.S.A,Inc. 


WANTED 


Sugar  Cane  Harvesters 
40'  Cane  Trailers 

Call 

Intersales  Process  Equipment 

(713)  729-6500 

(713)  447-9890  cell 

e-mail:  dee(tf)intersaIesprocess.com 
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Notice  of  Release  of 
High  Fiber  Sugarcane  Variety  Ho  00-961 


United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

Washington  D.C.  20250 

And 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University,  Agricultural  Center 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70803 

And 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70301 


The  Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  working  cooperatively  to  develop  improved  sugarcane  varieties 
industries,  have  jointly  developed  and  hereby  announce  the  release  of  a  new  variety,  Ho  00-961,  as 
a  feedstock  for  an  emerging  biofuels  industry. 

Ho  00-961  is  a  product  of  the  cross  US  94-1  x  HoCP  91-552  bred  in  1995  and  selected  in  1997  as  part 
of  the  ARS's  Sugarcane  Research  Unit's  basic  breeding  program  at  Houma  (Ho),  Louisiana.  Although 
an  early  generation  progeny  of  a  basic  cross  in  which  SES  23 1  {Saccharum  spontaneum)  was  a 
grandparent,  Ho  00-961  was  assigned  a  permanent  commercial  (Ho)  rather  than  a  breeding-only  (US) 
designation,  allowing  it  to  be  evaluated  as  a  commercial  sugarcane  candidate  on  the  strength  of  its 
high  stalk  population,  acceptable  sucrose  content,  and  excellent  stubbling  ability.  It  was  advanced 
into  two  nursery  trials  in  2000  (Sugar  Research  Station,  St.  Gabriel,  LA  and  Iberia  Research  Station, 
Jeanerette,  LA),  hand-harvested  at  the  plant-cane  stage  in  2001,  and  dropped  in  spring  2002  as  its 
sugar  yield  (8,330  vs.  1 1,550  lbs/acre)  was  considered  inferior  to  that  of  the  commercial  sugarcane 
standard,  LCP  85-384. 

Ho  00-961  was  re-examined  as  a  candidate  for  the  biofuel's  industry  in  replicated  large  plot  tests 
(2002-2005, 2004-2006)  that  were  planted  on  a  poorly  drained  Sharkey  clay  soil  at  the  USDA-ARS 
Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory's  Ardoyne  Research  Farm  near  Schriever,  LA  and  on  a  shallow 
Crowley  silt  loam  soil  at  the  Diamond  W  Ranch  near  Welsh,  LA.  Yield  estimates  were  based  on  the 
mechanical  harvesting  of  plant-cane  through  third-ratoon  crops  (2002  -  2005)  and  plant-cane  through 
second-ratoon  crops  (2004-2006)  at  the  two  locations  using  chopper  harvesters  with  their  extractor 
fans  turned  off.  In  these  tests,  Ho  00-961  produced  higher:  gross  cane  (34.6  vs.  31.5  tons/acre  = 
10%),  Brix  (6. 1  vs.  5.6  tons/acre  =  9%)  and  total  (Brix  +  fiber)  solids  (11.6  vs.  10.0  tons/acre  =  16%) 
yields  than  LCP  85-384  when  averaged  over  the  plant  cane  and  ratoon  crops  (Table  1). 

Ho  00-961  is  resistant  to  sugarcane  mosaic  virus  (strains  A,  B,  and  D)  and  sorghum  mosaic  virus 
(strains  H,  I,  and  M).  The  cultivar  is  moderately  susceptible  to  smut  (Ustilago  scitaminea  Sydow) 
and  resistant  to  rust  (Puccinia  melanocephala  H.  and  P.  Syd.)  and  leaf  scald  [Xanthomonas 
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albilineans  (Ashby)  Dowson]  diseases  under  natural  field  infection  conditions.  Similar  to  essentially 
all  sugarcane  varieties  released  in  Louisiana,  Ho  00-961  can  sustain  significant  reductions  in  cane 
and  sugar  yields  in  ratoon  crops  from  ratoon  stunting  disease  (RSD)  [Leifsonia  xyli  subsp.  xyli 
(Davis  et  al.)  Evtushenko  et  al.].  To  assure  minimal  risk  from  RSD  and  other  systemic  diseases,  it  is 
strongly  advised  that  seed  cane  of  this  variety  be  free  or  nearly  free  of  these  diseases  at  planting.  Ho 
00-961  does  not  appear  to  be  any  more  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  yellow  leaf  virus  than  current 
commercially  grown  varieties. 

Studies  to  determine  the  level  of  resistance  of  Ho  00-961  to  the  sugarcane  borer  [Diatraea  saccharalis 
(F.)]  are  underway.  Until  more  is  known,  the  variety  should  be  scouted  frequently  to  insure  timely 
insecticide  applications  and  should  not  be  grown  in  areas  where  insecticides  cannot  be  applied. 
Field  observations  suggest  that  Ho  00-961  is  not  any  more  susceptible  to  herbicides  commonly  used 
for  the  control  of  problematic  weeds  than  commercial  sugarcane  varieties. 

Seed  cane  of  Ho  00-96 1  will  not  be  available  for  distribution  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League, 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  or  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station.  The 
variety  will  be  available  through  private  seed  cane  companies.  Seed  cane  will  also  be  made  available 
through  the  National  Plant  Germplasm  System  at  the  National  Germplasm  Repository  located  on  the 
Subtropical  Horticulture  Research  Station  in  Coral  Gables,  Florida. 


Dr.  Judith  B.  St.  John 

Associate  Deputy  Administrator,  USDA,  Agricultural  Research  Service 

Dr.  David  Boethel 

Director,  LSU  AgCenter,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Mr.  Jessie  Breaux 

President,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.  A,  Inc. 

Table  1.  Mean  yield  comparisons  of  Ho  00-961  to  LCP  85-384  following  mechanical  harvesting  at 
two  locations  using  chopper  harvesters  with  their  extractor  fans  turned  off1. 


Crop  Year 


Gross 
cane 

Brix 

Fiber 

Solids 

Variety 

Brix 

Fiber 

Total2 

LCP  85-384 
Ho  00-961 

(tons/A) 
33.6 
41.1 

18.0 

17.7 

:ane) — 
12.8 
14.7 

6.0 

7.3 

-(tons/A)- 
4.3 
6.0 

10.3 
13.3 

LCP  85-384 
Ho  00-961 

42.9 
39.6 

16.5 
16.8 

14.7 
16.2 

7.0 
6.7 

6.3 
6.4 

13.3 
13.1 

LCP  85-384 
Ho  00-961 

29.7 
33.5 

18.4 
17.6 

14.6 
15.8 

5.5 
5.9 

4.3 

5.3 

9.8 
11.2 

LCP  85-384 
Ho  00-961 

19.8 

24.4 

19.8 
18.9 

14.1 
16.7 

3.9 
4.6 

2.8 
4.1 

6.7 
8.7 

Plant  cane  (2002/04) 
First  stubble  (2003/05) 
Second  stubble  (2004/06) 
Third  stubble  (2005) 


Mean 

LCP  85-384 

31.5 

18.2 

14.0 

5.6 

4.4 

10.0 

Ho  00-961 

34.6 

17.7 

15.9 

6.1 

5.5 

11.6 

'Tests  were 

planted  at  the  USDA  Ardoyne  Farm  in  Schriever,  LA  and  the  Diamond  W  Ranch  in 

Welch,  LA. 

2Total  solid 

yield  represents  the  sum  of  the  B 

rix  (soluble  solids)  and  fiber  ( 

insoluble  solids)  yields. 

24 


Notice  of  Release  of 
High  Fiber  Sugarcane  Variety  HoCP  91-552 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

Washington  D.C.  20250 

And 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University,  Agricultural  Center 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70803 

And 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70301 


T lie  Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  working  cooperatively  to  develop  improved  sugarcane  varieties, 
have  jointly  developed  and  hereby  announce  the  release  of  a  new  variety,  HoCP  9 1  -552,  as  a  feedstock 
for  an  emerging  biofuels  industry. 

HoCP  91-552  is  a  product  of  the  cross  LCP  8 1-10  x  CP  72-356  made  at  Canal  Point  (CP),  Florida  in 
1986  and  selected  at  Houma  (Ho),  Louisiana  in  1988.  It  was  evaluated  in  the  commercial  breeding 
program  through  the  first-ratoon  crop  in  outfield  yield  tests.  The  variety  was  ultimately  dropped 
from  further  testing  because  of  its  fiber  content  (16%),  which  was  considered  unacceptable  by 
commercial  sugar  processing  standards. 

In  mechanically  harvested  outfield  tests  using  whole  stalk  harvesters,  HoCP  91-552  produced 
lower  cane  (30  vs.  35  tons/acre  =  86%)  and  sugar  (7,350  vs.  9,430  lbs/acre  =  78%)  yields  than  LCP  85- 
384  in  combined  plant-cane  and  first-ratoon  crops.  Individual  stalk  weight  was  very  similar  (2.2  vs. 
2.3  lbs),  but  HoCP  91-552  had  significantly  fewer  stalks  per  acre  than  LCP  85-384  at  harvest  (27,000 
vs.  3 1 ,000).  A  similar  comparison  could  not  be  made  at  the  infield  stage,  since  LCP  85-384  was  not 
used  as  a  check  when  infield  tests  were  planted  in  1993.  HoCP  91-552  was  recognized  as  being 
exceptionally  erect,  and  better  able  to  remain  erect  following  late-season  storms  than  the  vast  majority 
of  commercial  sugarcane  candidates  released  to  date  making  it  extremely  adaptable  to  mechanical 
harvesting  using  both  chopper  (combine)  and  whole-stalk  (soldier)  harvesters. 

HoCP  91-552  was  re-examined  as  a  candidate  variety  for  a  biofuels  industry  in  tests  conducted 
from  2004  to  2006  in  which  plant-cane,  first-ratoon,  and  second-ratoon  crops  were  harvested  green 
using  chopper  harvesters  with  their  extractor  fans  turned  off.  Although  in  decline  as  a  commercial 
sugarcane  variety,  LCP  85-384  remained  as  the  commercial  standard  for  comparison  in  these  tests. 
The  tests  were  planted  on  a  poorly  drained  Sharkey  clay  soil  at  the  USDA- ARS  Sugarcane  Research 
Laboratory's  Ardoyne  Research  Farm  near  Schriever,  LA  and  on  a  shallow  Crowley  silt  loam  soil  at 
the  Diamond  W  Ranch  near  Welsh,  LA.  In  these  tests,  HoCP  91-552  produced  higher:  gross  cane 
(38.9  vs.  30.9  tons/acre  =  26%),  Brix  (6.6  vs.  5.3  tons/acre  =  25%),  and  total  solids  (12.6  vs.  9.4  tons/ 
acre  =  34%)  than  LCP  85-384  when  averaged  over  all  of  the  harvested  plant-cane,  first-ratoon,  and 
second-ratoon  crops  at  the  two  locations  (Table  1). 
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HoCP91-552  is  resistant  to  sugarcane  mosaic  virus  (strains  A,  B,  and  D)  and  sorghum  mosaic  virus 
(strains  H,  I,  and  M).  In  a  single  replicated  inoculated  field  test,  the  cultivar  was  resistant  to  smut 
(Ustilago  scitaminea  Sydow)  and  leaf  scald  [Xanthomonas  albilineans  (Ashby)  Dowson]  diseases. 
Occurrence  of  these  diseases,  as  well  as  rust  {Puccinia  melanocephala  H.  and  P.  Syd.),  were  not 
observed  under  natural  field  infection  conditions.  Similar  to  essentially  all  sugarcane  varieties 
released  in  Louisiana,  HoCP  91-552  can  sustain  significant  reductions  in  cane  and  sugar  yields  in 
ratoon  crops  from  ratoon  stunting  disease  (RSD)  [Leifsonia  xyli  subsp.  xyli  (Davis  et  al.)  Evtushenko 
et  al.].  To  assure  minimal  risk  from  RSD  and  other  systemic  diseases,  it  is  strongly  advised  that  seed 
cane  of  this  variety  be  free  or  nearly  free  of  these  diseases  at  planting.  Susceptibility  of  HoCP  91-552 
to  the  sugarcane  yellow  leaf  virus  is  unknown. 

HoCP  91-552  is  moderately  resistant  to  the  sugarcane  borer  {Diatraea  saccharalis  R),  but  should 
be  scouted  to  insure  proper  management.  This  variety  may  be  a  good  choice  to  plant  in  areas  where 
insecticide  use  should  be  minimized.  Field  observations  suggest  that  HoCP  91-552  is  not  any  more 
susceptible  to  herbicides  commonly  used  for  the  control  of  problematic  weeds  than  commercial 
sugarcane  varieties. 

Seed  cane  of  HoCP  91-552  will  not  be  available  for  distribution  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  or  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 
The  variety  will  be  available  through  private  seed  cane  companies.  Seed  cane  will  also  be  made 
available  through  the  National  Plant  Germplasm  System  at  the  National  Germplasm  Repository  located 
on  the  Subtropical  Horticulture  Research  Station  in  Coral  Gables,  Florida. 

Dr.  Judith  B.  St.  John 

Associate  Deputy  Administrator,  USD  A,  Agricultural  Research  Service 

Dr.  David  Boethel 

Director,  LSU  AgCenter,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Mr.  Jessie  Breaux 

President,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.  A,  Inc. 

Table  1.  Mean  yield  comparisons  of  HoCP  9 1  -552  to  LCP  85-384  following  mechanical  harvesting 
at  two  locations  using  chopper  harvesters  with  their  extractor  fans  turned  off1 


'Tests  were  planted  at  the  USDA  Ardoyne  Farm  in  Schriever,  LA  and  the  Diamond  W  Ranch  in 

Welch,  LA. 

2Total  solid  yield  represents  the  sum  of  the  Brix  (soluble  solids)  and  fiber  (insoluble  solids)  yields. 
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Variety 

Gross 
cane 

Brix 

Fiber 

Solids 

Crop  Year 

Brix 

Fiber 

Total2 

(tons/A) 

— (%  cane) — 

-(tons/A)- 

Plant  cane  (2004) 

LCP  85-384 

25.2 

17.4 

12.1 

4.4 

3.0 

7.4 

HoCP  9 1-552 

45.5 

17.6 

15.5 

8.0 

7.0 

15.0 

First  stubble  (2005) 

LCP  85-384 

36.0 

16.4 

12.7 

5.9 

4.6 

10.5 

HoCP  9 1-552 

32.5 

15.3 

13.7 

5.0 

4.5 

9.4 

Second  stubble  (2006) 

LCP  85-384 

31.6 

18.0 

14.4 

5.7 

4.5 

10.2 

HoCP  9 1-552 

38.9 

17.6 

16.5 

6.8 

6.4 

13.2 

Mean 

LCP  85-384 

30.9 

17.2 

13.0 

5.3 

4.0 

9.4 

HoCP  9 1-552 

38.9 

16.8 

15.2 

6.6 

6.0 

12.6 

Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution 

is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
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A  Report  on  the  2006  Outfield  Variety  Tests 

Todd  J.  Robert,  LSU  AgCenter,  Research  Farm  Specialist 

Kenneth  A.  Gravois,  LSU  AgCenter,  Professor 

Donnie  D.  Garrison,  USDA-ARS,  SRRC,  Agronomist 

Herman  L.  Waguespack,  Jr.,  ASCL,  Agronomist 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  ASCL,  Senior  Agronomist 


This  report  has  been  written  to  inform  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  of  the  agronomic:, 
performance  of  commercial  and  experimental  sugarcane  varieties  harvested  in  the  outfield 
variety  tests  during  2006.  Outfield  variety  tests  are  conducted  during  the  final  three  years  of 
the  12-year  multi-stage  Louisiana  sugarcane  variety  improvement  program. 

These  tests  are  planted,  harvested,  and  evaluated  cooperatively  by  the  Agricultural  Research! 
Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural 
Center,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 

In  2006, 21  outfield  tests  were  mechanically  harvested  at  eight  locations  throughout  the  sugarcane! 
belt  (Table  1).  These  tests  were  on  sugarcane  farms  with  typical  soils  for  that  region.  The  planting! 
and  harvest  date,  as  well  as  the  soil  type  and  region,  for  each  outfield  test  location  are  also  presented.! 

Yield  data  were  obtained  using  combine  harvesters  provided  by  growers  at  each  test  location  and- 
a  three-ton,  single-axle,  high-dump  weigh  wagon  equipped  with  electronic  load  cells  to  record  canei 
weight.  The  experimental  design  at  each  location  was  a  randomized  complete  block  with  three: 
replications  for  each  test.  The  plots  for  outfield  testing  are  two  rows  50  feet  long  with  a  5 -foot  alley 
between  plots.  Each  row  was  harvested  by  combine  and  loaded  into  the  weigh  wagon.  Plot  weights 
were  used  to  calculate  the  yield  of  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  and  a  15  whole-stalk  sample  was  cut  from! 
each  plot  prior  to  combine  harvesting.  The  15-stalk  sample  was  weighed  to  determine  stalk  weight 
and  then  crushed  with  a  3-roller  mill  to  obtain  a  juice  quality  analysis.  From  this  analysis,  the  yield  of 
theoretical  recoverable  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  was  estimated  from  the  Brix  and  sucrose  obtained  fori 
each  sample  (5).  The  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  (lbs/acre)  is  the  product  of  tons  of  cane  per  acre  and 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  Additional  information  on  the  procedures  used  for  data  collection  and 
preparation  is  given  at  the  end  of  this  report  (1,2,7). 

Yield  data  for  the  light  soils  and  heavy  soils  were  combined  for  data  analysis  (Table  2).  Data  were 
collected  for  four  experimental  and  seven  commercial  varieties  at  seven  plant-cane  tests,  three 
experimental  and  seven  commercial  varieties  at  six  first-stubble  tests,  one  experimental  and  six 
commercial  varieties  at  five  second-stubble  tests  and  seven  commercial  varieties  at  three  third- 
stubble  tests.  The  table  includes  data  for  sugar  per  acre,  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  sugar  per  ton  of  cane, 
stalk  weight  and  stalk  population.  Discussion  in  this  report  will  focus  primarily  on  sugar  per  acre. 
For  convenience,  the  commercial  variety  used  as  a  standard  for  comparison,  HoCP  96-540,  is 
highlighted  in  the  data  table.  Because  of  lower  yields  and  decreasing  acreage,  LCP  85-384  is  being 
replaced  as  the  standard  for  comparison.  In  2006,  HoCP  96-540  occupied  14%  of  Louisiana's  sugarcane 
acreage,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  acreage  of  HoCP  96-540  will  increase  greatly  in  2007  (6). 

The  PROC  MIXED  procedure  (SAS  9.0)  was  used  to  statistically  analyze  the  data.  Mean  separation 
was  accomplished  using  the  PDIFF  option  where  a  probability  level  of  <  0.05  was  considered 
significant.  Varieties  with  statistically  higher  values  than  HoCP  96-540  are  indicated  by  a  plus  (+), 
and  those  with  statistically  lower  values  are  indicated  by  a  minus  (-)  next  to  each  trait  reported. 

The  experimental  varieties  in  the  outfield  were  HoCP  00-950,  L  0 1  -283,  L  0 1  -299,  and  HoCP  02-623. 
HoCP  00-950  was  equal  to  HoCP  96-540  in  sugar  per  acre  and  tons  of  cane  per  acre  and  significantly 
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Table  1.      Planting  and  harvest  dates,  soil  types  and  regions,  for  nine  outfield  locations  during 
2006. 


Location 

Plant 

-cane 

First-stubble 

Second-stubble 

Third-stubble 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

2006 

2005 

2006 

2004 

2006 

2003 

2006 

2002 

Light  Soil 

Alma3 

12/07 

09/16 

** 

09/20 

** 

09/11 

** 

09/04 

Bon  Secour1 

12/06 

09/08 

** 

09/08 

11/14 

09/05 

11/14 

09/03 

Glenwood l 

12/18 

09/13 

12/18 

09/10 

11/09 

08/27 

11/08 

08/29 

Lanaux 1 

11/28 

09/14 

11/22 

08/25 

11/01 

09/03 

11/01 

09/11 

Levert-  St.  John2 

** 

09/09 

11/06 

08/26 

11/06 

08/26 

** 

09/11 

R.Hebert2 

12/14 

09/12 

11/29 

09/13 

10/30 

09/12 

** 

09/18 

Heavy  Soil 

Allain2 

11/27 

09/21 

11/27 

09/01 

*# 

09/12 

** 

* 

Landry  l 

** 

09/15 

** 

09/09 

** 

09/17 

** 

* 

Magnolia  l 

11/21 

10/06 

11/21 

09/10 

** 

10/09 

** 

08/16 

*     No  test  planted  at  this  location. 
r     No  test  harvested  at  this  location. 


1  Mississippi  River/Bayou  Lafourche  region 

2  Bayou  Teche  region 

3  Northern  region 

higher  in  sugar  per  ton  in  plant-cane,  first-stubble,  and  second-stubble  crops  on  all  soils.  The  new 
variety  has  a  moderate  stalk  weight  and  stalk  population.  It  was  selected  from  a  cross  between  HoCP 
93-750  and  HoCP  92-676.  Of  interest,  one  of  the  grandparents  of  HoCP  00-950  is  LCP  81-30.  LCP  81- 
30  is  a  parent  of  the  high  sugar  per  ton  variety  L  99-226.  Detailed  yield  comparisons  are  shown  in 
Table  2.  When  planted,  HoCP  00-950  emerges  vigorously.  The  new  variety  has  average  growth  in 
spring  and  early  summer.  Most  of  its  growth  is  done  in  late  summer  and  early  fall.  HoCPOO-950  was 
released  for  commercial  production  on  April  26, 2007.  Seed  will  be  made  available  by  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League. 

L  01-283  and  L  01-299  were  experimental  varieties  harvested  in  the  outfield  plant-cane  and  first 
stubble  tests  in  2006.  Each  of  these  experimental  varieties  was  derived  from  a  cross  between  LCP  85- 
384  and  L  93-365 .  L  0 1  -283  and  L  0 1  -299  were  significantly  higher  than  HoCP  96-540  in  sugar  per  acre 
and  tons  of  cane  per  acre  in  first  stubble.  Early  evaluations  indicate  that  these  two  varieties  are  fairly 
srect,  stubble  well  and  have  moderate  resistance  to  the  sugarcane  borer.  L  01-283  was  sent  to 
secondary  seed  increase  stations  in  2006,  whereas  L  01  299  was  increased  again  at  the  three  primary 
seed  increase  stations.  HoCP  02-623,  a  cross  between  CP  89-83 1  and  LCP  85-384,  was  significantly 
lower  than  HoCP  96-540  in  sugar  per  acre  and  tons  of  cane  per  acre  in  the  plant-cane  tests. 

CP  89-2143  is  a  commercial  sugarcane  variety  that  was  released  in  Florida  in  1996  (3).  This  variety 
has  been  grown  on  limited  acreage  in  Louisiana  and  has  been  included  in  outfield  testing  where 
plant-cane  data  was  obtained  in  2006.  CP  89-2143  had  significantly  less  sugar  per  acre  and  tons  of 
cane  per  acre  than  HoCP  96-540.  The  Florida  variety  is  characterized  as  having  a  large  barrel  size  and 
low  population.  CP  89-2143  was  the  most  widely  grown  sugarcane  variety  in  Florida  in  the  2006-07 
season,  occupying  26.8%  of  the  acreage  (4). 

For  the  Louisiana  commercial  varieties,  data  were  collected  on  LCP  85-384,  HoCP  85  845,  HoCP  9 1  - 
555,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96-540,  L  97-128,  L  99-226,  and  L  99-233.  LCP  85-384  continues  to  be  plagued 
by  lower  sugar  per  acre  yields  with  significantly  lower  values  than  HoCP  96-540  in  the  plant-cane, 
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Table  2.     Combined  analysis  of  outfield  tests  for  plant-cane  through  third-stubble  crops  on  light 
and  heavy  soil  locations  during  2006. 


Plant-cane  crop  at  seven 

locations 

H 

Variety 

Sugar/A 

Tons/A 

Sugar/T 

St.  wt. 

Population 

(lbs) 

(tons) 

(lbs) 

(lbs) 

(no./acre) 

LCP  85-384 

8121  - 

30.2  - 

268 

1.93  - 

31533 

CP  89-2143 

8560  - 

34.3  - 

251  - 

2.51 

28389 

HoCP  95-988 

9809 

36.7 

267 

2.29 

329(M 

HoCP  96-540 

10559 

38.8 

273 

2.50 

32070 

L97-128 

10009 

38.5 

260 

2.47 

31948 

L  99-226 

11148 

39.0 

286 

2.70 

30077 

L  99-233 

10340 

38.9 

264 

1.93  - 

41074  + 

HoCP  00-950 

10767 

37.0 

291  + 

2.18  - 

34687 

L01-283 

9974 

36.7 

271 

2.09  - 

36104 

L01-299 

10119 

36.6 

276 

2.25 

33062 

HoCP  02-623 

9639  - 

35.4  - 

273 

2.06  - 

34933 

First-stubble 

crop  at  six 

locations 

LCP  85-384 

7381  - 

27.2  - 

270 

1.73  - 

31717 

HoCP  91-555 

8092 

29.3 

276 

1.82  - 

32291 

Ho  95-988 

8667 

31.8 

272 

2.17 

29450 

HoCP  96-540 

8721 

31.7 

276 

2.21 

28831 

L97-128 

8249 

30.3 

272 

2.26 

269M 

L  99-226 

10378  + 

34.6 

300  + 

2.58  + 

26925 

L  99-233 

8754 

32.2 

271 

1.77  - 

37111  + 

HoCP  00-950 

8746 

30.0 

291  + 

1.91  - 

31541 

L01-283 

10207  + 

35.7  + 

286 

1.97  - 

36289  + 

L01-299 

10049  + 

37.6  + 

265 

1.91  - 

39524  + 

Second-stubble  crop  at  five  locations 

LCP  85-384 

7429  - 

28.3 

263 

1.64  - 

35954 

HoCP  9 1-555 

8040 

30.4 

266 

1.67  - 

37413 

HoCP  96-540 

9074 

33.0 

273 

2.06 

32835 

L  97- 128 

9151 

32.3 

284 

2.13 

30516 

L  99-226 

9417 

31.9 

297  + 

2.15 

31265 

L  99-233 

9041 

32.7 

276 

1.75  - 

37790 

HoCP  00-950 

9959 

33.9 

294  + 

1.93 

35931 

Third-stubble 

crop  at  three  locations 

LCP  85-384 

7761 

31.1 

249 

1.55  - 

40268  + 

HoCP  85-845 

8632 

34.3 

Z50 

1.89  - 

37679 

HoCP  9 1-555 

8031 

30.3 

265  + 

1.72  - 

35603 

HoCP  96-540 

8464 

34.3 

247 

2.26 

30720 

L  97- 128 

9654 

37.8 

256 

2.29 

33580 

L  99-226 

8741 

31.5 

277  + 

2.39 

26485 

L  99-233 

9634 

38.2 

153 

1.76  - 

44790  + 

30 

first  stubble,  and  second  stubble  crops.  In  2006,  LCP  85-384  was  grown  on  73%  of  Louisiana's 
sugarcane  acreage.  LCP  85-384  should  occupy  approximately  50%  of  the  Louisiana  acreage  in  2007. 

HoCP  96-540,  L  97-128,  L  99-226,  and  L  99-233  were  in  the  plant-cane,  first- stubble,  second- 
stubble,  and  third-stubble  tests  in  2006.  Ho95-988  was  in  plant-cane  and  first-stubble  tests.  In  the 
plant-cane  and  second  stubble  tests,  all  of  these  varieties  were  not  significantly  different  in  sugar 
per  acre  than  HoCP  96-540  across  all  soil  types.  In  the  first  stubble  tests,  L  99  226  had  significantly 
higher  sugar  per  acre  and  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  than  HoCP  96-540.  The  high  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  for 
L  99-226  was  apparent  in  the  second  and  third  stubble  crops  as  well.  Entomology  evaluations 
suggest  that  L  99-226  may  offer  some  much  needed  resistance  and/or  tolerance  to  the  sugarcane 
borer. 

In  the  third  stubble  tests,  no  variety  was  significantly  different  in  sugar  per  acre  from  HoCP  96-540. 
Numerically,  L  97-128  and  L  99-233  had  high  sugar  per  acre  and  tons  of  cane  per  acre  values, 
indicating  good  stubbling  ability.  L  99-233  has  a  tendency  to  lodge  and  should  be  considered  for 
early  planting. 

On  a  personal  note,  Mr.  Donnie  Garrison  of  the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory  in 
Houma  retired.  Donnie  has  worked  in  outfield  testing  since  the  early  1970's.  Since  that  time  Donnie 
has  participated  in  the  testing  and  release  of  sugarcane  varieties  beginning  with  CP  65-357  through 
HoCP  00-950.  The  research  community  and  growers  and  processors  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
are  grateful  to  the  efforts  and  commitment  that  Donnie  has  shown  over  the  years.  Best  of  luck  in 
retirement! 
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BACKING  AMERICA'S  BEET  AND  CANE  FARMERS 


No  Wonder... 


sugar  is  not  expensive 


62%  support  renewal 
of  current  sugar  policy 


Congress  Should  Renew  U.S.  Sugar  Policy 
www.sugaralliance.org 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 

2004  JD  7420  Hi-Crop  Tractor,  3600  hrs.,  Warranty  till  9/08  or  4000  hrs.,  -  $45,000; 
1997  Freightliner  truck  w/sleeper,  70,000  miles  on  overhaul,  excellent  condition, 
asking  $18,000;  42'  Drop  Deck  w/  3  poly  tanks  -  $5,000.  Call  Tim  at  337-278-1563  or 
Stacey  at  337-278-9102. 

10  Davis  type  Billet  Cane  Carts  -  $6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Fabian  LeMaire  at  337- 
519-1983  or  337-276-5975. 

(2)  JD  7510  tractors,  good  condition  -  5,  000  hrs.;  JD  7420  tractor,  good  condition, 
400  hrs.  Call  225-716-0551 

(2)  2000  MX135,  low  hrs.,  Case  Tractors;  1997  Hi-crop  JD  7410,  good  condition,. 
Call  225-337-0149  (mobile)  or  225-545-8325  (home). 

(5)  45'  Billet  Cane  Trailers  built  by  David  Louviere,  asking  $7,000/trailer.  Call  Wilson 
Viator  at  337-856-4622  or  337-288-4192. 

Dual  Hubs  for  Magnum,  Iron  Dual  Wheels  like  new,  duals  to  fit  MX- 120  for  offbaring; 
various  quick  hitches  also  for  sale.  Call  337-319-0574. 

(2)  1066  Hi-Clear,  (2)  1066  Hi-Clear  for  parts,  1  set  of  JD  3-row,  other  misc.  farm 
equipment.  Call  337-523-0356. 

Billett  Cane  Grab  with  360°  turnhead  -  $5,000;  (3)  2  axle  Field  Transport  Carts  - 
$2,500  each;  7x27'  Front  Feed  Continous  Planter  -  $10,000;  Weigh  Boy  Truck 
Scale  -  $10,000;  3-Row  Prime  Plow  w/Off  bars  &  shields  $7,000.  Call  318-201- 
5790  or  318- 346-2166. 

WANTED:  Used  Propane  or  Amonia  Tanks  100-300  gal.  Call  337-319-0574. 

WANTED-  4  High  Dump  Wagons.  Call  Rivers  Patout,  Sterling  Sugars,  Inc.  337- 
828-0620. 


Welcome 

Gowan  Co. 

and 

Quality  Liquid  Feeds,  Inc. 

as  new  Commercial  Members 
of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 
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Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 
Brown  &  Brown  of  Louisiana 

Lafayette,  LA 

Capital  One  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Case  IH 

Racine,  WI 

CoBank 

St.  Louis,  MO 
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The  Cottonport  Bank 

Cottonport,  LA 
Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

New  Orleans,  LA 
Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 


Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 
First  South  AC  A 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Gowan  Co. 

Collerville,  TN 


Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 


(iu za man's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

John  Deere  Thibodaux,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assoc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Assoc. 

Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
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Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 


Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Quality  Liquid  Feeds,  Inc. 

Dodgeville,  WI 
Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 


Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 


United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

White  Castle  Fertilizer  Co-op 

White  Castle,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 
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The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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NOTICE  OF  THE 
MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 
AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  S^ 

FOUNDATION 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  a  special  meeting  of  the  membership  of 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  Foundation  will  be  held  on  August  29, 
2007  at  1:30  p.m.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  amend  the 
articles  of  incorporation  of  the  Foundation  to  change  its  registered 
office  to  206  East  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70301  and  des- 
ignate James  H.  Simon  as  its  registered  agent. 


Kleemtek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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244  Highway  3266     Thibodaux,  LA  70301-1602      Phone:(985)447-7285 


New  &  Used  Equipment 


John  Deere 


Parts  &  Service 

off-season  Rep 


Sales 
985-447-7285 


Parts 
985-493-5186 


Harvester  Repairs 
985-493-5018 


Nothing  Runs  Like  A  Deere! 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Farm  Bill 

State  Legislation 

Around  the  Industry 


As  our  growers  prepare  for  the  2007 
planting  season  and  processors  gear-up 
for  the  next  harvest,  your  colleagues  and 
I  have  worn  holes  in  our  shoes  from  walking  the 
halls  of  Congress  in  pursuit  of  a  farm  bill  that  will 
improve  the  financial  outlook  for  Louisiana's 
Sugar  Industry.  Several  growers  and  members  of 
support  industries,  such  as  lending  companies, 
have  joined  us  to  deliver  our  story.  Our  message 
is  concise,  direct  and  is  being  very  well  received. 
We  have  been  told  that  if  this  legislation  was 
specific  to  only  sugar  farming  this  proposal  would 
be  a  slam  dunk.  Unfortunately,  the  farm  bill  covers 
everything  from  food  stamps  to  conservation  to 
trade  policy. 

The  resources  that  are  provided  to  us  by  our 
membership  in  the  form  of  PAC  contributions  are 
invaluable  so  that  we  can  support  the  legislators 
that  are  so  supportive  to  our  industry.  A  well 
funded  ASCL  PAC  makes  us  an  effective  lobbying 
group  as  we  make  our  way  around  the  Capitol. 

State  Legislation 

What  a  great  showing  for  Louisiana's  sugar 
industry  during  the  recently  completed  state 
legislative  session.  Thanks  to  all  who  took  the 
time  to  call  their  representatives  and  senators  to 
articulate  our  concerns  about  legislation  being 
debated  in  Baton  Rouge.  When  you  see  your 
state  legislators,  please  make  a  special  effort  to 


thank  them  for  their  support  of  our  industry.  As 
far  as  sugar  goes,  this  session  was  probably  the 
most  successful  that  our  industry  has  ever  had 
due  to  a  very  cooperative  effort  involving  our 
members,  staff,  effective  leaders  in  the  legislature, 
Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  representatives,  and 
officials  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Department  of  Transportation. 

We  were  able  to  get  two  very  important  pieces 
of  legislation  through  the  legislative  process  and 
both  have  now  been  signed  into  law  by  the 
Governor.  The  requirement  to  install  a  third  axle 
to  cane  trailers  has  been  extended  to  2013,  and 
we  were  successful  in  getting  the  immigrant  driver 
legislation  in  place  to  make  it  easier  for  immigrant 
truck  drivers  to  obtain  a  valid  Louisiana  driver's 
license.  We  hope  for  those  that  use  immigrant 
drivers  that  your  planting  and  harvest  seasons 
will  be  a  little  less  eventful  with  this  new 
provision. 

For  more  information  on  the  two  pieces  of 
legislation  please  see  Tom  Spradley's  article  on 
Page  15. 

Around  the  Industry 

Change  is  a  normal  progression  and  our 
industry  is  currently  in  the  midst  of  several  and 
ongoing  changes.  I  would  like  to  mention,  just 
for  the  sake  of  keeping  you  informed,  about  a 
personnel  change  in  process.  Audubon  Sugar 


Institute  is  continuing  its  process  of  locating  a 
replacement  for  its  leader  Peter  Rein,  who  has 
retired  from  Audubon.  We  will  keep  you  abreast 
of  any  decisions  that  are  made  when  a 
replacement  is  announced. 

In  a  more  closely  related  personnel  matter,  I  am 
pleased  to  announce  that  an  agronomist  has  been 
added  to  the  League  staff.  Nathan  Blackwelder 


will  join  Windell  and  Herman  and  assist  them  inl 
accomplishing  our  research  mission  for  the 
industry.  I  hope  when  you  are  given  the 
opportunity,  you  will  give  Nathan  a  warm  South 
Louisiana  welcome.  More  information  about  this 
new  hire  is  detailed  in  Windell's  article  in  this 
issue  on  page  1 1 . 
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NEW  FOR 
2007! 


Case  10.3/355hp  Engine 

New  Crop  Dividers  for  New  Louisiana  Varieties 

New  Tracks  -  Double  The  Life 

Other  New  Features 

Same  Ease  of  Service 

Case  Austoft  Cane  Combine 


See  it  in  stock  at  Broussard  Cane  Equipment 
this  summer! 


Sales    Parts    Service 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 


l-O  /  y-64-O-L/YINlJ  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 

www.louisianalandbank.com. 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Farm  Bill  Markups  Begin 

Trade  Negotiations  Meander  Along 

Senate  Ends  Immigration  Reform  Efforts 

Senate  Approves  Energy  Bill 

USDA  WASDE  July  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Fbllowing  House  Agriculture  subcommittee 
markups  of  the  various  titles  of  the  farm 
bill  in  June,  Chairman  Collin  Peterson 
released  a  Chairman's  Mark  in  early  July  to  be 
used  as  the  template  for  full  committee  markup 
of  the  farm  bill,  scheduled  for  July  17-19. 
The  Chairman's  Mark  included  measures  to: 

1.  Increase  the  raw  sugar  loan  rate  by  .5 
cent  (to  18.5  cents/lb) 

2.  Change  administration  of  the  tariff  rate 
quota  (TRQ)  to  require  that  the  initial 
TRQ  is  set  at  the  minimum  level  to 
comply  with  US  trade  agreements 

3.  Establish  an  Overall  Allotment  Quantity 
(OAQ)  at  85%  of  consumption 

4.  Require  data  on  the  Mexican  sweetener 
market  in  the  monthly  Supply/Demand 
estimates  released  by  USDA 

5.  Establish  a  small  sucrose  ethanol 
program  to  move  unneeded  sugar 
supplies  into  the  ethanol  sector 

The  committee  and  agricultural  groups 
continue  to  work  to  educate  Members  of 
Congress  on  the  negative  consequences  of  an 
alternative  farm  bill  proposal  that  is  likely  to  be 
introduced  on  the  House  floor  by  Rep.  Ron  Kind 


(D- Wisconsin).  Under  the  reform  banner,  the 
Kind  bill  would  eliminate  the  sugar  program  and 
effectively  eviscerate  the  farm  safety  net  for 
virtually  all  of  the  program  commodities. 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  may  delay 
markup  of  its  farm  bill  until  after  the  August 
recess.  With  partisan  wrangling  over  defense 
authorizations  and  judicial  nominations  tying  up 
the  Senate  floor  for  the  foreseeable  future,  this 
move  seems  to  be  a  pragmatic  response  to  current 
Senate  realities.  However,  the  new  timeline  does 
raise  the  possibility  that  the  quickest  way  to 
complete  Senate  action  on  the  farm  bill  may  be 
to  attach  it  to  agricultural  appropriations,  or  a 
package  of  appropriations  measures,  in  order  to 
move  the  issue  to  conference. 

Meanwhile,  other  Senate  Committee  Members 
are  purportedly  working  on  a  commodity  title 
blueprint  on  the  sidelines  while  Chairman  Harkin 
continues  to  focus  on  conservation  and 
nutrition  objectives. 

Trade  Negotiations  Meander  Along 

A  new  round  of  trade  discussions  is  likely  to 
commence  following  the  July  17th  release  of  a 
new  draft  text  for  agricultural  negotiations  by 


chief  negotiator  Falconer.  The  new  draft  is 
expected  to  include  specific  language  where 
negotiators  appear  to  be  in  agreement  and  broad 
outlines  of  issues  where  differences  are  large.  It 
is  difficult  to  see  how  this  new  text  will  move 
negotiations  forward  at  this  time.  Unless  there 
is  a  major,  unforeseen  breakthrough  in  the 
coming  weeks,  the  Doha  Round  appears  to  be 
frozen  in  place. 

Senate  Ends  Immigration  Reform  Efforts 

The  Senate  failed  to  complete  action  on  the 
omnibus  immigration  reform  measure  and 
chances  for  meaningful  progress  on  this  issue 
appear  dim  at  this  time.  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 
(D-C  A)  has  indicated  that  she  will  seek  to  amend 
the  farm  bill  by  attaching  the  AgJobs  provisions 
that  were  in  the  larger  immigration  bill,  but  this  is 
by  no  means  a  certainty  and  the  timing  of  Senate 
action  on  the  farm  bill  will  make  it  unlikely  that 
this  provision  could  be  implemented  by  October 
1 ,  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Senate  Approves  Energy  Bill 

In  late  June,  the  Senate  approved  a  new  piece 
of  energy  legislation,  HR  6,  by  a  65-27  margin. 
The  bill  would  increase  ethanol  production  by 
increasing  the  renewable  fuels  standard  to  36 
billion  gallons  a  year  by  2022,  compared  to  '06 
production  of  approximately  7  billion  gallons. 
The  bill  also  contains  important  new  measures 
to  assist  in  developing  the  infrastructure  to 
support  cellulosic  production  of  fuels. 

USD  A  WASDE  July  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply 
and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  July  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report 
for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2006/07  beginning 
stocks  were  unchanged  at  1,698,000  short  tons 
(raw  value),  while  production  was  lowered  to 
8,484,000  tons  from  8,486,000  tons  last  month. 
Beet  production  was  raised  1 ,000  to  4,999,000 
tons  while  cane  production  was  lowered  3,000 
to  3,485,000  tons.     Louisiana  and  Florida 


production  were  unchanged  at  1,335,000  tons! 
and  1,713,000  tons,  respectively.  Imports  were) 
lowered  to  2,009,000  tons  from  2,034,000  tons 
last  month.  As  a  result,  total  supply  wasl 
estimated  at  12,191,000  tons  versus  12,218,000 
tons  last  month.  Exports  were  increased  to 
400,000  tons  from  375,000  tons  and  food 
deliveries  were  increased  to  10,175,000  tons  from 
9,950,000  tons  last  month.  Total  use  was 
increased  to  10,575,000  tons  from  10,525,000  tons 
last  month,  leaving  ending  stocks  lower  at 
1,616,000  tons  from  1,693,000  tons  last  month. 
The  stocks  to  use  ratio  was  lowered  to  15.3 
percent  from  16.1  percent. 

For  2007/08,  the  lower  carry-in  was  partially 
offset  by  an  increase  in  production  to  8,292,000 
tons  from  8,255,000  tons  last  month,  with  beets 
rising  to  4,619,000  tons  from  4,520,000  tons  and 
cane  dropping  to  3,673,000  tons  from  3,735,000 
tons  last  month.  Louisiana  production  was 
unchanged  at  1,430,000  tons  while  Florida  was 
lowered  to  1 ,774,000  tons  from  1 ,870,000  tons. 
Imports  are  unchanged  at  1 ,889,000  tons,  leaving 
total  supply  lower  at  11,797,000  tons  versus 
11,837,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  are 
unchanged  at  250,000  tons  and  deliveries  at 
10,170,000  tons,  leaving  total  use  at  10,420,000 
tons.  Ending  stocks  are  lowered  to  1,377,000 
from  1,417,000  tons  last  month.  As  a  result,  the 
stocks  to  use  ratio  is  decreased  to  13.1  percent 
from  1 3.6  percent  last  month. 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Equipment  Co.,  inc. 

PREOWNED  UNITS  JUST  ARRIVED! 


ON  ALL  UNITS 


ON  *  UNITS 


Serial  # 

Hours 

P/G    Warr. 

Selling  Price 

RW8420P001554 

235  hp,  MFWD 

2,792 

30-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$  105,000.00 

RW8420P027605* 

235  hp,  MFWD 

1,997 

22-Mar-10 

5000  Hrs 

$  118,360.87 

RW8420P033041* 

235  hp,  MFWD 

2,105 

19-Apr-10 

5000  Hrs 

$  120,652.17 

RW8420P027742* 

235  hp,  MFWD 

2,288 

22-Mar-10 

5000  Hrs 

$  118,360.87 

RW7820D011448 

155  hp,  MFWD 

SOLD 

RW7420R002000 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

***On  Rent*** 

Call  for  reduced  price 

RW7420R004124 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

***On  Rent*** 

Call  for  reduced  price 

RW7420R001937 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

***On  Rent*** 

Call  for  reduced  price 

RW7420R001970 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

***On  Rent*** 

Call  for  reduced  price 

RW7420R004111 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

***On  Rent*** 

Call  for  reduced  price 

RW7420R002054 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

***On  Rent*** 

Call  for  reduced  price 

RW7420R004153 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

4,436 

29-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$     50,000.00 

RW7420R004148 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

4,189 

29-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$     50,000.00 

RW7420R002108 

115  hp,  Hi-Crop 

4,577 

29-Oct-08 

5000  Hrs 

$     50,000.00 
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Donaldsonville 
888-523-3373 

Chip  Crochet 
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Thibodaux 
888-527-2273 

Perry  Falcon 


YOUR  BY-PRODUCT  HAS  ALWAYS  BEEN  A  CO-PRODUCT 

QLF  Value  Added^ 

Commodity 


WE  chose  the  high  road  from  the  beginning  and  have  never  looked  back! 

The  world  price  of  molasses  has  doubled  in  recent  years 

Houston,  TX  Market  $  (short  ton,  79.5°  brix) 

Does  not  accurately  reflect: 
.    New  Orleans  market 
.    Florida  market 
.    US  market 
.    Wholesale  versus  Resale  prices 

(USDA  molasses  market  report  discontinued  years  ago) 
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.QUALITY  LIQUID 
FEEDS 

We  are  working  everyday  to 
bring  you  consistently  higher 
returns  year  after  year  over 
the  long  run  by  moving  your 
molasses  into  value  added 

v     products  in  the  liquid  feed 

<j     industry. 

Nutrition! 

More...  1 

M~'\   WHIM  QUALITY  COMIS  WIST. 

We  Are  Not  A  Trading  Company 

Quality  Liquid  Feeds  Inc.  •  3586  Hwy  23  N  -  Dodgeville,  WI 
800-236-2345  •  www.qlf.com 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 

New  Agronomist 

Farm  Machinery  Committee  Meeting 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  July  15, 
2007,  a  large  portion  of  the  sugar  cane 
belt  has  been  plagued  with  nearly  every 
day  rains.  Although,  the  daily  accumulation  of 
rain  may  have  not  necessarily  been  high,  the 
daily  totals  have  been  enough  to  keep  many 
growers  out  of  their  fallow  fields  and  from 
completing  a  portion  of  their  final  cultivations 
and  herbicide  applications.  In  some  cases, 
where  growers  were  unable  to  complete  layby 
herbicide  applications,  tie  vines  are  starting  to 
climb  up  the  stalks  of  cane.  A  number  of  growers 
had  hoped  to  treat  for  tie  vines  with  their  high 
clearance  spray  equipment.  Because  of  the  rapid 
growth  of  cane  and  due  to  wet  field  conditions, 
many  growers  who  were  expecting  to  complete 
their  layby  with  high  clearance  equipment  were 
unable  to  do  so.  Some  growers  were  planning 
to  treat  for  tie  vines  along  with  their  first 
application  of  insecticide.  However,  the  borer 
population  did  not  develop  as  early  as  most 
anticipated,  thereby  delaying  the  application  of 
herbicide  and  allowing  annoying  weeds  to 
establish  footholds  in  numerous  fields.  Aerial 
applications  have  also  been  hampered  by  the 
numerous  rains  and  the  unavailability  of  aerial 
applicators. 


This  crop  certainly  has  not  suffered  for  the 
lack  of  rain,  no  matter  what  area  or  parish  of  the 
cane  belt.  In  most  fields  (plant  cane  and  younger 
stubble),  at  least  6  to  8  mature  joints  can  be 
observed,  and  the  joints  each  range  from  8  to  9 
inches  in  length.  Many  growers  are  reporting 
daily  growth  measurements  in  the  range  of  1  to 
1 .25  inches  per  day.  With  this  year's  exceptional 
height,  planting  should  start  early.  With  a  little 
dry  weather  and  good  luck,  this  year's  planting 
may  be  completed  before  the  harvest  begins 
sometime  after  mid  September. 

This  morning  from  a  highway  90  overpass,  I 
saw  my  first  field  of  severely  lodged  cane.  The 
field  was  so  lodged  from  one  end  to  the  other 
that  it  appeared  as  if  a  roller  of  some  sort  had 
made  several  passes  throughout  the  entire  field. 
Growers  throughout  the  state  are  also  reporting 
numerous  fields  that  have  been  knocked  down 
during  thundershowers.  As  cane  continues  to 
grow,  more  and  more  fields  will  take  the  plunge. 
Hopefully,  as  many  have  stated,  "this  early 
lodging  is  a  sign  that  the  crop  is  heavy  and  we 
will  have  a  lot  of  tonnage  for  the  mills." 

With  ideal  growing  conditions,  it  appears  as 
though  both  LCP  85-384  and  Ho  95-988  have 
grown  through  the  early  severe  rust  infestations 
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that  were  found  in  fields  of  these  two  varieties 
during  mid  June.  In  these  early-infested  fields, 
the  older  infections  of  rust  can  be  found  on  the 
more  mature  leaves,  however  with  the  rapid 
growth  and  the  emergence  of  newer  leaves  the 
top  of  the  canopy  is  green  while  many  of  the 
lower  leaves  look  as  if  they  have  been  sprayed 
with  a  contact  herbicide.  These  new  green 
leaves  are  able  to  produce  energy  for  rapid  stalk 
growth,  increasing  tonnage.  Although  there 
were  some  fields  of  HoCP  96-540  that  exhibited 
moderate  amounts  of  rust  in  mid  June,  none  of 
these  fields  ever  became  as  severely  infested 
with  rust,  as  did  fields  of  LCP  85-384  or  Ho  95- 
988.  Although  some  HoCP  96-540  fields  were 
off-color  due  to  rust,  their  growth  rates  appear 
not  to  have  been  greatly  hampered  by  the  rust. 
Again,  this  year  throughout  the  industry,  smut 
is  being  reported  in  fields  of  L  97- 128.  This  year's 
ideal  growing  conditions  have  allowed  the 
infected  smut  stalks  to  grow  at  a  very  rapid  pace, 
keeping  many  smut  whips  well  above  L  97-128's 
canopy.  In  discussions  with  growers,  most  are 
not  planting  as  much  L  97-128  as  originally 
expected.  L  97-128's  sucrose  content  has  not 
been  as  high  as  originally  expected,  anticipation 
of  higher  yields  from  L  99-226,  and  the  amount 
of  smut  found  in  fields  of  L  97- 1 28  are  the  main 
reasons  given  for  the  decreased  planting  of  L 
97-128.  For  those  growers  who  are  planting  L 
97-128,  they  are  reminded  to  inspect  fields  that 
will  be  used  for  seed  and  that  any  seed  plots 
exceeding  2%  infected  stalks  should  not  be  used 
for  seed. 

New  Agronomist 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  proud  to 
announce  the  addition  of  Mr.  Nathan 
Blackwelder  to  its  agronomy  staff.  Nathan  is  a 
native  of  Liberty,  TX.  In  2004,  he  graduated 
from  Texas  A&M  University,  College  Station, 
TX,  receiving  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
Agricultural  Systems  Management  with  a  minor 
in  Agronomy.  Prior  to  his  employment  by  the 
League,  Nathan  was  employed  in  farm 
production  management  on  an  8,500-acre  rice, 
grain  sorghum,  and  soybean  farm  near  Dayton, 
TX.  Nathan  has  some  cane  experience  that  he 


acquired  during  his  employment  by  Pesi|l  * 
Management  Enterprises  of  Cheney  ville,  LA.  I 
Nathan  will  assume  the  responsibilities  foi  W 
coordinating  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  j[ 
seed  increase  plots  in  the  western  half  of  the  I11 
cane  belt.  Additionally,  he  will  interact  daily  with  I 
cane  growers  and  processors,  cooperate  with  I 
sugarcane  researchers  of  various  disciplines,,  :ff 
and  participate  in  the  variety-testing  program.  W 


Farm  Machinery  Committee  Meeting 

Near  the  end  of  October  2006,  the  Farm 
Machinery  Committee  met  to  discuss 
improvements  and  modifications  to  whole  stalk 
mechanical  planters.  The  goal  of  the  committee 
is  to  develop  a  mechanical  planter  that  is  more 
consistent  and  cost-effective  than  those  in  use. 
by  the  industry  at  this  time.  The  result  of  that 
committee  meeting  was  to  request  Mr.  David 
Louviere  to  modify  an  existing  eight-foot  wide 
front-end  planting  planter.  The  modifications 
were  to  include  increasing  the  diameter  of  the 
planting  drum  and  adding  a  belt  to  the  bottom  of 
the  planting  wagon.  The  modifications  call  for 
the  belt  to  run  the  full-length  of  the  wagon.  It 
was  hoped  that  a  belt  would  give  less  problems 
than  the  slats  in  that  are  now  used  in  planters.  It 
was  suggested  that  when  the  slats  are  removed 
from  the  floor,  that  the  drum  could  be  moved 
closer  to  the  floor  of  the  planter.  The  less 
distance  between  the  drum  and  the  floor  of  the 
planting  wagon  should  increase  consistency  by 
planting  fewer  bundles  (15  to  20  stalks).  With 
the  belt  it  is  assumed  that  as  the  cane  is  moved 
toward  the  planting  drum  by  the  moving  floor 
(belt)  it  is  will  not  become  all  tangled  up  and 
misaligned  before  it  makes  contact  with  the 
fingers  of  the  drum.  The  committee  had  hoped 
that  the  modifications  could  be  made  to  the 
planter  before  the  2006  crop  was  done.  Due  to 
delays  in  getting  material  needed  to  complete 
the  modifications  to  the  planter,  the  work  on  the 
planter  was  not  completed  until  early  spring  2007. 

On  July  10,  the  Farm  Machinery  Committee 
met  to  review  what  modifications  had  been 
completed.  Mr.  Louviere  discussed  his  changes 
to  the  existing  planter.  They  included  the 
addition  of  a  belt  to  the  wagon  floor,  increasing 
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the  drum  size,  increasing  the  height  of  the 
planter  by  10  inches,  and  changing  the  angle  of 
the  doors  through  which  the  planted  cane  falls 
into  the  open  row.  Additionally,  Mr.  Louviere 
increased  both  the  length  and  the  opening  width 
of  the  planting  fingers.  The  newer  varieties  (Ho 
95-988,  HoCP  96-540,  L  97-128,  and  L  99-226)  are 
much  larger  barrel  canes  than  LCP  85-384.  The 
narrow  opening  of  the  fingers,  now  in  use,  do 
not  do  a  good  job  of  grabbing  the  new  larger 
barrel  cane  stalks.  It  was  noted  that  the  fingers 
with  small  openings  tend  to  injure  the  seedcane 
by  scraping,  breaking,  and  gouging  out  chunks 
of  the  stalk.  A  number  of  tests  will  be  conducted 
this  year  in  an  effort  to  determine  if  these  or 
other  modifications  have  added  to  the 
consistency  and  productivity  of  mechanical 
planters.  Several  members  of  the  committee 
noted  that  a  mechanical  planter  is  a  machine; 
that  it  does  the  same  thing  day  after  day,  and 
that  a  mechanical  planter  has  the  same 
mechanical  capacity  no  matter  what  variety  is 
being  planted,  the  straightness  of  the  cane  in 
the  planter  wagon,  the  time  of  day,  or  how  high 
the  humidity.  However,  the  consistency  of  the 
product  that  is  being  planted  has  a  great 
instability  in  its  uniformity. 

Most  of  the  committee  members  agreed  that 
placement  (loading)  of  the  cane  into  the  planting 
wagon  is  something  that  can  be  improved  by 
management  practices.  There  were  several 
suggestions  that  the  quality  of  the  load  in  the 


wagon  starting  with  the  harvesting  of  the 
seedcane,  and  how  the  heap  row  was  cut  and 
then  loaded  into  the  planting  wagon.  Some  of 
the  suggestions  are  as  follows: 

1.  Harvest  so  that  most  butts  are  in  the  same 
direction. 

2.  If  cutting  with  2-row  harvester  make  sure 
to  keep  heap  row  very  tight. 

3.  Seed  cane  should  be  topped  at  the  5  to  6 
foot  level. 

4.  When  loading,  do  not  roll  the  heap  row. 

5.  Pick  up  a  small  grab  of  cane  each  time  for 
placement  into  the  planting  wagon. 

6.  Place  cane  in  wagon;  don't  just  chunk  it, 
the  bottom  ends  of  the  cane  need  to 
contact  the  floor  of  the  planting  wagon. 

7.  Leave  as  few  voids  as  possible  when 
loading  each  layer  of  cane. 

Time,  labor,  and  weather  conditions  do  not 
always  allow  ideal  practices  to  be  followed. 
Nevertheless,  if  followed,  the  above  suggestions 
should  help  to  improve  the  consistency  of 
mechanical  planters. 

If  anyone  has  other  suggestions  for  improving 
the  consistency  or  efficiency  of  the  mechanical 
planters,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  any 
member  of  the  Farm  Machinery  Committee  or 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  office. 
Hopefully,  this  year's  planting  will  come  off 
without  any  significant  problems,  and  we  can 
go  into  this  harvest  season  without  having  to 
worry  about  completing  planting. 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle  LA  70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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Enhance  The  w% 
of  Your  Field 

Amino  Grow  is  a  supplement  used  together  with  your 
current  fertilization  program  to  enhance  your  crop  yield. 
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Recent  tests  at 

Louisiana  State  University 

show  significant 


www.aminogrow.com 

For  more  information  on  this  amazing  product, 

or  complete  details  on  the  LSU  study, 

contact  sales  specialist  Erin  Kelley  or  George  Schaffer 

at225.329-713«t. 


s.  Stronger 
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Plants.  Bigger  Yield. 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


League  Scores  in  Baton  Rouge 

Tax  Credit 

Foreign  Drivers 


The  League  offered  one  of  the  most 
aggressive  agendas  in  its  history  to  the 
legislature  this  year  and  came  out  with 
two  big  wins.  A  refundable  tax  credit  was 
authorized  for  the  costs  associated  with  adding 
the  third  axle  to  cane  hauling  trailers  and  in  a 
separate  bill  the  modifications  we  sought  were 
granted  to  the  provisions  regarding  foreign 
drivers. 

Tax  Credit 

The  tax  credit  works  like  this:  costs  associated 
with  making  the  conversion  to  accommodate  a 
third  axle  on  cane  hauling  trailers  will  qualify  for 
a  tax  credit,  or  a  tax  rebate  if  no  tax  is  owed,  in  the 
year  you  experience  the  costs.  The  first  year  the 
credit  is  available  is  2009.  The  credits  will  decline 
in  value  each  year  for  five  years.  The  schedule 
of  available  credits  works  like  this: 
$8,500  per  trailer  paid  during  2009 
$8,000  per  trailer  paid  during  2010 
$7,500  per  trailer  paid  during  20 1 1 
$7,000  per  trailer  paid  during  2012 
$6,500  per  trailer  paid  during  20 1 3 
Conversion  costs  incurred  after  201 3  will  not 
qualify  for  tax  credits. 

Those  farmers  or  mills  who  have  already 
experienced  some  costs  in  anticipation  of  the 
third  axle  deadline  will  receive  credit  for  those 
expenditures.  Some  of  the  details  of  this  process 
seemed  too  detailed  for  debate  in  a  short  session 


like  we  just  experienced  so  a  process  of 
promulgation  will  begin  involving  the  Department 
of  Revenue,  League  officials  and  legislators,  but 
the  spirit  of  the  legislative  intent  is  clear  on  that 
point  -  no  one  will  be  left  out,  unless  you  fail  to 
act  by  2013.  Special  permits  for  100,000  lbs.  will 
not  be  available  after  that  date  and  trailers 
without  the  third  axle  will  be  limited  to  84,500  lbs. 

The  bill,  Senate  Bill  9,  actually  started  out  as 
an  outright  repeal  of  the  third  axle  requirement 
but  the  bill's  sponsor,  Senate  President  Don 
Hines,  Bunkie,  offered  amendments  at  the  first 
committee  hearing  to  simply  delay  the  deadline 
to  the  year  2015.  In  that  form,  the  bill  passed 
through  the  Senate  without  much  official 
objection,  but  when  the  bill  reached  the  House 
of  Representatives  law  makers  with  a  history  of 
funding  the  state's  highways  approached  League 
officials  with  warnings  that  the  bill  would  not 
pass  the  House.  They  cited  recent  studies  done 
by  the  Department  of  Transportation  showing 
the  damage  a  100,000  lb.  load  does  to  roads. 

With  the  help  and  guidance  of  Senator  Hines 
and  Senate  Transportation  Committee  Chairman 
Noble  Ellington,  Winnsboro,  the  bill  was 
amended  in  the  House  Transportation  Committee 
to  change  it  into  a  tax  credit  bill.  Rep.  Roy 
Quezaire,  Donaldson ville,  Chairman  of  the  House 
Transportation  Committee  oversaw  the  orderly 
process  of  changing  the  bill  to  a  tax  credit.  Rep. 
Karen  St.  Germain  of  Plaquemine  was  a  very 


15 


effective  lobbyist  on  the  League's  behalf  working 
the  committee  members  to  gain  approval  and  was 
equally  effective  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  Rep. 
Taylor  Townsend  of  Natchitoches,  who  is 
chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee, 
the  Committee  which  usually  hears  tax  credits 
(and  kills  them),  was  instrumental  is  gaining  the 
confidence  of  the  legislators  on  the  issue  when  it 
reached  the  floor.  Hasty  amendments  were  added 
to  delay  the  effect  of  the  act  from  20 1 2  to  20 1 3  to 
avoid  controversy  in  this  budget  year  and  minor 
adjustments  will  have  to  be  made  next  year,  but 
no  problems  are  anticipated. 

The  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture  Bob  Odom  played 
major  roles  in  this  effort.  Representatives  for  both 
organizations  worked  tirelessly  to  help  law  makers 
understand  our  situation.  The  Department  of 
Transportation  and  the  Department  or  Revenue 
were  very  helpful  also.  Transportation 
Department  officials  offered  testimony  that  once 
the  third  axle  is  in  place  the  Department  will  save 
over  $6,000,000  annually  in  road  repair  and  bridge 


maintenance.  We  have  never  had  this  level  of 
cooperation  before,  and  it  made  the  difference. 

Foreign  Drivers 

Representative  Jim  Fannin  of  Jonesboro  did 
the  League  a  big  favor  by  using  one  of  his  allotted 
five  bills  to  address  the  needs  of  farmers  who 
need  foreign  drivers  to  get  their  crop  to  the  mill. 
In  odd-numbered  years  the  legislature  meets  on 
an  abbreviated  basis  and  lawmakers  are  allowed 
only  five  bills  each.  Score  one  for  Joe  Mapes, 
the  lobbyist  for  the  Farm  Bureau,  who  persuaded 
Rep.  Fannin  to  make  this  sacrifice.  Mape's 
assistance  was  crucial  and  Brian  Breaux,  also  with 
the  Bureau,  was  a  huge  help  in  getting  Weights 
and  Standards  people  to  understand  how 
desperate  we  were  to  make  changes  in  the 
licensing  process  to  allow  us  to  get  the  drivers 
we  need  from  foreign  countries. 

The  change  we  sought  was  simple;  change 
the  number  of  days  remaining  on  a  Visa  from  1 80 
days  to  60  days.  The  seasonal  nature  of  our  need 
of  foreign  drivers  prevents  us  from  hiring  such 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 


Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  '  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  '  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


italQne 


©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 
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workers  on  a  long  contract.  You  must  pay  these 
workers  for  half  of  the  remaining  contract  period 
if  you  terminate  them  early.  Time  management  is 
critical  in  these  matters,  and  too  many  of  our 
workers  in  the  past  did  not  have  180  days 
remaining  on  their  Visa  and  could  not  get  a 
Louisiana  license.  So  we  changed  that 
requirement  to  60  days.  Other  states  are  much 
more  lenient  than  Louisiana. 

In  the  next  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin  more  of 
what  the  legislature  did  and  didn't  do  in  this,  the 
last  term  in  office  for  about  half  of  the  Senators 
and  Representatives. 


Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 


Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer  (License#650-07) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser  #01249 
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HON  I  RON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crvstallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honiron.com 

Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


Did  you  know... 

FarmWorks 


with 


you  can: 


*/  RolloV€r  year  cane  numbers  on  your  maps  (P,  1,  2,  3,  etc.) 

V  Use  the  program  to  easily  Calculate  Acres 

•  Plan  a  Ripeiter  Map  with  ease. 


rw  1 09@charter.net 


FARM   ~ 
yORKS 
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Ronald  Woods 
(985)369-6611 
(985)513-0791 


First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 
Agricultural  Lender 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 
It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 
At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


Michele  Simoneaux  Dean  Martin  Donna  Booty 

Give  us  a  call  in  Thibodaux!      (985)  446-9450 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD 
LSU  AgCenter 


The  Cost  of  Waiting  Time  During  Harvest 


Sugarcane  harvest  operations  represent  a 
major  portion  of  total  farm  production 
costs.  Projected  sugarcane  production 
costs  for  2007,  published  by  the  LSU  AgCenter, 
indicate  that  for  harvest  through  third  stubble, 
total  harvest  costs  account  for  approximately  33 
percent  of  total  farm  costs,  more  than  any  other 
cost  category  associated  with  sugarcane 
production.  When  evaluating  a  farm  operation 
to  identify  what  changes  could  be  made  to 
improve  production  efficiency  and  lower  costs, 
you  want  to  focus  on  those  areas  which  would 
have  a  significant  impact  on  reducing  total  costs 
per  unit  of  output.  Harvest  operations  are 
probably  one  of  the  most  important  phases  of 
production  where  increases  in  efficiency  can 
have  dramatic  impacts  on  lowering  production 
cost. 

One  factor  which  has  a  significant  influence 
on  actual  sugarcane  harvest  cost  per  acre  is  the 
impact  of  waiting  time  on  harvest  operations. 
As  the  number  of  trucks  arriving  at  a  mill  to 
unload  harvested  sugarcane  from  farms  in  a 
given  time  period  increases,  the  time  required 
for  a  truck  to  be  sampled  at  the  core  lab,  unload 
in  the  mill  yard  or  on  the  feeder  table,  and  return 
to  the  farm  also  increases.  In  some  cases,  this 
increased  turnaround  time  at  mill  causes  harvest 


operations  at  the  farm  to  stop  in  order  to  wait  for 
a  truck  to  arrive  at  the  farm.  This  potential  waiting 
time  increases  actual  harvest  costs  per  acre 
primarily  due  to  the  additional  fuel  and  labor 
costs  associated  with  the  stoppage  of  harvest 
operations  to  wait  for  a  truck  to  arrive  at  the  farm. 

Increased  waiting  time  during  harvest 
operations  would  impact  variable  harvest  costs, 
primarily  fuel  and  labor  costs  of  the  harvester 
and  tractors.  Total  variable  harvest  cost  for 
Louisiana  are  projected  at  $144.54  per  harvested 
acre  for  2007  and  include  charges  for  fuel,  labor, 
repairs  and  interest  on  operating  capital.  Of  this 
amount,  the  fuel  and  labor  costs  of  operating  a 
harvester  and  three  tractor  and  wagon  transport 
units  are  estimated  at  $85.64  per  harvested  acre. 
The  performance  rate  specified  for  the  harvester 
and  wagons  is  0.70  hours  per  acre.  In  other  words, 
harvest  costs  are  estimated  based  on  the 
assumption  that  it  takes  0.70  hours  (42  minutes) 
to  harvest  one  acre  of  sugarcane.  This 
performance  rate  represents  an  average  value 
over  a  relatively  wide  range  of  actual  values. 

In  order  to  evaluate  the  impact  of  increases  in 
waiting  time  on  harvest  cost,  an  analysis  was 
conducted  to  estimate  changes  in  harvest  cost 
resulting  from  increased  waiting  time  by  adjusting 
the  performance  rate  of  harvest  operations.  This 
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analysis  focused  on  the  fuel  and  labor  costs 
associated  with  the  harvester  and  tractors  and 
wagons  since  these  are  the  cost  items  most 
directly  impacted  by  waiting  time.  To  simulate  a 
range  of  possible  waiting  times,  harvest  time  was 
increased  from  five  to  twenty  minutes  per  acre  to 
represent  the  stoppage  of  harvest  operations  to 
wait  for  a  truck  to  arrive.  This  resulted  in  an 
adjustment  of  the  harvest  performance  rate  from 
0.70  hours  per  acre  to  values  between  a  range  of 
0.78  and  1.03  hours  per  acre.  Fuel  consumption 
of  the  harvester  and  tractors  were  adjusted  using 
a  factor  of  40  percent  to  reflect  idle  speed  during 
waiting  time.  Labor  for  the  combine  harvester 
operator  was  charged  at  a  rate  of  $  1 5.30  per  hour 
and  labor  for  tractor  operators  was  charged  at  a 
rate  of  $9.60  per  hour.  Results  of  this  cost  analysis 
are  presented  in  the  table  below. 

Fuel  and  labor  cost  of  harvest  operations, 
assuming  no  waiting  time,  is  estimated  at  $85.64 
per  acre.  A  five  minute  increase  in  waiting  time 
was  estimated  to  increase  harvest  cost  by  $6.24 
to  $91.89  per  acre.  This  represents  an  7.3  percent 
increase  in  harvest  fuel  and  labor  cost  or  a  cost 
increase  of  $1.25  per  acre  for  every  minute  of 
waiting  time.  A  twenty  minute  increase  in  waiting 
time  was  estimated  to  increase  harvest  costs  by 
$25.75  per  acre  or  $  1 .29  per  acre  for  every  minute 


of  waiting  time.  Although  a  farm  would  probably 
not  average  this  amount  of  waiting  time  over 
the  entire  farm  during  the  harvest  season,  this 
type  of  scenario  could  easily  exist  periodically 
on  a  few  days  of  harvest. 

This  analysis  indicates  that  harvest  fuel  and 
labor  costs  increase  by  approximately  $  1 .30  per 
harvested  acre  for  every  one  minute  of 
additional  waiting  time  on  the  impacted  acres. 
Although  this  cost  increase  might  seem 
insignificant  at  first  glance,  it  could  quickly  add 
up  on  days  when  harvest  operations  do  not 
run  smoothly. 

There  are  many  factors  which  can  interrupt 
or  prolong  daily  harvest  operations.  Many  of 
these  factors  are  often  times  beyond  the  control 
of  the  farm  operator.  However,  coordination  of 
harvest  and  delivery  operations  is  one  area 
where  improvements  in  operation  efficiency 
leading  to  reduced  harvest  and  transport  costs 
are  possible  at  both  the  farm  and  mill  level.  With 
narrower  profit  margins  today,  areas  where 
operational  improvements  can  be  made  to  lower 
costs  cannot  be  ignored.  Evidence  of  this  can 
be  seen  in  the  research  and  implementation  of 
coordinated  harvest  and  transport  operations 
in  other  sugarcane  producing  regions. 


Impact  of  increased  waiting  time  on  sugarcane  harvest  costs  per  acre,  2007 


Increased 

Harvest 

Harvest 

Change 

Cost  of 

waiting 

performance 

fuel  and 

from  base 

waiting 

time 

rate 

labor  cost  1/ 

harvest  cost 

time 

(minutes 

(hours/acre) 

(dollars/acre) 

(dollars/acre) 

(dollar s/min) 

per  acre) 

0 

0.70 

85.64 

- 

- 

5 

0.78 

91.89 

6.24 

1.25 

10 

0.87 

98.91 

13.27 

1.33 

15 

0.95 

105.15 

19.51 

1.30 

20 

1.03 

111.40 

25.75 

1.29 

1/  Estimated  fuel  and  labor  cost  for 

a  harvester  and  three  tractor/wagon  units. 
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ering  a  New  Choice  lor 
High-Quality  Seedcane 

SugarTech  seedcane  meets  quality  standards  enforced  by  LDAF 
that  can  help  improve  your  cane  production.  Planting  certified 
seedcane  is  your  quickest  route  to  healthier,  full-scale  production. 

Our  seedcane  is  continually  checked  for  diseases  and  is 
produced  under  stringent  quality  control  standards  in  highly 
sanitary  conditions. 

Ask  your  Helena  representative  to  explain  the  advantages  of  the 
SugarTech  system.  Then  go  with  a  certified  source  of  seedcane- 
SugarTech! 


Thibodaux        St.  Martinville 
985-446-5881     337-394-3875 


sSugarTech 


New  Roads  Bunkie 

225-638-7056    318-346-6651 
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Need  for  Healthy  Seedcane  and  Disease  Testing 


Jeff  Hoy 

Plant  Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology  Department 

LSU  AgCenter 


T|he  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  now  has  some  promising  new  varieties  that  will  be  used  to ' 
replace  LCP  85-384.  It  was  difficult  for  the  Variety  Selection  Program  to  find  alternatives  to  384, 
so  some  of  the  new  varieties  were  released  even  though  they  have  potential  for  problems  with:; 
disease  susceptibility.  Ho  95-988,  L  97- 1 28,  L  99-226,  and  L  99-233  can  get  smut;  HoCP  96-540  may  j 
become  infected  with  Sugarcane  yellow  leaf  virus;  the  newest  variety,  HoCP  00-950,  may  get  leaf: 
scald,  and  L  97-128,  L  99-226,  L  99-233,  and  HoCP  00-950  are  susceptible  to  ratoon  stunting  disease^ 
(RSD).  L  99-233  is  particularly  susceptible  to  RSD.  The  new  varieties  have  very  good  yield  potential, 
but  in  order  to  reach  this  potential,  they  must  be  kept  healthy.  All  the  diseases  mentioned  above  are 
"systemic"  diseases  that  are  distributed  throughout  the  plant  and  can  be  spread  and  increased 
through  planting.  They  also  can  be  controlled  on  the  farm  with  a  healthy  seedcane  program  based  on 
tissue  culture.  If  a  healthy  seedcane  program  is  used  routinely  and  effectively,  these  diseases  should 
not  reach  damaging  levels  in  the  new  varieties. 

Most  of  the  industry  now  relies  on  healthy  seedcane  produced  through  tissue  culture,  but  hot 
water  treatment  is  used  in  some  places.  Done  properly,  heat  treatment  will  provide  good  control  of 
smut  and  RSD.  It  will  provide  less  control  of  leaf  scald  and  little  or  no  control  of  yellow  leaf,  the 
disease  caused  by  a  virus.  Another  virus  disease,  mosaic,  is  currently  being  effectively  controlled 
with  resistant  varieties  but  remains  a  potential  problem.  The  Florida  variety,  CP  89-2143,  being  grown 
on  some  farms  is  susceptible  to  mosaic.  Routine  heat  treatment  has  no  effect  on  virus  diseases. 

In  order  for  a  healthy  seedcane  program  to  be  effective,  several  things  need  to  be  done.  First,  fresh 
healthy  seedcane  needs  to  be  obtained  on  a  yearly  basis.  Second,  healthy  seedcane  should  not  be 
increased  too  many  times.  Each  cutting  represents  an  opportunity  for  infection  with  RSD,  and  the 
other  diseases  can  be  introduced  by  wind-blown  spores  or  by  insect  vectors.  Once  established,  all 
will  increase  over  multiple  growing  seasons  and  may  eventually  reach  damaging  levels.  The  optimum 
would  be  to  increase  seedcane  sources  no  more  than  two  times  and  then  grow  the  cane  through  one 
crop  cycle  for  the  mill.  The  last  thing  that  can  help  the  program  operate  efficiently  is  to  monitor 
disease.  Smut,  leaf  scald,  and  mosaic  can  be  monitored  by  observing  visible  external  symptoms  of 
disease,  whereas  RSD  and  yellow  leaf  require  a  lab  test  for  detection. 

Disease  testing  for  RSD  or  yellow  leaf  can  serve  as  a  "quality  contror  to  make  sure  the  significant 
investment  in  time  and  money  required  for  a  healthy  seedcane  program  is  providing  the  expected 
benefits.  The  LSU  AgCenter  Sugarcane  Disease  Detection  Lab  will  conduct  RSD  and  yellow  leaf 
testing  at  no  cost  to  the  grower.  The  sample  tissue  needed  for  yellow  leaf  testing,  the  leaf  midvein, 
can  be  obtained  throughout  the  year,  but  the  sample  needed  for  RSD  detection,  the  lowest  joint  from 
a  mature  stalk,  is  only  available  during  the  late  planting  and  harvest  periods.  The  best  place  to  test 
for  RSD  is  old  stubble  of  mill  cane.  This  the  end  of  the  healthy  seedcane  "pipeline. "  If  there  is  a 
problem  with  RSD,  it  will  be  easily  detected  with  a  20  stalk  sample,  and  the  extent  of  the  problem  will 
be  evident.  The  easiest  time  for  sampling  is  between  the  end  of  planting  and  the  beginning  of 
harvest.  However,  the  lab  will  accept  samples  anytime  from  September  through  the  end  of  harvest. 
Your  consultant  or  County  Agent  can  help  you  with  the  sampling  process. 

RSD  is  now  at  low  levels  in  the  industry.  RSD  testing  conducted  during  2006  found  that  3.5%  of 
the  fields  tested  had  RSD,  and  the  stalk  infection  frequency  was  only  1%.  However,  RSD  was 
detected  on  13%  of  the  farms  tested,  so  the  disease  is  lingering  in  the  industry  at  low  levels.  LCP  85- 
384  has  some  resistance  to  RSD  infection,  and  this  was  a  big  help  in  reducing  the  detrimental  impact 
of  RSD.  The  switch  to  new  RSD  susceptible  varieties  could  allow  RSD  to  increase  again  unless  care 
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is  taken.  It  took  a  long,  long  time  to  get  RSD  to  minor  disease  status,  so  we  need  to  take  precautions 
to  keep  it  that  way. 

A  healthy  seedcane  program  is  more  important  than  ever.  Multiple  diseases  are  a  threat  to  the  new 
varieties.  Smut  cannot  be  ignored.  We  have  observed  that  it  can  build  up  to  damaging  levels  in  L  97- 
128  and  Ho  95-988.  This  also  may  be  the  case  with  L  99-226  and  L  99-233.  We  are  hopeful  that  an 
active,  industry-wide  healthy  seedcane  program  will  keep  leaf  scald  and  mosaic  as  minor  problems 
and  prevent  yellow  leaf  from  becoming  one.  Action  is  needed  to  make  sure  that  RSD  does  not 
rebound  in  L  99-233,  L  99-226,  and  HoCP  00-950.  Your  healthy  seedcane  program  is  not  the  place  to 
try  to  cut  costs.  Disease  testing  for  RSD  and  yellow  leaf  is  a  no-cost  extra  step  that  can  help  insure 
that  the  program  is  effective. 


Manage  Shucks  and  Trash 

At  Harvest 

WITHOUT  BURNING! 


INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row    ^T/tSgggd 

I      "  " 1 


Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

Doesn't  Choke 


Contact  Your 


Distributor: 


M — — 


QUIPMENT 


^O 


Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  607 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 

St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  500-264-7067 


SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lanie 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


syist 


800-676-2146 

www.sunc0marketin3.com 
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Pipeline  Safety 


This  is  a  topic  that's  not  often  talked  about,  but  the  importance  of  knowing  where  underground 
utility  lines  are  located  can't  be  over  emphasized.  This  reminder  is  being  sent  out  because  this  is  the 
time  of  year  when  producers  are  sub-soiling  their  fields.  Furthermore,  many  fields  have  been  precision 
graded  so  the  depth  of  these  pipelines  may  have  changed  over  time.  Even  if  a  producer  thinks  they 
know  where  pipelines  are  located,  it  is  best  to  be  safe  and  call  the  new  811  number.  Louisiana  One 
Call  makes  it  easy  to  keep  pipeline  safety  a  priority  in  your  operation. 


LA  One  Call  8  I  I  Press  Release 
LOCI  39  /February  7,  2007 
Page  1 


Company  Contact 

David  Frey,  Damage  Prevention  Manager 

Louisiana  One  Call,  Inc. 

2215  W.  Boardwalk  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  708 1 6 

800  584-4274 

225  275-3700 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 


Louisiana  One  Call  Announces  81  1  "Call  Before  You  Dig"  Number 
to  Enhance  Public  Safety  &  Protect  Underground  Facilities 


Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  February  1  2,  2007  -  LA  One  Call  today  announced  the  launch  of  a 
new  8 1  1  "Call  Before  You  Dig"  number  that  will  help  excavators  avoid  damaging 
underground  utility  lines  or  causing  injury  or  service  outages  while  digging.   The  new  8 1  1 
number  will  take  effect  on  April  1 4. 

"This  new  81  1  service  makes  it  easier  than  ever  to  dig  safely,"  said  David  Frey,  Louisiana 
One  Call's  Damage  Prevention  Manager.    "One  simple,  free  phone  call  to  81  1  will  get  the 
approximate  location  of  underground  utilities  marked  for  free,  and  you  don't  have  to 
remember  any  other  number  no  matter  where  you  are  working." 

Previously,  each  state  one-call  center  answered  its  own,  unique  toll-free  number.    Beginning  on 
April  14,  callers  to  81  1  will  be  routed  to  the  center  serving  their  area.    Here  in  Louisiana, 
callers  can  expect  the  same  fast,  efficient  service  from  LA  One  Call  operators,  who  will 
continue  to  gather  information  about  the  location  and  type  of  excavation  so  that  utilities  and 
others  with  nearby  underground  lines  can  mark  them. 

"81  1  will  be  a  big  help  to  everyone  nationwide,"  says  Frey.    "Contractors  working  in  multiple 
states  will  appreciate  the  convenience.    But  so  will  anyone  who  works  on  their  yard  or 
garden." 

Louisiana  One  Call  is  the  state's  notification  program  for  excavation  and  demolition  activities 
as  provided  for  under  state  law.  The  law  requires  excavators  and  demolishers  to  call  before 
they  begin  their  work,  and  it  specifies  fines  of  up  to  $25,000  for  non-compliance.    LA  One 
Call  is  a  non-profit  association  funded  by  owners  and  operators  of  underground  facilities.   The 
service  is  free  to  businesses  and  the  general  public,  and  will  continue  to  be  available  at  800 
272-3020  as  well  as  8 1  1 .    For  more  information  about  the  service  visit  www.laonecall.com. 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


2004  JD  7420  Hi-Crop  Tractor,  3600  hrs.,  Warranty  till  9/08  or  4000  hrs.,  - 
$45,000;  1997  Freightliner  truck  w/sleeper,  70,000  miles  on  overhaul,  excellent 
condition,  asking  $18,000;  42'  Drop  Deck  w/  3  poly  tanks  -  $5,000.  Call  Tim  at 
337-278-1563  or  Stacey  at  337-278-9102. 

10  Davis  type  Billet  Cane  Carts  -  $6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Fabian  LeMaire  at 
337-519-1983  or  337-276-5975. 

1996  Austoft  Combine  has  sat  for  2  years  waiting  for  FS A,  only  4,500  engine 
hours,  elevator  and  engine  in  great  shape.  350  hp  Cummings,cut  600  tons  in  8 
hours  last  2  days  of  work  each  day.  Call  Malcolm  at  337-319-0574 

Broussard  2-row  Harvester  -  $25,000;  1991  Austoft  Combine;  4  Billet  Field 
Carts;  1991  Komatzu  200  with  grabs  and  2  buckets;  Covering  Tool  and 
Planter  Wagons;  6  Road  Trailers.  Call  Tommy  Thayer  or  Byrns  Eves  at  31 8- 
452-7945  or  318-452-5373. 

1998  Austoft  Combine  Harvester,  good  condition,  one  season  on  tracks  and 
elevator,  asking  $40,000.  Call  John  at  985-665-0161. 

1999  Cameco  Combine;  Combine  Trailer;  (10)  Bayou  Service  Direct  Haul 
Billet  Wagons,  17  tons  per  wagon  capacity.  Call  Ray  at  985-637-0780. 

International  Drain  Machine  -  $75;  2  Middle  Busters  -  $50  for  both;  18ft. 
M&W  Do-all  -  $600;  Cameco  Cane  Loader  on  Salvage  830  Case  Tractor  - 
$600;  International  15ft.  Field  Cultivator  -  $600;  3pt.  Hitch  2yd  Dirt  Scoop 
-  $400;  1  set  of  12.4x38  Clamp-on  Duals  -  $600;  1  set  of  2.4x36  Bolt-on 
Duals  -  $300;  3-row  Sprayer  with  Saddle  Tanks,  Racks  &  Pumps  -  $500; 
Cameco  Direct  Haul  Tandem  Cane  Wagon  with  extra  tires  and  wheels  -  $500. 
Call  John  at  225-717-0296  (cell)  or  225-473-6162  . 

Cameco  Rear  Drum  Planter  -  $800;  Zeringue  Rear  Drum  Planter  -  $700;  1 
set  of  20.8x38  Bolt-on  Duals  -  $500;  Cameco  V-Ditcher  -  $200;  2  Planters 
Aids  -  1@$300  &  1@$400;  Cameco  Shaver  on  12.4x36"  wheels  -  $200;  (2) 
500-gallon  tanks  on  wheels  -  $200  each;  John  Deere  12ft  Do- All  -  $500;  500- 
gallon  water  tank  on  wheels  -  $500.  No  reasonable  offer  will  be  refused. 
All  prices  are  negotiable.  Call  John  at  225-717-0296  (cell)  or  225-473-6162. 
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John  Earles,  Bunkie,  LA 

Mark  Engemann,  Maringouin,  LA 

John  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 

Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Charles  Guidry,  Erath,  LA 
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Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 
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HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Hon  iron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  •  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(5)honiron.com      www.  honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


"■:■■■.  :      '■■'".. 


UNITED  AGRI  PRODUCTS 


Performance 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


Value 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA         (337)  367-8233 


Manage  Shucks  and  Trash 

At  Harvest 

WITHOUT  BURNING! 


INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row 


Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

Doesn't  Choke 


Contact  Your  ^(PjY^KVfe  (fit7PJj/  Distributor: 


C-^AJUN 
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Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  607 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 

St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264-1061 


SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lanie 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


800-676-2146 
www.suncomarketing.com 
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With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 
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Unified  Support 

Call  Washington 

Sugar  vs.  Splenda 


This  year  the  American  Sugar  Alliance  held 
its  annual  Sweetener  Symposium  in  Napa 
Valley,  California.  A  very  strong  Louisiana 
contingency  of  more  than  60  attended  the 
meeting.  The  gathering  provides  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  us  to  visit  with  other  domestic 
sugar  producers  and  processors.  While  our 
sugar  growing  brothers'  hail  from  as  for  away  as 
Hawaii  to  the  west  and  Minnesota  to  the  north, 
we  find  that  about  the  only  thing  we  do  not  have 
in  common  is  that  they  speak  with  funny  accents. 
The  focus  of  the  symposium  was  on  the  sugar 
provisions  of  the  farm  bill  which  received 
approval  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  late 
July.  The  sugar  industry  is  excited  about  this 
farm  bill  as  it  provides  several  provisions  that 
can  improve  the  financial  outlook  for  America's 
sugar  farmers.  The  bill  now  moves  on  to  the 
Senate.  The  League's  Leadership  along  with 
industry  representatives  from  the  other  beet  and 
cane  states  is  continuing  our  proactive  approach 
to  advancing  this  farm  bill.  For  more  details  on 
the  Farm  Bill  see  Jack  Pettus'  Washington  Update 
on  page  7. 

The  2007  version  of  the  farm  bill  has  broad 
support  from  all  of  production  agriculture.  Mary 
Kay  Thatcher,  Director  of  Public  Policy,  American 
Farm  Bureau  Federation  and  Tom  Buis,  President 
of  the  National  Farmers  Union,  both  expressed 


support  for  the  legislation.  Unified  support  from 
everyone  in  production  agriculture  is  the  key  to 
moving  this  farm  bill  from  legislation  into  LAW. 

Call  Washington 

After  you  read  Jack's  article,  call  your  elected 
officials  in  Washington.  They  need  to  hear  from 
you.  First,  call  our  Senators  to  let  them  know  that 
we  need  their  help  to  advance  the  sugar 
provisions  that  are  in  the  House  passed  version 
of  the  farm  bill.  After  you  get  off  the  phone  with 
our  Senators  call  your  Congressman  and  let  him 
know  how  important  his  support  will  be  on  future 
farm  bill  votes.  We  have  only  won  the  first  battle 
in  the  farm  bill  'war.'  Other  battles  lie  ahead. 

Sugar  vs.  Splenda 

You  may  recall  that  almost  two  years  ago  our 
national  sugar  promotion  organization,  The  Sugar 
Association,  filed  a  law  suit  against  the  makers 
of  Splenda  alleging  that  their  "made  from  sugar 
so  it  taste  like  sugar"  slogan  was  misleading.  It 
leads  consumer  to  think  that  their  product,  which 
is  manufactured  in  a  chemical  plant,  is  somehow 
a  natural  product.  Our  law  suit  continues  and 
the  trial  date  is  scheduled  for  January  28,  2008. 
For  more  information  about  what  Splenda  really 
is  check  out  this  website: 

www.thetruthaboutsplenda.com. 


Kleentek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


CapHalOne 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins  *  Suppliers 

•  Sugar  mills  '  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for  your 
business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch,  call  1-888-855-2265, 
or  click  www.  capitalonebank.com 


T— I    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 

lender    ^2007  Capital  One  Services,  Inc.  Capital  One  is  a  federally-registered  trademark.  All  rights  reserved. 


244  Highway  3266     Thibodaux,  LA  70301  -1 602      Phone:  (985)  447-7285 


New  &  Used  Equipment 


Parts  &  Service 
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off-season  Repair 


Sales 
985-447-7285 


Parts 
985-493-5186 


Harvester  Repairs 
985-493-5018 


Nothing  Runs  Like  A  Deere! 
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Enhance  The  Yield 
of  Yaur  Field 

Amino  Grow  is  a  supplement  used  together  with  your 
current  fertilization  program  to  enhance  your  crop  yield. 


Recent  tests  at 

Louisiana  State  University 

show  significant 


mm 


wuvw.aminogrow.com 

For  more  information  on  this  amazing  product, 

or  complete  details  on  the  LSU  study, 
contact  sales  specialist  Erin  Kelley  or  George  Schaffer 


mm 


Stronger  Plants.  Bigger  Yield. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Farm  Bill  Battle  Moves  to  Senate 

USDA  Announces  FY08  Sugar  Program  Details 

USDA  WASDE  August  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


The  House  Leadership  took  a  bipartisan 
farm  bill  to  the  House  floor  in  late  July, 
but  added  provisions  to  the 
unanimously  approved  committee  bill  that 
triggered  partisan  battles  that  turned  the  final 
vote  into  a  partisan  event.  While  the  entire 
Louisiana  delegation  worked  to  fight  off 
amendments  that  could  have  killed  the 
momentum  for  the  bill,  most  of  the  GOP  members 
of  the  LA  delegation,  with  the  exception  of  Rep. 
Bobby  Jindal,  voted  against  the  bill  in  the  final 
House  vote.  The  bill  passed  by  a  231-191 
majority,  with  only  19  Republicans  voting  in 
favor  -  including  the  1 8  most  vulnerable  GOP 
Members  from  farming  regions  plus  Louisiana 
gubernatorial  candidate  and  Congressman 
Bobby  Jindal. 

Farmers  throughout  Louisiana  are  rightly 
confused  and  concerned  by  this  turn  of  events. 
The  delegation's  traditionally  strong  support 
for  the  agricultural  industry  and  the  farm  bill 
took  a  back  seat  in  the  partisan  uproar  in  the 
House,  and  this  is  a  cause  for  concern.  Once 
the  Senate  completes  action  on  its  version  of  a 
bill  (more  on  that  below),  the  two  chambers  will 
conference  to  resolve  differences  between  the 
two  bills  before  sending  a  compromise  bill  back 
for  House  and  Senate  votes. 


We  can  hold  out  optimism  that  the  final 
conference  agreement  will  make  changes  to  the 
nutrition  and  tax-related  issues  that  sparked  the 
partisan  fight  in  the  House,  but  Members  will 
also  need  to  understand  that  this  bill  is  too 
important  to  the  state  to  allow  extraneous  issues 
to  wreck  a  very  good  bill.  When  the  House  has 
the  opportunity  to  vote  on  the  conferenced  farm 
bill  package,  it  will  be  important  to  line  up 
sufficient  votes  to  make  a  veto-threat,  already 
laid  down  by  the  Administration,  meaningless. 
To  do  so  would  require  a  two-thirds  vote  in 
favor  of  the  conference  report  (i.e.  supporters 
will  need  nearly  80  additional  votes),  so  the 
votes  of  the  four  GOP  Members  from  Louisiana 
who  voted  against  the  farm  bill  will  be  crucial. 

The  House  farm  bill  includes  measures  to: 

1.  Increase  the  raw  sugar  loan  rate  by  .5 
cent  (to  18.5  cents/lb). 

2.  Change  administration  of  the  tariff  rate 
quota  (TRQ)  to  require  that  the  initial 
TRQ  is  set  at  the  minimum  level  to 
comply  with  US  trade  agreements,  with 
"shipping  patterns"  limits  on  large 
quota  holders. 

3.  Establish  an  Overall  Allotment 
Quantity  (OAQ)  at  85%  of 
consumption. 
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4.  Require  data  on  the  Mexican  sweetener 
market  in  the  monthly  Supply /Demand 
estimates  released  by  USDA. 

5.  Establish  a  small  sucrose  ethanol 
program  to  move  unneeded  sugar 
supplies  into  the  ethanol  sector. 

The  month  of  August  should  give  Senate 
Leadership  time  to  determine  whether  Chairman 
Harkin  can  develop  sufficient  support  for  his 
own  farm  bill  blueprint  to  move  a  separate  Senate 
bill.  If  the  Chairman  clearly  does  not  have  the 
support  of  the  rest  of  the  committee,  the 
leadership  could  opt  to  use  the  House  bill  as  a 
template  for  Senate  action,  either  in  committee 
or  by  moving  the  bill  directly  to  the  Senate  floor. 

Floor  time  is  precious  in  the  Senate  in 
September  because  of  various  holidays  and  the 
September  15th  delivery  of  the  military's  update 
on  Iraq,  which  is  likely  to  swallow  much  of  the 
floor  time  in  late  September.  Senate  appropriators 
are  behind  schedule  on  the  must-pass  spending 
measures  needed  to  keep  the  government  in 
operations,  and  there  may  be  a  rush  to  pass 
individual  bills  and  an  omnibus  extension  bill  to 
give  Congress  more  time.  With  all  of  the  above, 
it  will  be  difficult,  but  not  impossible,  to  fit  the 
farm  bill  on  the  shortened  work  schedule  for 
September.  Senator  Norm  Coleman  (R-MN) 
opined  in  early  August  that  final  approval  of  the 
farm  bill  could  be  delayed  until  the  end  of  the 
calendar  year. 

USDA  Announces  FY08  Sugar  Program  Details 

In  early  August,  USDA  set  the  Overall 
Allotment  Quantity  (OAQ)  at  8,450,000  short 
tons,  raw  value.  The  OAQ  includes  4,592,575 
short  tons  for  beets  and  3,857,425  short  tons  for 
cane.  The  raw  sugar  Tariff-rate  quota  (TRQ)  for 
raw  sugar  was  set  at  the  WTO  minimum  level  of 
1,231,497  short  tons.  A  TRQ  for  refined  and 
specialty  sugar  was  set  at  94,251  tons. 

USDA  WASDE  August  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  August  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2006/ 
07  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  at  1 ,698,000 
short  tons  (raw  value),  while  production  was 


lowered  to  8,476,000  tons  from  8,484,000  tonsil 
last  month.    Beet  production  was  raised  tof 
5,002,000  tons  from  4,999,000  tons,  while  cane 
production  was  lowered  to  3,474,000  from! 
3,485,000  tons  last  month.  Louisiana  and  Florida  J 
production  were  unchanged  at  1,335,000  tons 
and  1,713,000  tons,  respectively.  Imports  were' 
increased  to  2,029,000  tons  from  2,009,000  tons] 
last  month.    As  a  result,  total  supply  was; 
estimated  at  12,203,000  tons  from  12,191,000  tons  j 
last  month.    Exports  and  food  deliveries  were; 
unchanged  at  400,000  tons  and  10,175,000  tons,- 
respectively.  Total  use  was  likewise  unchanged 
at  10,575,000  tons,  leaving  ending  stocks  higher1 
at  1 ,628,000  tons  from  1 ,6 1 6,000  tons  last  month. 
The  stocks  to  use  ratio  was  increased  slightly  to  I 
15.4  percent  from  15.3  percent. 

For  2007/08,  the  higher  carry-in  was! 
accompanied  by  a  slight  decrease  in  production 
to  8,291 ,000  tons  from  8,292,000  tons  last  month. 
Beet  production  rose  to  4,621,000  tons  from 
4,619,000  tons  and  cane  production  was  reduced 
to  3,670,000  tons  from  3,673,000  tons  last  month. ! 
Louisiana  and  Florida  production  were] 
unchanged  at  1 ,430,000  tons  and  1 ,774,000  tons, 
respectively.  Imports  are  unchanged  at  1,889,000 
tons,  raising  total  supply  to  1 1,808,000  tons  from 
11,797,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  are 
unchanged  at  250,000  tons  and  deliveries  at 
10,170,000  tons,  leaving  total  use  at  10,420,000 
tons.  Ending  stocks  are  raised  to  1 ,388,000  tons 
from  1 ,377,000  tons  last  month.  As  a  result,  the 
stocks  to  use  ratio  is  increased  to  13.3  percent 
from  13.1  percent  last  month. 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Sunshine 


pment  Co.,  Inc. 

PREOWNED  UNITS  JUST  ARRIVED! 

vmMMm 


ON  ALL  UNITS 


ON*  UNITS 


Serial  # 


Hours 


P/G    Warr. 


Selling  Price 


RW8420P001554 


235  hp,  MFWD 


2,792 


30-Oct-08 


5000  Hrs 


$  105,000.00 


RW8420P027605* 


235  hp,  MFWD 


1,997 


22-Mar-10 


5000  Hrs 


$  118,360.87 


RW8420P033041* 


235  hp,  MFWD 


2,105 


19-Apr-10 


5000  Hrs 


$  120,652.17 


RW8420P027742* 


235  hp,  MFWD 


2,288 


22-Mar-10 


5000  Hrs 


$  118,360.87 


RW7820D011448 


155  hp,  MFWD 


SOLD 


RW7420R002000 


115  hp,  H 


■Crop 


***On  Rent* 


Call  for  reduced  price 


RW7420R004124 


115  hp,  H 


■Crop 


***On  Rent* 


Call  for  reduced  price 


RW7420R001937 


115  hp,  H 


Crop 


***On  Rent* 


Call  for  reduced  price 


RW7420R001970 


115  hp,  H 


-Crop 


**On  Rent* 


Call  for  reduced  price 


RW7420R004111 


115  hp,  H 


-Crop 


c*On  Rent* 


Call  for  reduced  price 


RW7420R002054 


115  hp,  H 


-Crop 


rOn  Rent* 


Call  for  reduced  price 


RW7420R004153 


115  hp,  H 


-Crop 


4,436 


29-Oct-08 


5000  Hrs 


$     50,000.00 


RW7420R004148 


115  hp,  H 


-Crop 


4,189 


29-Oct-08 


5000  Hrs 


$     50,000.00 


RW7420R002108 


115  hp,  H 


■Crop 


4,577 


29-Oct-08 


5000  Hrs 


$     50,000.00 
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Donaldsonville 
888-523-3373 

Chip  Crochet 


Thibodaux 
888-527-2273 

Perry  Falcon 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1~0  /  /  —\)^TO—Luf\\yi  LJ  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^s^ 

www.  louisitindlcindbank.com.  pSS 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 
Orange  Rust  Found  in  Florida  Sugar  Industry 
Varieties  on  Primary  and  Secondary  Stations 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  August  15, 
2007,  most  of  the  industry  has  received 
little  or  no  rain  during  the  past  three 
weeks  or  so.  With  temperatures  well  above  95° 
and  numerous  reports  of  100°  plus,  it  did  not 
take  long  to  dry  the  fields  and  allow  growers  to 
get  back  in  and  complete  preparations  for 
planting. 

At  this  time,  most  all  fallow  ground  is  up  in 
rows  and  is  in  relatively  good  shape,  with  only  a 
few  fields  needing  rain  before  planting. 
Additionally,  for  those  growers  who  planted 
soybeans,  this  stretch  of  dry  weather  and  high 
temperatures  have  allowed  them  to  make  excellent 
progress  in  harvesting  beans  planted  in  fields 
that  are  to  go  back  into  sugarcane  production 
this  fall.  Reports  of  bean  yields  in  the  60  plus 
bushel  range  are  quite  common,  and  the 
supplementary  income  from  the  sale  of  the 
soybeans,  according  to  all,  is  very  timely. 

For  those  growers  who  were  able  to  start 
planting  in  early  August,  the  planting  ratios  have 
been  very  good.  The  planting  ratios  have 
ranged  from  4  to  4.5: 1  for  mechanically  planted 
whole-stalk,  to  6.5  to  7: 1  for  hand  planted  whole- 
stalk.  The  number  of  acres  planted  as  billets  is 
lower  again  this  year.  The  extremely  low  planting 
ratios  and  the  erratic  plant  cane  stands  with  the 
newer  varieties  are  the  reasons  given  by  most 
for  not  using  billeted  seedcane. 


Many  growers  have  been  frustrated  with  their 
supply  of  immigrant  labor  this  year.  There  have 
been  a  number  of  reports  of  labor  not  able  to 
cross  the  border  into  the  US.  The  arrivals  of 
some  groups  of  immigrant  labor  have  been 
delayed  by  as  much  as  two  weeks.  Additionally, 
some  growers  have  been  disappointed  with  the 
quality  of  labor  and  the  disruptions  a  few 
individuals  are  causing  within  their  labor  force. 

It  has  been  the  history  of  mechanical 
planting;  that  it  comes  into  vogue  when  the 
industry  has  problems  getting  the  labor  pool  it 
needs  to  plant  the  crop,  or  when  the  crop 
becomes  heavily  lodged  early  in  the  planting 
season.  Up  to  now,  most  fields  of  cane  are 
standing  and  the  seed  cane  is  straight,  not 
giving  hand  planters  or  mechanical  planters 
much  trouble. 

Over  the  last  couple  of  days,  because  of 
excessively  hot  temperatures  in  the  afternoon, 
violent  and  severe  thunderstorms  have  started 
to  develop.  These  storms  are  dropping  1.5  to  3 
inches  of  precipitation  in  a  very  short  time.  The 
accompanying  winds  are  gusting  in  the  35  to  45 
mph  range.  When  cane  is  as  tall  as  this  year's 
crop,  it  does  not  take  much  rain  or  wind  to  knock 
it  down.  At  this  time,  growers  are  planting  some 
acreage  with  their  mechanical  planters,  just  to 
keep  them  and  the  operators  in  good  working 
order  in  case  of  need. 
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Even  with  the  hot  and  dry  weather,  it  appears 
as  if  HoCP  96-540  has  maintained  its  dark  green 
color  and  a  growth  rate  of  about  3/4  inch  per  day 
(plant  cane  and  first-stubble).  This  rate  of  growth 
is  slightly  above  L  97-128's  rate.  As  they  plant 
various  varieties,  growers  are  reporting  that  they 
find  the  stalk  weights,  for  all  varieties,  are  very 
good. 

Orange  Rust  Found  In  Florida  Sugar  Industry 

The  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  is 
knowledgeable  of  the  problems  caused  by  rust 
and  other  new  diseases  that  move  in  suddenly. 
Whether  in  Louisiana  or  any  other  sugarcane 
producing  area  both  the  commercial  production 
and  the  breeding  programs  are  affected  when  a 
rapidly  spreading  new  disease  first  invades.  If 
there  is  a  good  selection  of  varieties  to  choose 
from  an  industry  can  move  from  the  highly 
susceptible  varieties  into  varieties  that  show 
resistance  or  tolerance  to  the  new  disease. 
Unfortunately  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry 
had  95%  of  its  acreage  in  one  variety  (LCP  85- 
384),  and  was  unable  to  move  out  of  the  highly 
susceptible  variety  into  more  resistant  ones.  We 
now  have  a  wide  selection  of  varieties,  all  of 
which  have  very  good  agronomic  characteristics, 
from  which  to  choose.  However,  most  do  have 
some  character  flaws  (disease  and  insect 
susceptibility)  that  must  be  considered  at  time  of 
planting.  Even  though  there  are  character  flaws 
in  the  newer  varieties,  the  varietal  makeup 
planted  each  year  must  be  mixed  so  that  no  one 
variety  occupies  more  than  50%  of  the  industry's 
acreage  again.  Hopefully,  we  have  learned  the 
"hard-lesson"  with  LCP  85-384  and  its  sudden 
decline  in  yields  due  to  a  single  disease  (rust). 

The  rust  that  took  out  LCP  85-384  is  the 
"common  rust"  Puccinia  melanocephala  (brown 
rust)  and  is  found  throughout  the  sugarcane 
producing  regions  of  the  world.  However,  there 
is  another  rust  of  sugarcane,  "orange  rust"  and 
it  was  recently  found  in  the  Florida  sugarcane 
industry  growing  on  one  of  their  major  varieties 
CP  80- 1 743.  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy,  Department  of  Plant 
Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology,  LSU  AgCenter, 
forwarded  the  following  information: 

The  other  foliar  rust  of  sugarcane, 
"orange  rust,  "  caused  by  Puccinia 
kuehnii,  has  been  found  and  identified 
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in  Florida.  The  distribution  of  orange 
rust  in  Florida  has  not  been  fully 
determined,  but  it  may  already  be  widely 
distributed.  As  you  know,  anything 
occurring  in  Florida  that  is  spread 
aerially  is  sure  to  come  our  way.  There 
is  a  chance  it  could  already  be  here. 

Orange  rust  has  been  regarded  as  a 
minor  disease,  but  several  years  ago,  it 
adapted  to  a  major  variety  in 
Queensland,  Australia  and  caused  a 
severe  epidemic.  This  event  got  the 
sugarcane  worlds  attention.  The  saying 
is,  "a  minor  disease  is  only  waiting  for 
the  right  variety. "  When  a  disease  first 
occurs  in  a  new  area,  the  impact  on  the 
local  sugarcane  industry  is  uncertain. 
The  pathogen  will  be  encountering 
sugarcane  clones  never  exposed  to  it 
before.  Some  may  turn  out  to  be 
susceptible.  We  will  have  to  wait  and 
see  what  happens.  From  the  USDA-ARS 
crossing  program  in  Canal  Point,  FL, 
we  may  be  able  to  get  some  indications 
of  the  degree  of  susceptibility  in  the 
Louisiana  varieties.  Louisiana  clones 
are  being  grown  at  the  breeding  station 
for  use  as  parents  in  commercial  crosses 
for  us. 

Orange  rust  has  a  very  similar  disease 
cycle  to  brown  rust.  There  are  two 
important  differences.  First,  the  spores 
in  lesions  erupting  on  the  lower  leaf 
surface  are  a  strong  orange  color,  so  it 
has  a  different  appearance  on  infected 
leaves.  Orange  rust  lesions  are  never 
dark  brown  in  color.  The  second 
important  difference  is  that  infections 
are  common  during  the  summer  and  fall, 
whereas  brown  rust  causes  mainly  a 
spring  and  early  summer  epidemic.  If 
you  receive  any  reports  of  rust  with  an 
unusual  appearance,  please  let  me 
know. 

Varieties  on  Primary  and  Secondary  Stations 

At  this  time,  the  League's  staff  is  processing 
requests  for  seed  of  HoCP  00-950.  There  were 
more  than  200  requests  for  seedcane  allotments 
of  the  new  variety;  the  total  number  of 
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applications  was  somewhat  less  than  the 
previous  year.  The  date  for  the  return  of 
applications  for  an  allotment  of  the  variety  was 
August  3.  The  notices  of  the  amount  of  seed 
cane  allotted  to  individual  growers  were  mailed 
on  Monday,  August  13.  It  will  take  about  two 
weeks  to  get  in  the  payments  for  the  seedcane. 
Because  this  amount  of  time  is  required  to 
complete  the  needed  correspondences,  it  will 
probably  be  sometime  after  September  1  before 
the  seedcane  of  HoCP  00-950  can  be  distributed. 

On  August  10, 2007,  Chairman  Chris  Mattingly 
called  to  order  a  meeting  of  the  Variety 
Advancement  Committee  to  discuss  the 
disposition  of  the  more  than  150  varieties  that 
were  still  active  in  the  Louisiana  Variety 
Development  program.  The  committee  was  made 
up  of  researchers  from  the  USDA,  LSU,  and  the 
ASCL.  All  members  of  the  committee  are  directly 
involved  in  the  breeding  program  in  one  way  or 
another  (breeders,  agronomists,  entomologists, 
and  pathologists). 

The  discussions  began  with  the  oldest  series 
of  varieties  for  which  data  was  collected. 
Varieties  that  received  a  unanimous  vote  in  the 
pre-meeting  ballots  were  accepted  as  either 
retained  or  dropped  from  the  testing  and  seed 
increase  programs.  Varieties  that  did  not  receive 
an  undisputed  vote  were  discussed  beginning 
with  the  agency  casting  the  minority  vote.  There 
was  a  unanimous  agreement  to  accept  LSU's 
and  USDA's  recommendations  for  the  varieties 
('06  series)  that  are  in  the  nursery  and  infield 
stages  of  the  variety  selection  program.  In  all 
cases,  notes  were  recorded  concerning  problem 
characteristics  for  all  varieties. 


The  committee  decided  that  a  maximum 
increase  of  L  01-283  should  be  planted  on  the 
secondary  stations.  Second  stubble  data  for  L 
01-283  will  be  collected  in  outfield  tests  this  year, 
which  means  that  L  01-283  will  be  eligible  for 
release  in  2008.  In  plant-cane  (outfield  tests 
harvested  in  2006),  L01-283's  sugar  per  acre, 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  and  tons  of  cane  per  acre 
were  equal  to  that  of  HoCP  96-540.  However,  in 
first  stubble  outfield  tests  L  01-283  yielded 
significantly  more  sugar  per  acre  and  tons  of 
cane  per  acre  than  HoCP  96-540.  The  population 
of  L  01-283  in  the  same  series  of  tests  was  not 
significantly  different  from  that  of  HoCP  96-540 
in  plant  cane,  but  was  higher  in  the  first  stubble 
tests.  In  both  plant  cane  and  first  stubble  tests, 
the  stalk  weight  for  L  01-283  was  significantly 
less  than  that  of  HoCP  96-540. 

The  Variety  Advancement  Committee  selected 
one  variety  for  introduction  to  the  secondary 
stations  (L  01-299).  In  first  stubble  outfield  tests 
harvested  in  2006,  LOl-299's  yields  of  sugar  per 
acre,  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  and  population  were 
significantly  greater  than  HoCP  96-540 's,  while 
their  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  were  equal.  Because 
of  unimpressive  yields  in  plant-cane  outfield 
tests  harvested  in  2005,  the  variety  was  not  sent 
to  the  secondary  stations  in  2006.  It  was 
replanted  on  the  primary  stations  and  harvested 
in  plant-cane  and  first-stubble  outfield  tests 
during  the  2006  harvest.  Because  of  its  high 
yields  in  first  stubble  tests  (good  stubbling 
ability),  the  Variety  Advancement  Committee 
agreed  that  L  01-299  should  be  sent  to  the 
secondary  stations  this  year  (2007). 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Sugarcane  Harvest  and  Transport  Operations 


The  costs  to  produce,  transport  and 
process  sugarcane  is  relatively  high,  on 
a  per  acre  basis,  compared  with  other 
commodities.  Production,  harvest,  transport 
and  processing  costs  have  risen  over  the  past 
several  years  while  the  market  price  of  the 
final  raw  sugar  product  has  remained  relatively 
flat  at  best.  As  higher  input  costs  and  level 
market  prices  squeeze  profit  margins,  the  most 
paramount  question  facing  the  industry  is: 
What  can  be  done  on  either  the  revenue  or 
cost  side  of  the  equation  to  improve  profit 
margins? 

On  the  revenue  side,  the  primary  driving 
force  is  always  yield  per  acre.  As  is  the  case 
with  other  crops,  a  productive  variety 
breeding  program  which  can  release  new, 
higher  yielding  varieties  has  the  greatest  impact 
on  improving  industry  revenue  at  both  the 
farm  and  mill  level.  We  are  fortunate  in 
Louisiana  to  have  a  very  viable  and  productive 
sugarcane  breeding  program  resulting  from 
the  cooperative  work  between  the  League, 
USDA  at  Houma,  and  the  LSU  Agricultural 
Center.  In  addition  to  variety  development, 
the  current  increased  focus  and  research  on 
biofuel  production  has  the  possibility  to 


enhance  industry  revenue  in  the  coming  years. 
One  example  would  be  the  possibility  of 
producing  energy  cane  as  a  feedstock  for 
cellulosic  conversion  into  ethanol. 

On  the  cost  side,  the  industry  has  engaged 
in  much  discussion  and  debate  over  the  past 
few  years  on  how  to  reduce  sugarcane 
production  costs.  In  considering  alternative 
means  of  reducing  production  costs,  two 
important  principles  must  always  be  at  the 
forefront  of  any  decision  implemented.  First 
of  all,  you  need  to  evaluate  the  marginal  impact 
on  both  cost  and  revenue  of  any  change  in 
production  practice.  For  example,  reducing 
the  quantity  of  an  input  might  reduce  cost, 
but  it  might  also  reduce  yield  thereby  reducing 
revenue.  Input  recommendations  are  based 
on  research  to  provide  optimal  yields  for  given 
application  rates.  There  is  probably  not  much 
room  to  reduce  fertilization,  herbicide  or 
insecticide  rates  beyond  what  is  currently 
recommended. 

The  second  principle  to  seriously  consider 
is  to  select  and  implement  a  production 
practice  change  which  is  going  to  reduce  costs 
the  greatest  without  reducing  yield.  For  the 
sugarcane  industry  in  Louisiana,  the  area  of 
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production  which  has  the  most  room  for 
improvement  in  efficiency,  thereby  reducing 
cost,  is  related  to  the  harvest  and  transport 
operations.  Harvest  costs  account  for 
approximately  one  third  of  the  total  farm 
production  costs  of  producing  sugarcane  in 
Louisiana.  As  a  result,  improving  efficiency  in 
harvest  operations  will  have  a  significant  impact 
on  reducing  total  costs  and  improving  profit 
margins. 

In  last  month's  issue,  the  cost  of  waiting  for 
trucks  to  arrive  at  the  farm  was  discussed.  This 
cost  can  be  reduced  through  better  coordination 
and  scheduling  of  harvest  and  transport 
operations.  This  needs  to  be  a  joint  effort 
between  growers  and  mills.  Many  of  the  mills  in 
the  state  are  exploring  or  implementing  measures 
to  address  this  issue  and  improve  transport 
efficiency.  Given  the  fact  that  each  mill  faces  a 
slightly  different  set  of  conditions  in  terms  of 
number  of  growers,  tonnage,  transport  distance, 
processing  capacity,  etc.,  a  solution  that  works 
best  for  one  mill  might  not  work  for  another  mill. 
The  challenge  is  to  find  the  right  combination  of 
harvest  and  delivery  scheduling  along  with  truck 
and  trailer  availability  to  harvest  and  transport 
sugarcane  to  a  given  mill  with  the  greatest 
efficiency. 

Another  area  of  potential  improvement  in  the 
cost  efficiency  of  harvest  is  related  to  the  harvest 
equipment  being  utilized  at  the  farm  level. 
Harvest  costs  are  comprised  of  both  variable  and 
fixed  costs.  Variable  harvest  costs  are  the  costs 
of  operating  the  harvest  equipment  and  include 
fuel,  labor  and  repairs.  Although  variable  harvest 
costs  varies  from  farm  to  farm,  in  general  the 
variable  harvest  cost  per  ton  of  cane  harvested 
is  relatively  constant  for  a  given  farm.  In  other 
words,  harvesting  more  acreage  is  not  going  to 
reduce  variable  harvest  cost  per  ton. 

The  other  cost  category  of  harvest  is  fixed 
cost.  This  is  the  cost  of  owning  the  harvester 
and  wagons  used  in  the  harvest  operation.  This 
is  the  primary  cost  item  to  focus  on  when  trying 


to  lower  harvest  costs  per  ton.  Fixed  harvest 
costs  per  ton  do  vary  with  the  quantity  of  acres 
or  tonnage  harvested.  The  more  acres  the 
equipment  is  used  over,  the  lower  the  harvest 
fixed  cost  per  ton  will  be.  This  is  the  primary 
reason  why  many  sugarcane  producing  regions 
around  the  world  employ  group  harvesting 
activities. 

In  Louisiana,  group  harvesting  of  sugarcane 
has  been  slow  to  catch  on  as  a  major  practice  for 
several  reasons.  Some  of  the  concerns  related 
to  group  harvesting  include  having  a  payment 
system  which  handles  time  and  conditions  of 
harvest  fairly,  less  grower  control  over  harvest 
operations,  increased  complexity  of  polado 
scheduling,  and  combine  operators  harvesting 
fields  which  they  are  unfamiliar  with.  While  these 
are  valid  concerns,  the  potential  cost  savings 
of  group  harvesting  are  too  great  to  not  seek 
ways  to  overcome  these  concerns. 

As  is  the  case  with  harvest  scheduling,  one 
group  harvesting  solution  which  works  for  one 
group  of  farms  may  not  work  for  another  group 
of  farms.  Some  arrangements  might  be  between 
several  growers  and  other  arrangements  might 
be  between  just  a  couple  growers.  The  challenge 
is  to  take  the  basic  concept  of  group  harvesting 
and  adjust  it  to  fit  various  situations  across  the 
sugar  producing  region  in  Louisiana.  The 
potential  cost  savings  are  too  great  to  not  look 
at  this  seriously  as  an  effective  means  of 
improving  net  returns  over  the  long  run. 
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Sugarcane  Ripener  Recommendations  for  2007* 

Benjamin  L  Legendre,  Ph.D.,  Sugarcane  Specialist/ Professor 

LSU  Ag  Center,  Sugar  Research  Station,  St.  Gabriel,  LA  70776 

Email  Address:   blegendre@agctr.  Isu.  edu 

Website:  www.  Isuagcenter.  com 


Tn  2007,  the  following  glyphosate  formulations  are  being  sold  for  use  as  chemical  ripeners  in 
I  sugarcane:  Touchdown  Total®  and  Roundup  WeatherMAX®;  there  may  be  also  some  limited 
-Supply  of  Polado  L®.  There  is  also  a  label  for  Touchdown  Hi-Tech®  as  a  ripener;  however, 
Syngenta  will  sell  Touchdown  Total  in  the  ripener  market.  These  products  all  contain  glyphosate  as 
the  active  ingredient  and  act  with  the  same  mode  of  action  and,  when  used  in  accordance  with  the 
product  labels  and  according  to  the  following  recommendations  and/or  suggestions,  should  increase 
both  the  yield  of  recoverable  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  and  sugar  per  acre  in  the  treated  crop.  All  of  these 
products  can  reduce  vegetative  growth  and  cane  yield  at  harvest.  However,  the  loss  of  cane  yield  is 
generally  offset  by  the  increase  in  recoverable  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  which  should  result  in  equal  or 
greater  yields  of  sugar  per  acre  when  harvested  during  the  suggested  treatment-to-harvest  interval. 
NOTE:  THESE  PRODUCTS  ARE  NOT  LABELED  FOR  USE  IN  THE  PLANT-CANE  CROP. 

RATES:  The  application  rate  of  ripener  used  is  dependant  upon  the  formulation  that  is  used,  as 
each  formulation  contains  different  concentrations  of  the  active  ingredient  glyphosate.  Polado  L  (4 
lbs  ae/gallon)  was  the  standard  ripener  in  Louisiana  sugarcane  for  many  years;  however  it  is  no 
longer  being  manufactured.  With  Polado  L,  best  results  were  obtained  when  the  formulation  was 
applied  at  4  to  10  oz.  per  acre  (2  to  5  oz  glyphosate  acid  per  acre)  broadcast  in  5  or  more  gallons  of 
water  per  acre.  The  same  equivalent  rates  are  still  recommended  and  are  listed  in  Table  1  for  the 
currently  manufactured  glyphosate  ripeners  being  sold  in  Louisiana.  Generally  speaking,  the  label 
recommendations  for  all  glyphosate-based  ripeners  are  similar  to  the  Polado  L  label.  However, 
Polado  L  required  the  addition  of  a  surfactant  for  best  result;  whereas,  Touchdown  Total  and  Roundup 
WeatherMAX  formulations  already  contain  surfactants  and  no  additional  surfactants  are  needed; 
the  use  of  additional  additives  may  actually  hinder  ripening  activity.  The  surfactants  contained  in 
these  new  formulations  are  specifically  suited  for  increasing  absorption  and  rainfastness  of 
glyphosate. 


Table  1.  Equivalent  rates  for  Polado  L,  Touchdown  Total,  and  Roundup  WeatherMAX. 

Ounces 

(by  weight)  of  glyphosate  acid  per  acre 

2 

2.5 

3            3.5            4            4.5 

5 

Ripener                                 ae1 

Ounces  of  product  per  acre 

Polado  L                                4 

4 

5 

6              7             8             9 

10 

Touchdown  Total                 4.17 

3.6 

4.8 

5.7           6.7          7.7           8.6 

9.6 

Roundup  WeatherMAX       4.5 

3.6 

4.4 

5.3           6.2          7.1             8 

8.9 

Abbreviations:  ae,  acid  equivalent  (pounds  of  glyphosate  acid  per  gallon). 
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Table  2.  It  is  suggested  that  growers  consider  the  following  Polado  L  equivalent  rates  for 
glyphosate-based  ripeners.1: 


LCP 

HoCP      HoCP      HoCP 

L 

Ho 

85-3841 

85-845     91-555     96-540 

97-128 

95-988 

Ripener 

ae2 

Ounces  of  product  per 

acre3 

Polado  L 

4 

^8 

8-10         6-10         4-8 

4-8 

4-8 

Touchdown  Total 

4.17 

3.6-7.7 

7.7-9.6     5.7-9.6     3.6-7.7 

3.6-7.7 

3.6-7.7 

Roundup  WeatherMAX 

4.5 

3.6-7.1 

7.1-8.9     5.3-8.9     3.6-7.1 

3.6-7.1 

3.6-7.1 

1  There  are  three  additional  varieties  recommended  for  commercial  planting  in  2007:  L  99-226,  L 
99-233  and  HoCP  00-950.  Preliminary  results  indicate  that  L  99-226  responds  well  to  the  6  oz 
Polado  L  equivalent  rate;  whereas,  L  99-233  does  not.  There  is  no  information  as  to  the  response 
of  HoCP  00-950  to  ripener  application.  As  sugarcane  varieties  respond  differently  to  glyphosate 
ripener  applications,  different  rates  are  recommended  for  the  different  varieties  grown  in  Louisiana. 
With  some  of  the  new  varieties,  such  as  L  97-128,  response  to  the  6  oz  Polado  L  equivalent  rate 
has  been  inconsistent.  Further  testing  is  needed  to  determine  if  higher  application  rates  are 
needed  to  improve  consistency  of  response  as  well  as  to  show  the  impact  of  the  higher  rates  on 
subsequent  stubbling.  Until  this  has  been  determined,  rates  recommended  for  the  newer  varieties 
will  be  similar  to  that  of  LCP  85-384. 

2  Please  note  that  the  acid  equivalent  (ae-pounds  of  glyphosate  acid  per  gallon),  of  the  formulated 
products  are  different;  therefore,  the  need  for  the  different  use  rates  for  the  three  products. 

3  DO  NOT  round  off  rates  from  the  decimal  equivalent  rates  shown  in  the  table. 

In  general,  the  higher  rates  should  only  be  used  for  the  last  stubble  cane  crop;  use  the  lower  rates 
for  stubble  cane  you  plan  to  keep  for  another  year.  Research  has  shown  that  these  glyphosate- 
containing  products  will  reduce  cane  tonnage  by  as  much  as  5-15%  while  increasing  the  yield  of 
sugar  per  ton  as  much  as  5-30%,  depending  upon  the  date  of  application.  Recommendations  for 
treatment-to-harvest  intervals  for  the  new  glyphosate  formulations  have  been  reduced  as  a  result  of 
highly  effective  surfactants  included  in  these  formulations  which  enhance  the  rate  of  glyphosate 
response.  Research  has  shown  that  repeated  use  of  glyphosate  as  a  ripener  on  the  same  fields  of 
LCP  85-384  at  the  6-ounce  Polado  L  equivalent  rate  or  higher  can  reduce  the  yield  of  cane  per  acre  in 
the  following  stubble  crops.  Even  so,  the  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  may  still  be  slightly  higher  when  one 
considers  the  entire  crop  cycle.  This  is  yet  another  reason  not  to  exceed  the  lower  rate  for  LCP  85- 
384. 

Application  Schedule:  With  many  factories  commencing  harvest  in  mid-  to  late-September, 
sugarcane  may  still  be  actively  growing  with  growth  rates  possibly  exceeding  one  inch  per  day  in 
August  when  a  chemical  ripener  would  normally  be  applied.  Although  maximum  response  from  the 
use  of  a  chemical  ripener  generally  occurs  at  5  to  6  weeks  after  treatment,  it  is  recommended  that  the 
first  applications  be  made  no  earlier  than  4  weeks  (28  days)  before  harvest  to  minimize  the  loss  of 
cane  tonnage  and  to  allow  for  some  additional  natural  cane  ripening.  This  will  also  allow  for  delays 
in  scheduled  factory  openings  that  may  occur  without  greatly  impacting  your  sugarcane  crop. 
Preliminary  data  have  indicated  that  early  harvest,  i.e.  mid-to-late  September,  of  treated  fields,  has  a 


is 


greater  impact  on  the  subsequent  stubble  crop  than  either  the  glyphosate  formulation  or  the  rate  of 
glyphosate  used. 

The  following  application  schedule  should  be  considered  to  maximize  the  potential  response  to 
the  use  of  these  chemical  ripeners:  For  early  harvest,  September  15  -  October  15,  consider  reducing 
the  treatment-to-harvest  interval  to  21  to  28  days;  for  harvest  beginning  October  15  -  November  15, 
consider  a  treatment-to-harvest  interval  of  approximately  28  -  35  days;  and  for  harvesting  from 
November  15  -  December  1,  consider  a  treatment-to-harvest  interval  of  35-42  days  (treatment-to- 
harvest  intervals  beyond  49  days  are  not  recommended,  especially  if  additional  stubble  crops  will  be 
produced  from  that  planting).  For  sugarcane  harvested  late  in  the  season  (after  December  1 ),  it  is  not 
recommended  that  a  chemical  ripener  be  applied,  as  sugarcane  will  have  matured  naturally  and 
sugarcane 's  response  to  glyphosate  at  this  point  is  minimal.  Additionally,  a  frost  or  freeze  occurring 
after  an  application  of  glyphosate  ripener  will  usually  negate  any  response. 

Regrowth:  Research  has  shown  that  reduction  in  spring  shoot  and  harvestable  stalk  populations 
in  the  subsequent  stubble  crops  can  occur  if  the  rates  of  glyphosate  exceed  the  6-ounce  Polado  L 
equivalent  rate  and/or  treated  fields  are  harvested  beyond  the  recommended  treatment-to-harvest 
intervals,  especially  for  LCP  85-384.  Ultimately,  this  can  result  in  a  compounding  effect  on  total  cane 
and  sugar  yields  for  the  crop  cycle  when  both  the  reductions  associated  with  the  previous  application 
and  the  reductions  associated  with  the  current  application  are  considered.  However,  the  date  of 
harvest,  especially  during  September,  may  be  more  of  a  factor  in  affecting  the  subsequent  stubble 
crop  than  the  rate  of  glyphosate.  Sugarcane  varieties  in  Louisiana  have  to  endure  many  stresses, 
not  the  least  of  which  are:  early  harvesting,  the  presence  of  mulch  (residue),  common  brown  rust  as 
well  as  other  diseases,  herbicide  injury  and  drought  and  flooded  conditions.  Adding  another  stress, 
such  as  that  from  the  application  of  the  herbicide  glyphosate  as  a  ripener,  may  be  too  much  for  a 
variety  to  overcome  and  disappointing  yields  will  result.  For  example,  leaving  the  mulch  on  ripener- 
treated  LCP  85-384,  L  97-128,  Ho  95-988,  and  HoCP  96-540  can  reduce  sugar  yields  by  30%  the 
following  year.  Therefore,  it  is  recommended  that  the  mulch  be  removed  especially  in  those  fields 
treated  with  a  ripener.  Research  suggests  that  glyphosate  can  be  applied  repeatedly  to  fields  of 
healthy  cane  at  the  Polado  L  equivalent  6-ounce  or  lower  rate  beginning  with  the  first-stubble 
application  without  a  reduction  of  stalk  population  in  the  subsequent  second-  and  third-stubble 
crops  if  recommended  treatment-to  harvest-intervals  are  not  exceeded.  The  potential  impact  can  be 
reduced  further  by  refraining  from  treating  cane  in  August  and  September  that  you  intend  to  keep 
one  or  more  additional  years. 

Points  to  consider  when  applying  a  glyphosate-containing  ripener: 

1.  Follow  product  labels  and  use  follow  rate  recommendations  based  on  research. 

2.  Do  not  apply  to  seed  cane. 

3.  For  LCP  85-384,  do  not  exceed  the  6-ounce  Polado  L-equivalent  rate  (3  oz  glyphosate  acid  per 
acre),  except  for  the  last  stubble  crop. 

4.  Do  not  exceed  the  maximum  treatment-to-harvest  interval  stated  on  the  label  to  maximize 
sugar  yields  and  minimize  any  potential  negative  impact  on  the  subsequent  stubble  crop(s). 

5.  Remove  the  mulch  (residue)  as  early  in  the  fall  after  harvest  as  possible  to  minimize  the 
potential  impact  of  the  stresses  associated  with  both  the  residue  and  the  glyphosate  application 
on  the  subsequent  stubble  crop. 
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For  best  performance,  apply  glyphosate  to  erect  cane  (If  recently  lodged,  allow  sufficient 

time,  i.e.  7-10  days,  for  the  cane  to  erect  itself). 

Response  to  glyphosate  is  based  on  the  level  of  sugar  at  the  time  of  ripener  application; 

therefore,  it  is  recommended  that  a  hand  refractometer  be  used  to  test  for  Brix  as  an  indicator 

of  the  cane's  sucrose  content.  Those  fields  found  with  the  highest  Brix  should  be  treated 

first,  and  the  fields  with  the  highest  Brix  at  the  recommended  treatment-to-harvest  interval 

should  be  harvested  first  (Please  refer  to  Brixing  to  Improve  Sugarcane  Quality,  Publication 

No.  2888  on-line:    http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops  livestock/crops/sugarcane/ 

publications/Brixing+to+Improve+Sugarcane+Quality.htm) 

When  applying  glyphosate  products  as  ripeners,  use  a  drift  control  agent  to  avoid  affecting 

nearby  fields. 


The  use  of  chemical  ripeners  is  an  excellent  management  tool  to  increase  recoverable  sugar 
levels  in  cane.  Remember  to  use  these  products  wisely  (DON'T  abuse)  for  best  results. 

^Research  data  included  in  these  recommendations  were  made  available  by  Dr.  Benjamin  L. 
Legendre,  LSU  Ag  Center,  Sugar  Research  Station,  St.  Gabriel,  LA  and  Dr.  Edward  Richard,  Jr.,  Dr. 
Caleb  Dalley,  and  Dr.  Ryan  Viator,  USDA-ARS,  SRRC,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma,  LA. 


You5 re  First  at 
First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe  that  personal 
service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that  personal 
touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 


Patsy  Champagne 

New  Iberia 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(337)  364-0217 


Tracie  Rodriguez 

New  Iberia 
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30  Years  of  Adding  Value  to 

Louisiana  Molasses 

for  Animal  Feeds  and  Other 
Agricultural  Products. 
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(2)  1995  8'  x  24'  Automatic  Louviere 
Planters  -  $10,500  each;  (2)  1997  10- 
ton  Cameco  Hydraulic  Dump 
Wagons  -  $9,500  each;  (2)  1997  102" 
x  45'  ITI  Chip  Trailers  -$11 ,500  each; 
Orthman  3-row  Covering  Tool  w/off 
bars  -  $7,500;  2000  3-row  Tiller 
(Northwest)  -  $12,500;  20'  Great 
Plains  Drill  -  $10,500;  F-15  30' Amco, 
needs  blades  -  $4,500;  (2)  Prime  3-row 
w/off  bars  -  $3,500  each;  JD  1640  Plow 
-  $4,500.  Call  337-278-6602  or  337- 
945-7812. 

10  Davis  type  Billet  Cane  Carts  - 

$6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Fabian 
LeMaire  at  337-519-1983  or  337-276- 
5975. 

1996  Austoft  Combine  has  sat  for  2 

years  waiting  for  FSA,  only  4,500 
engine  hours,  elevator  and  engine  in 
great  shape.    350  hp  Cummings,cut 

600  tons  in  8  hours  last  2  days  of  work 
each  day.  Call  Malcolm  at  337-319- 
0574 

Broussard  2-row  Harvester  -  $25,000;  1991  Austoft  Combine;  4  Billet  Fiel 
1991  Komatzu  200  with  grabs  and  2  buckets;  Covering  Tool  and  Planter ■  W 

Road  Trailers.  Call  Tommy  Thayer  or  Byrns  Eves  at  318-452-7945  or  318-452 

1998  Austoft  Combine  Harvester,  good  condition,  one  season  on  tracks  and  elevator 
asking  $40,000.  Call  John  at  985-665-0161 

1999  Cameco  Combine;  Combine  Trailer,  (10)  Bayou  Service  Direct  Haul  Bille 
Wagons,  17  tons  per  wagon  capacity.  Call  Ray  at  985-637-0780. 

j    International  Drain  Machine  -  $75;  2  Middle  Busters  -  $50  for  **^™^ 

all  -  $600;  Cameco  Cane  Loader  on  Salvage  830  Case  Tractor  -  ^^ 

15ft.  Field  Cultivator    $600;  3pt.  Hitch  2yd  Dirt  Scoop    $400;  1  set  of  12.4x38 Clam 

on  Duals  -  $600;  1  set  of  2.4x36  Bolt-on  Duals  -  $300;  3-row  Sprayer  with  Saddl 

Tanks  Racks  &  Pumps  -  $500;  Cameco  Direct  Haul  Tandem  Cane  Wagon  with  exti 

tires  and  wheels  -  $500.  Call  John  at  225-717-0296  (cell)  or  225-473-6162 

Cameco  Rear  Drum  Planter  $800;  Zeringue  Rear  Drum  Plan ter '-$™i\^\ 
20.8x38  Bolt-on  Duals  -  $500;  Cameco  V-Ditcher  $200;  2  Planters  Aids  1  @$300 
1  @$400;  Cameco  Shaver  on  12.4x36"  wheels  -  $200;  (2)  500-gallon  tanks  on  wheej 
$200  each;  John  Deere  12ft  Do-All  -  $500;  500-gallon  water  tank  on ,  wheels  -  $50OJ 
reasonable  offer  will  be  refused.  All  prices  are  negotiable  Call  John  at  225-  / 1  /-UZ 
(cell)  or  225-473-6162. 
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